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“Oh, it’s very easy for you to trust God for your 
daily bread, when you always have a comfortable 
balance in your favor on your bank account!” This 
18 4 common enough complaint of poor and perplexed 
and harassed souls, when counseled to cast off their 
careson God. But it is a very mistaken complaint. 
It is not easy for the well-to-do person to trust God 
for his daily bread, just because it is so entirely easy 
and natural for him to trust his bank balance. In 


fact, our opportunity of trusting God is just in pro~ 


Portion to our occasion for anxiety. And so it is 
that our Lord says: “ Blessed are ye poor.” 


An ignorant man can ask a question which no wise 
man can answer; but a wise man ought to be able to 
ask his questions in such a form that the ignorant man 
‘an answer them. In other words, if neither the 
questioner nor the questioned knows the answer to 
the question, no form in which the question is put 
Will secure to it a solving answer; but if the ques- 
toned one be incapable of answering the question put 
'o him, it is the questioner’s fault if the answer is not 

ght out by the question. There is more stupid 


_ Westioning on the part of teachers than there is of 
 Mupid answering on the part of scholars; and, as a 


pe 





rule, a stupid answer in any Sunday-school class is an 
indication of the stupid question which evoked it. 
If you want better answers from your scholars, you 
must improve the questions which are put to them. 


Strong feeling which sways a man’s innermost 
depths of being, is more to a man’s credit than cool 
philosophy which enables him to be unconcerned 
in the hour of his personal loss, or of his fellow’s 
need. When a man says that he bears up bravely 
under a great trial, or in the presence of another's 
need, because he takes it philosophically, the inference 
is a fair one that he is lacking in heart, and hence in 
heart power. But when a man shows that he is bear- 
ing up bravely at such a time because he will hold 
back the strong feeling that struggles within him for 
the mastery, he shows that he is a man of heart and 
of heart power. Mere emotion is not strong feeling; 
it is but the ripple on the surface of the brook, in its 
contrast with the ocean’s ground-swell. But the ripple 
of mere emotion is better than the placidity of the 
stagnant pool of unmoved being. Let him be philo- 
sophic in the facing of trouble, who can be; but let 
him who has strong féeling thank God for his added 
capability of suffering and of sympathy. 


Our measurements of results in any and every 
sphere are largely influenced by our reasonable ex- 
pectations. If we see a block of ice on the sidewalk 
in the hot sun of a summer’s day, we think that it 
“holds its own” pretty well, because it does not melt, 


es | away rapidly. But if we put that same block of ice 


into a patent refrigerator, which has a burdensome 
list of recommendations as the best- yet constructed, 
we are inclined to think that ice never melts more 
rapidly than just there. If we have dropped a package 
of money on the floor of a crowded railway station, 


with it, we should count that incident hardly less 
remarkable than the other. So it is all the way 
along in life. He of whom most is expected has the 
hardest task to avoid disappointing those who look 
to him. The parent, the teacher, the pastor, the 
friend, may fall short of the reasonable expectations 
of those who estimate him fairly, even while his 
standard of performance is far above the average of 
mankind generally. And just here is the privilege 
and the responsibility of every one of us in the duty 
of high achievement in his or her individual sphere. 


A man is more prone to pride himself on his omis- 
sion of sins, than to blame himself for his sins of 
omission. Yet, asa matter of fact, while a man is 
fairly to be judged by his sins of omission, a judg- 
ment of him as based on his omission of particular 
sins is by no means a fair one. Many a man who 
neither confesses Christ openly nor goes to Christ in 
private confession and prayer, comforts himself with 
the thought that he is not a hypocritical professor of 
religion, and that there is no formalism or insincerity 
in his relations to his Maker. The man who has no 
open ear for the distresses of his fellows, no open hand 
for a ministry to them out of his abundance, no open 
lips for words of sympathy and cheer to them in their 
‘loneliness and need, finds peculiar satisfaction in his 





conviction that he never troubles himself about other 
people’s affairs, that he never takes a dollar dishon- 
estly from his neighbor, and that he never indulges 
in foul or profane speech. Men who do little of 
nothing in the way of generous and self-abnegating 
good toward God’s creatures at a real cost to them- 


selves, forget their grievous sins of omission in théeir 
fond considering of the many sins on the calendar of — 


evil from which they refrain—from lack of inclina- 
tion or of opportunity. Yet it is what a man neglects 
to do in the line of his duty which marks his true 
character, rather than what he omits to do of sinning 
beyond the sphere of his personal self-seeking. His 
non-doing of good condemns him, beyond the power 
of his non-doing of evil to justify him. 





CARPING AT THE PREACHER. 


The practice of carping at one’s preacher opens 
before the average church-member or the average 
church-goer such possibilities of evil-doing as are 
practically attainable by the average man or woman 
through no other method of persistent Devil-serving, 
And carping at the preacher is a means of eyil- 
doing that is open to a person who is far below 
the average in any ordinary congregation, as well 
as to those persons who are far above that average. 
It requires less ability, and it is likely to compass 
more harm, than any other form of social sinning. — 

If, indeed, a person were to proffer himself, body, 
mind, and soul, to the great enemy of all good, and 
were to ask the Devil in what way he could best pro- 
mote the Devil’s purposes of evil, it is fair to suppose 
that the Devil would say: “ Be a member of the best 
church that will take you in, and keep up as faira 
show of morality as you can. Then find fault with 





— 


the preacher as often as your neighbors will stand it, — 


Sneer at him and his sermons as you come ‘out of 
church every Sunday morning; and if you can 
attend the second service, do the same thing over 
again. Tell everybody who will hear you, how little 
real food for your soul you find in that preacher's 


discourses. Ridicule his manner, if you are bright’ 


enough to do that. At all events, find something to 
carp at. Criticise his sermon-plans; call in question 
his doctrinal soundness; say that he lacks spirituality 
and holy fervor; note how frequently he preaches 
an old sermon (a good way to help you on this 
point will be to keep a record of his texts on the 
margin of your Bible); emphasize the fact that there 
is no originality in his thinking; point out his defects 
of style, and his lack of order in the arrangement of 
his discourses. It matters little how you find fault, if 
only you do find fault; and there will always be 
some way by which you can have a show of reason 
on your side. Only see to it that. you do something 
that will draw away the hearer’s attention from the 
truth of the discourse, and from the religious im- 
pressions of the day and place. If you will do this, 
you will be a more efficient servant of mine than if 
you were a saloon-keeper, or an outspoken infidel, or 
a thief, or a murderer; for persons of that sort are 
outside assailants of the church and its agencies, 
while you will be a helper of mine inside of the very 
fold which I hate. No matter, by the way, how much 
of open well-doing, gr,of large giving, in the direction 


of church activities, you undertake meanwhile; for i 












One Sunday’s efforts on your part in the way of 
destroying the preacher’s influence in your sphere is 
quite likely to more than neutralize your doings in 
the opposite direction for a month of Sundays.” 
That certainly might be the Devil’s way of counsel- 
ing a counsel-seeking servant of his, whether it woyld 
be or not, 

» But it may be asked, “Has not a hearer a right to 
express his opinion of the preacher freely and openly, 
as he would express his opinion of an author, or of a 
popular lecturer?” The answer to this question must 
be emphatically, “No! not if the preacher be in the 
place of God’s representative, at the hour of service 
in God’s house, and the hearer be, professedly, a ser- 
vant of God.” An author or a popular lecturer stands 
for himself alone, and his performance is open-to the 
fullest criticism of every hearer alike. He who reads 

an ordinary book, or who hears a popular lecture, 

does so without any personal obligation to give the 
author or the lecturer any deference beyond that 
which he and his performance fairly command. But 
he who goes to the Lord’s house goes, or ought to go, 
for the purpose of joining in the worship of God, and 
of gaining all the good he can from the teachings of 

God’s truth there brought before him. The prayers, 
the songs of praise, the readings of Scripture, the 

words of the preacher, at that time and in that place, 
ought to be considered in their relation to God and 

to him who is privileged to be under their immediate 

influence. He who leads the service in God’s house 

is to be looked at as so far a representative of God ; 

and even though he is an unworthy representative, — 

as at the best he is sure to be,—his unworthiness is to 

be lost sight of in the thought of Him for whom he 
stands, and of the message from his Master which 
he brings. 

It is true that every member of a church and con- 
gregation has a measure of responsibility for the 
conduct of the services of the sanctuary, and for the 
character and ability of him who conducts those 
séfvices ; and that in the discharge of this responsi- 
bility, every such person is entitled to his personal 
opinion on the subject, and to the full and free 
expression of that opinion “at the proper time and 
place. But it is one thing to express an opinion of 
the preacher’s character and ability, in a conference 
with those who are immediately charged with the 
responsibility of continuing him in his position ; and 


- it is quite another thing to give an unguarded expres- 


sion to that opinion at the door of the sanctuary, at 
a time when the words of criticism may do incalulable 
harm to those who are in peculiar need of the very 
help the preacher’s words may have proffered, while 
they can do no possible good whatsoever; while, 
indeed, they are not intended-to do good in any way 
to anybody. And it is this latter sort of criticising 
and carping that is an effective mode of Devil-serving; 
that, and only that. 


What would be thought of a person who should 
express to a sick man, in the very crisis of his disease, 
his own lack of confidence in the skill and fidelity 
of a regular physician, at the very moment when the 
doubt thus injected into the patient’s mind might be_ 
the means of preventing a recovery, that otherwise 
would result from that physician’s treatment of the 
case! Yet there are persons who are just thoughtless 
enough, or just wicked enough, to do a thing like 
this. Even they, however, are an improvemert on 
the man or the woman who, on coming out from the 
house of God, deliberately whispers into the ears of 
sin-sick souls words in distrust or in censure of the 
messenger, who has there brought them God’s mes- 
sage, with all its possibilities of their spiritual 
eure. It would, of course, be proper to supplement 
the counsel of the physician in the one case, or the 
teachings of the minister in the other case, with wiser 
counsel, or to call attention to a yet wiser counsellor, 
in either case, if he be available ; but merely to carp, 
or to criticise, or to inject doubts about the counsellor, 
would seem to be an act as bad in its spirit as it is 
unwise in its performance. Yet how many persons 





there are, of good moral charact#?, and of fair Chris- 


tian professions, who do a thing of this sort Sunday 
after Sunday, year in and year out! 

_ As a rule, it is the least intelligent hearer who is 
readiest to find fault. with the preacher; and without 
exception it is the man whose spiritual tone is lowest 
who is unable to get any good from the average dis- 
course of the average preacher. He who is open- 
minded and broad-minded, and who is full ‘of the 
spirit of Christ, will be likely to perceive elements of 
strength and gleams of important truth in a discourse 
which is obviously lacking in uniform vigor, or 
hee consistency, or freshness of thought, or finish 
of style, where an inferior hearer could not see them. 
Moreover, he knows that, because of the variety in 
the tastes and attainments of hearers, the very things 
thet would delight him in a discourse would render 
it unsuited to the needs and preferences of many 
another; while that which is distasteful to him in 
the preacher’s words and ways is likely to prove a 
peculiar attraction to others, whose claims on the 
preacher are quite as good as his own, Only the 
narrowest mind can hold up its own standard of a 
good discourse as the one true standard; and only an 
unlovely spirit can carp at a preacher because his 
discourses fall short of the one true standard, Those 
who have narrow minds and unlovely spirits can be 
discerned through the comments they make on the 
preacher as they leave the house of God aud find 
their way to their own houses, week after week, in 
every community. 

It is probably true that in no other one’ way is so 
much harm done in the ordinary congregation of 
Christian worshipers, as by this practice of carping 
at the preacher. Many a good impression made on 
a hearer in the hour of worship is dissipated, in his 
mind, before he reaches his home, by the sneers or the 
censures indulged in against the preacher by some 
member in the church, whose influence against the 
truth is thus made to transcend: by far all his influ- 
ence for good in his whole life work. There are homes 
in. which the children grow up~chilled toward, or 
embittered against, the truth, by means of their 
parents’ uniform habit of carping at the preacher, 
under whose ministrations in the pulpit the parents 
and children sit together. And every person who 
thus carps, is a sufferer in his personal character by 
the evil course in which he indulges; so that his 
spiritual life isdwindling at the very time, and through 
the very means, by which he injures the souls of his 
fellows and gladdens the heart of the Devil 

Think of this, every one of you! If you cannot be 
an active officer in the church, if you cannot teach 
in the Sunday-school, if you cannot bear a part in 
the social prayer-meetings of the congregation, if you 
cannot give liberally to all the beneficences which 
are pressed upon your attention from the pulpit, and 
if you cannot enjoy the preaching of your pastor on 
your own account, see to it that you do not harm 
your fellows and harm yourself by carping at the 
preacher. And if, indeed, you do do all these good 
things, see to it that you do not more than neutralize 
your well-doing in them all, and prove a curse instead 
of a blessing in your congregation, by carping at the 
preacher. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


On every side there are Sunday-school library com- 
mittees desiring help in the selection of books for the 
schools they represent. While the responsibility in such 
a case must always rest upon the representatives of the 
school peculiarly interested, they are entitled to all the 
assistance they can gain from the report of intelligent 
and disinterested readers of the many books from which 
a selection must be made. One of the best known helps 
of this sort is the list of “books approved by the Con- 
necticut Ladies’ Commission on Sunday-school Books,” 
which has been frequently mentioned in these pages. A 
supplemental list issued by this Commission covers the 
books selected between May, 1887, and May, 1888. The 
full list now runs from June, 1881, to May, 1888. The 
secretary of the Commission, in sending the full list, 
says: 

I send you by this mail a copy of the list of books approved 
by the Connecticut Ladies’ Commission on Sunday-school 





Books, with sapplement for May, 1888. One or more copies 
were sent you at the time of issuing, but I suppose were— 
naturally—overlooked, since no notice appeared. In con. 
sequence of this, that portion of our applications which depend 
upon The Sunday School Times, has éntirely fallen oj 
being about one-half of those received by the secretary, Haye 
you any objection to inserting notices of our lists as you receive 
them? We don’t wish you to commend them any farther thay 
you see fit; but-we only ask that those whouse them be notified 
when the annual supplement is ready. 

This announcement is flad|y made here, in the assurance 
that it will be valued by very many readers. A copy of 
the supplemental list of books commended will be sent 
by Miss Susan T, Clark, 799 Asylum Avenue, Hartford, 
Connecticut, to. any applicant who sends to her his or 
her name and post-office address, together with a stamp 
for return postage. Another “ list of books recommended 
for Sunday-school and parish libraries, by the [Episcopal] 
Church Library Association,” can be obtained, on the 
same terms, by application to the “Secretary of the 
Church Library Association, Cambridge, Massachusetts.” 
Still another list, of books suitable “for the earliest 
reading” of little folks, as prepared by “ Faith Latimer,” 
can be obtained, similarly; from Ward & Drummond, 
116 Nassau Street, New York. 


A remarkable trait of human nature, that is found 
among all peoples, and that has been manifested in all 
the ages, is a proneness to think of the past as a better 
period than the present; and this without any regard to 
the real facts in the case. It was while the Egyptians 
were at the very acme of their national greatness, that 
the conviction was strongest with them that prior to all 
the records of their ancient history there was a good 
old time when men were as gods, and the gods were as 
men, It was when the Hebrews were fairly out from 
their Egyptian bondage, and were on the very verge of 
a land of promised blessing, that they were almost as of 
one mind in believing that their slave-life in Egypt had 
been beiter than was their life of freedom and hope in 
Arabia. It was in the best days of Grecian supremacy 
that the Greeks called their age the age of iron, and were 
sure that it had been preceded by a heroic age; while 
prior to that there had been successively an age of brass, 
an age of silver, and, first of all, an age of gold. So uni- 
versal was this tendency in the days of Solomon and 
later, that the Preacher rebuked its unreasonableness, 
in the earnest words: “Say not thou, What is the cause 
that the former days were better than these? for thou 
dost not inquire wisely concerning this.” Don’t spend 
your strength in an effort to account for a state of things 
which has no reality in actual fact. And to-day, as in 
all the days before, there are moanings over a supposed 
decline from the *‘ good old days ”’—which never existed. 
Peculiarly is this tendency to overestimate the past, and 
to depreciate the present, evidenced in a popular opinion 
concerning the measure and the quality of family reli- 
gious instruction in Great Britain and in America. At 
every period of time in the last century or two it has been 
the custom, on both sides of the ocean, to believe and to 
assert that parental training and household religion were 
on the decline in Christian homes generally ; and this 
in spite of the fact that the tendency of the times, on 
both sides of the ocean, has been in the opposite direc- 
tion for a full century; and that there was never so 
bright a day as the present in this particular. A recent 
note in these pages, by the Editor, suggested this truth, 
in its substance ; and now there comes this exclamation 
of surprise from a clergyman of Maine: 

In The Sunday School Times of October 6, page 632, is a note 
of yours on parental training. Greatly surprised was I when 
I read it. I supposed nobody questioned the lamentable fact 
of the de¢line of religious parental instruction. The parents 
who are now fifty or sixty years of age know very well how 
they were taught, and admit that they give no such instruction 
asthey received. Persons from seventy-five to ninety years old 
all tell the sad story of this decline as they have witnessed it 
during their long period of life, Our New England fathers and 
mothers of a century ago and more trained their children as 
Timothy was trained, and as Daniel and Naaman’s Hebrew 
maid were trained. Tne chilfren of the past generations here 
in New England—and Old England too, I presume—sat at the 
feet of Grandmother Lois and Mother Eunice, Sad indeed isit 
that this is all changed, and the children now run loose. 

The statement by the Editor, which he now reaffirms, 
is that “the facts of history would seem to show that 
there was never so much of religious instruction in the 
family, and that such religious instruction was never 8° 
systematic and thorough, as at the present day ;” and 
that “in Great Britain and in America, family religio" 
has a prominence it never knew in Palestine in the days 
of Joshua or of Paul.” It is an error to suppose that 


the religious training of the young in the family ¥% — F 


general in New England, or outside of it, “a century 
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and more.” ‘On this point Dr. Trumbull, in his 
“Yale Lectures on the Sunday-school,” has furnished a 
compilation of facts which need to be looked at by one 
who is honestly in doubt, and who desires to know the 
‘simple truth. The progress of family religion during 
the past century and more is there tracked in the light 
of veritable history, in England, Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, and America. Unless those facts can be met by 
some other rejoinder than the penitent confessions of 
degenerate parents—be they more or fewer—who “ admit 
that they give no such instruction as they received,” they 
must stand as irresistible. There is, indeed, still room 
for progress in this sphere of good as in every other; 
but that the present days are far better than the past in 
this particular, is as clearly capable of convincing proof 
as is the fact that the ordinary modes of travel are an 
advance in rapidity and in safety over the modes of 
locomotion of a century ago, 








THE BLUEBIRD. 


“On his breast the earth : on his wings and back the sky.”—THOREAU, 
BY HENRY W. AUSTIN. 


To the window of my garret 
Came a bluebird yestermorn, 
And I fancied for a moment 
’T was the soul of Spring, new born; 
But I heard thy wind, October, 
Sighing like a ghost forlorn ; 
And the gray clouds, full of menace, 
Frowned the dancing leaves to scorn ; 
And the bluebird flew away : 


Flew away ere I could open 
Unto such a heavenly guest 
That old window of my garret, 
Near to which, perhaps, a nest 
Full of bluebirds once was hidden,— 
So, before his Southern quest, 
He had paused for one more visit 
Near the place he loved the best,— 
The old nest where he was born: 


Yes, was born. There is a hollow 
In the apple-tree close by ; 
And the bluebird (who doth carry 
On his back and wings the sky, 
And upon his breast the brown earth 
Of the springtime soft and shy), 
Trusteth often to things hollow— 
Precious hopes,—as you and I 
Oft have done and may again. 


May again? Nay, will do always, * 
Let us pray—since far more wise 
Is the habit of believing 
Than the wisdom cynics prize: 
Rather let us be like bluebirds, 
Who, although the brown earth tries 
Up their breasts to spread its color, 
Carry on their wings the skies— 
But my bluebird flew away: 


Flew away; and then this other 
Fancy came: how oft, indeed, 
Heavenly guests unsought might seek us 
In our grayest days of need, 
If we only to the music 
Of their coming wings gave heed! 
But they find our garret windows 
Closed too oft,—and so they speed, 
Like my bluebird, far away! 


Medfield, Mass. 





THE PUNISHMENT OF ACHAN’S TRESPASS. 


BY THE REV. SAMUEL T. LOWRIE, D.D. 


It is too limited a view, to contemplate the appalling: 


transaction in the valley of Achor as the punishment of 
Achan’s trespass. Thirty-six warriors slain by the men 
of Ai was part of the punishment. Worse than the loss 
of thirty-six lives in battle was the humiliation of Israel 
before their enemies. Joshua and Israel had borne with 
fortitude many greater losses of life and even greater 
defeat; but at this calamity “the hearts of the people 
melted and became as water;” and Joshua bewailed the 
Situation before the ark of the Lord until the evening, 
4s the preliminary of Israel’s utter destruction. All this 
Was part of the punishment of the trespass of one 
Israelite, 

The manner of the punishment indicated what was 
*xpressly charged when God arraigned the people for 
judgment; namely,that the entire nation was held account- 
able for trespass. The charge ran: “(Israel hath sinned ; 
yea, they have even transgressed my covenant which I 

‘ve commanded them; yea, they have even taken the 


ment was first visited on a few iu such a way as to punish 

the whole nation. This was the punishment proper of 
the trespass, so far as it was inflicted. The full measure 

of appropriate punishment would have been much more, 

had not the trespass been atoned for. According to the 

terms on which God gave the nation its triumph over 

Jericho, they were to be an accursed camp if they did 

not exterminate the inhabitants (Rahab and hers ex- 

cepted), and if they appropriated any of the spoil of the 
city. But as an accursed people, God would no longer 
be with them, and they could not stand before their 
enemies; in other words, they were doomed. 

In contemplating the severity of this judgment, it is 
important to note that we have no reason for supposing 
that it involved the condemnation of any to a lost state 
in the world of spirits. This forms no element in the 
transaction. Nothing in the record directs our thoughts 
to that, or justifies such an inference in the case of Achan 
or of his children, any more than in the case of the 
thirty-six slain in battle. If any of these were lost souls, 
it was not because of this trespass alone, but for sufficient 
reason beside that. The severity of this judgment was 
excision from the people of God in their earthly estate, 
involving an entire household, root and branch, and per- 
petuating their memory only as a reproach and warning 
beacon to others, and the manner of its execution. 

But what is left for our contemplation is enough to 
confound the sense of justice common among Christians, 
That the children of Achan should be involved with 
him in destruction is the greatest stumbling-block. The 
extent to which this is felt appears in the willingness of 
commentators to suppose that the children of Achan 
were only led out to be spectators of what was done, 
or to assume that they were cognizant of his guilt, and 
by their silence partakers in it. But the supposition is 
an evasion of the obvious meaning of the record; and 
the assumption is a feeble effort to give a color of justice 
to this severity, As if, were it necessary to save the 
character of God’s justice, the inspired record would not 
itself take care of that! We have no more ground for 
inferring the willing complicity of Achan’s children in 
his guilt than for inferring the same of the men slain in 
battle. The ground for the inference is not that they 
were likely to know of the crime, but that they were 
held accountable for it, But so was the whole nation, 
though profoundly ignorant of what had been done. 
If we do not find it compatible with divine justice that 
the lives of thirty-six soldiers and of Achan’s children 
should be sacrificed in consequence of Achan’s trespass, 
though they were unaware of his trespass, we leave this 
an instance of the inscrutable justice of God. We must 
leave many things so. This, however, does not appear 
to be one of them. It is one of “those things that hap- 
pened to Israel by way of example, and was written for 
our admonition.”’ The men directly concerned under- 
stood the justice as it was displayed, and concurred in it; 
and we may aspire to see as clearly as they, that in these 
transactions God “was justified when he spoke, and 
clear when he judged.” 

The present matter is an instance of administrative 
justice, and purely belonging to divine judgment, as 
much asdeath by lightning or pestilence, and the excision 
of Korah and his company by engulfing them in the 
earth. It exhibits nothing pertaining to ordinary human 
justice. Appeal to Deuteronomy 24, therefore, has no 
relevancy as establishing a presumption that Achan’'s 
children were not involved in his destruction. - Nothing 
in these transactions can be understood unless we believe 
that God had entered into a close and personal relation 
with Israel as a nation, and that, acting in that relation, 
he was in the midst of his people, and was himself their 
captain, leading them to the conquest and occupancy of 
the promised land. But with this understanding, God’s 
rights in the premises will appear. Foremost of all is 
his own glory, and what was due to that. What his 
glory is, and what was due to it in the premises, only 
God himself could show. He showed this when, in 
taking Jericho, he exacted the extermination of the 
inhabitants, and the consecration of the spail to himself. 
Leaving aside how that concerned his glory, as not 
involved in the present matter, it is obvious that, God 
having claimed this by a command, that was a covenant 
(v. 11) prescribing the terms on which he gave his peo- 
ple their triumph, Achan’s trespass was an invasion of 
the glory of God. It was a trespass on th¥#very holiness 
of God, who will not give his glory to another. For 
Achan took for himself what was expressly and by cove- 
nant that day reserved to be “holiness to the Lord” 
(Josh. 6: 19). The measure- of such a crime could be 
given only by God himself; and he gave a measure. It 
appeared in the penalty attached to trespassing the cove- 





ved thing.” Agreeably to this charge, the punish- 


ately found themselves under the ban. The signal of it 
was defeat and humiliation before their enemies; and 
some lives cut off from inheriting the promised land. 
The perplexing problems of justice are : 

1. Why treat the trespass of one as the trespass of all? 
2. Why punish the unoffending, and not the offender 
alone? j 
8. Why cut off the children with the offending parent? 
Regarding the first of these: Some things by their 
very nature, and some acts by reason of the relation of 
the agents, attach to the whole body because of its essen 
tial organic communion. Leprosy in the hand makes 
the whole a leprous body. A treaty or covenant of one 
nation with another establishes a situation wherein the 
community acts through the individuals composing it, 
Is it a fishing treaty?. Then the action of a single 
fisherman violating the treaty is a national violation of 
the treaty. Such was the situation established when 
Jericho was taken, by the covenant terms on which God 


the whole nation, but the power of breaking it resided 
in each individual. One did break it; and so the nation 
had broken the covenant, and was justly charged with 
the trespass, and held accountable for it. 


Regarding the second inquiry above: In the situation 


righteously fall on one member of the community as on 

another, as a way of touching the whole. The proper 

consequence of the natioual trespass in Achan’s case was 

the penalty previously imposed; namely, the divine ban. 

Whenever the effects of it fell, the blow was righteously 

inflicted. -We have rather to admire the leniency of the 
blow that actually fell, than cause tostumb!e at its severity, 

Only a detachment of Israel was defeated, and only a few 
lives were lost. Similar human justice rarely falls out so 
well. God was dealing with Israel as a nation; and it 
was Israel’s highest privilege to be treated so. There was 
recognition of privilege in the very way the punishment 
fell. Let a great power punish the trespass of a feebler 
independent neighbor by entering its province and 
punishing the personal and sole trespasser; that would 
be a greater calamity to the feebler power than the most 
ruinous retaliation in the national way,—for it would be 
the nullification of the nation, whereas the latter way 
would recognize the nation. The punishment in Achan’s 
case fell in a way that pointedly recognized the nation 
in its solidarity, and left it room to repent and make 
atonement. 

As for the third inquiry above: We have seen that 
what was done to Achan and his children comes under a 
very different category from the blow that fell on the 
nation. It was not the punishment of the trespass, but 
the atonement, that lifted the ban. Soin David’s time 
the three years of famine was the punishment of the 
nation for the breach of the national and divinely sanc- 
tioned covenant with the Gibeonites; whereas the hang- 
ing of seven of Saul’s posterity was the atonement. The 
justice of God is exhibited in 2 very different light in 
this transaction, as punishment and atonement are very 
different things. 

In atonement there is substitution. And here was 
substitution that represented the nation that was found 
in trespass. It was not an individual; for he could not 
represent the unity of national community. It was a 
household that would represent that. The substitute 
was “devoted,” as the nation itself had been in conse- 
quence of the trespass, The household, with all its 
substance, as under the ban, was utterly cut off from 
covenant relations with God in the existing dispensation, 
and destroyed from the earth. By this was exhibited 
what the whole nation had incurred and what they were 
spared, and therewith the glory of divine holiness and 
justice and forbearing mercy. 

If any still stumble at the devotion of the children in 
this way, who may have been of tender age as well as 
personally inoffensive, let them ask themselves the ques- 
tion, “If atonement might be required at all for such a 
trespass, with such a penalty, what less than the sacrifice 
of human life to God could satisfy the conditions? and 
what lives could be devoted so fittingly as those that 
belonged to the household found in trespass, just as 
through ascending degrees and widening circles the 
family and the tribe and the nation were found in 
trespass?” 

The present perplexity narrows down to the question, 
“May God justly sacrifice human life in atonement? 
May God righteously use life in this way to exhibit the 
nature and value of covenant relations between himself 
and men? May he demand such sacrifice except through 
the willing surrender of life by those to whom he gaveit?” 





nant, The crime was committed, and the nation immedi- 


gave the nation their triumph. The covenant was with — 


just represented, the consequences of trespass would as 


The Christian who has learned to say, as Paul, “Iam - 
ready, not to be bound only, but to die for the name of — 








































































































































tity by electricity is not too dearly paid for by the sacri- 
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the Lord Jesus,” will unhesitatingly answer these ques- 
tions in the affirmative. What is his willingness to die 
in this way, but the acknowledgment of God's propriety 
in his life, and right to devote it as lie pleases? What is 
the martyr’s glory in dying for the gospel, but the as- 
surance that life is put to its noblest use when exhibit- 
ing the glory of God? The Christian doctrine of death 
involves the affirmative of the above questions. For 
men die not in the course of nature, that is, their 
original nature, but because God has required their 
death for the transgression of sin; and he sets the time 
and manner of their dying to serve his own glory. 
. As for those who have not learned to own God’s pro- 
priety in themselves, and “not to account their lives 
dear to themselves” in comparison with God’s right,— 
_ let such corisider the right that men suppose they have 
to dispose of human life. The anarchist thinks he may 
sacrifice lives in indiscriminate slaughter to make way 
for the supremacy of his detestable ideal of social exist- 
ence. The state claims the right’to sacrifice the lives of 
its citizens in waging war. Society consents to see many 
lives sacrificed annually as the condition of introducing 
and using agencies of material well-being, such as elec- 
tricity, steam, gunpowder, kerosene oil, natural gas, 
_ mining. These things are pursued and men enlisted in 
' tthe service with the certainty of sacrificing lives. Life 
__ fig not held as dear as the advantages gained. The cause 
of war is held to be worth the lives it costs. Lighting a 


fice of some lives in the service. Shall men have right to 
_ dispose of human life, and God no right? Are only the 
achievements and exhibition of human wisdom, power, 
and benevolence in the sphere of material well-being of 
value enough to justify the sacrifice of human life? Are 
‘such things as “ God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety 
in us, and the zeal he hath to his own worship,” too 
inconsiderable to be exhibited and made effectual by the 
tacrifice of human life? Precisely to this dilemma do 
the perplexities we have been considering narrow down. 
These perplexities have been felt wherever revealed 
religion has spoken to man. If the revolt of the senti- 
‘ment of justice against God’s judgments as there repre- 
sented is greater in this age of Christendom than in 
foregoing ages, it may only be because the modern 
achievements of men in materialistic science and 
‘material well-being have made them prouder than be- 
fore, and more ready to measure themselves with God in 
dignity and rights. We may leave the issue as thus 
presented. We see it is simply the issue that is daily 
and. hourly contested. On the part of those who con- 
tend for God, it may be formulated just as Joshua ex- 
pressed it to Achan: “ My son, give, I pray thee, glory 
- to the Lord God of Israel.” 


Philadelphia, 





THE BOYS’ BRIGADE. 
BY THE REV. JOHN D, GLASS. 


About five years ago an enthusiastic Sunday-school 
teacher in Scotland, who was at the same time a promi- 
nent officer in a volunteer corps, attempted to solve the 
problem of how best to retain and influence the senior 
boys connected with the Sunday-schools. 

In the course of his long experience he discovered 
that the great: majority of boys left school about the 
age of fifteen, under the evident impression that they 
were too big antl manly for the Sunday-school. 

_In view of this fact, he conceived the idea that noth- 
‘ing could be more attractive to boys at such an age than 
some organization of a military nature. Boys, he knew, 
were inherently fond of soldiering and drill; and he 
decided to take hold of this fact, and use it for Christ. 
To present Christ in the aspect which naturally appeals 
to a boy’s nature; that of the stainless leader, “without 
fear and without reproach;” the leader who commands 
his reverence and constrains him to aim at being worthy 
to “ follow in his train,”’—was the idea upon which the 
foundation of the Boys’ Brigade was laid. Its promoter 
felt that what boys wanted more than almost anything 


else at this stage in their life, was to be taught habits of 


reverence, obedience, discipline, and self-respect,—habits 
that would form the best foundation on which to 
build up useful Christian lives; and such habits he 
hoped would be developed through the organization he 
contemplated. 


Beginning with his own school, he gave his idea shape 


and form, The plan worked marvelously well, and soon 


‘attracted the attention of other schools, where similar 
‘organizations were quickly formed. Within a year from 
‘the time of its inauguration,‘the movement had grown 
sufficiently to justify its wider organization; and now, 


has all the appearance of being a permanent auxiliary 
to both Sunday-school and church. 

The following statistics, from the Jast report issued, 
indicate the progress made. Beginning, in 1883, with a 
single company connected with one of the Glasgow 
schools, the Brigade gained strength rapidly; and in 
December, 1887, the report shows that 268 companies 
had been formed, with 565 officers in charge, and 8,616 
boys in regular attendance. While its chief strength 
remains in the place of its birth (Glasgow), it has long 
since ceased to be a local movement, Already it has 
spread over all the chief,towns in Scotland and many 
large towns in England. It has also begun to take root 
in the British Colonies, and in America (St. Louis) one 
company has been formed. Its progress has been alto- 
gether remarkable; and the results of its work, as indi- 
cated by the reports of officers and superintendents, have 
been most satisfactory, and far beyond the expectations 
of its promoter. It has served its chief purpose by 
keeping thousands of senior boys in touch with church 
life and work, who might otherwise have lapsed and 
degenerated, while in every company there has been 
developed an esprit de corps which makes for Christian 
manliness. 

The following extracts from the Constitution of the 
Brigade will best explain its object and methods: “The 
object of the Boys’ Brigade shall be the advancement 
of Christ’s kingdom among boys, and the promotion of 
habits of reverence, discipline, and self-respect, and all 
that tends towards a true Christian manliness. Military 
organization and drill shall be used as a means:af secur- 
ing the interest of the boys, banding them together in the 
work of the Brigade, and promoting among them such 
habits as the Brigade is designed to form,” : 
“The Brigade shall be composed of companies, which 
shall be connected with churches, missions, or other 
Christian organizations.” The Boys’ Brigade is unde- 
nominational. Its members are drawn from all sections 
of the Protestant Church. Any boy between the ages of 
twelve and seventeen years, and connected with a Sun- 
day-school, is eligible for membership. Its officers are 
almost all Sunday-school teachers; and most. of them, 
because of their connection with some military organi- 
zation, are qualified to give. drill instruction. Where 
officers are not so qualified by experience, they readily 
obtain the knowledge required by studying a text-book 
on military drill. 

A uniform, consisting of cap and belts, has been 
adopted; and where the expense can be afforded, the 
boys are supplied with model rifles. In addition to this, 
many companies, through the liberality of friends of the 
movement, have been provided with instrumental bands. 

In the organization of the Brigade there are three dis- 
tinct administrative units: (1) The company; (2) the 
battalion ; (8) the brigade. The company is the detach- 
ment of boys connected with each church or school. It 
has a local designation, and is numbered according to 
the order of its formation, as 47th Glasgow. Each 
company is under the command of a captain, assisted 
by lieutenants. 

When three or more companies exist in a town or dis- 
trict, they may form themselves into a battalion, the 
officers forming a Battalion Council to manage their 
own affairs, 

The term “ Brigade” embraces the whole organiza- 
tion. The captains of all the companies form its council, 
and out of this council an executive committee is ap- 
pointed annually. 

Each company is self-supporting, and the small amount 
required for executive expenses is raised by annual sub- 
scription from the several companies. With the excep- 
tion of the Brigade secretary, whose time is wholly 
devoted to the work, all the officers give their services 
gratuitously. | 

When a company has been formed, and is in working 
order, a meeting for drill is generally held once a week. 
The boys are required to come on parade looking smart 
and clean, and be ready to “‘fall in” sharp to the minute. 
After being formed up in line, heads are uncovered, and 
prayer is offered up by one of the officers. Then military 
drill goes on for about three-quarters of an hour. The 
closing services consist of a suitable hymn sung by the 
boys, and a short address from one of the officers, after 
which they al} join in repeating the Lord’s Prayer, 

Besides the a‘dresses given at drill, company Bible 
classes are formed, and are conducted on much the same 
lines as a Young Men’s Bible Class, except that military 
organization is kept in view as far as it is helpful. 

These are the chief meetings; but with the company 
organization for a backbone, many other instructive and 





aiter five years of life, it is thoroughly consolidated, and 





conducted, and meetings held for instru in what. 
ever is calculated to develop the physical or mental sidg 
of a boy’s nature. 

Every such meeting is in charge of an officer, and jg 
opened and closed with prayer. Christ is put at the 
head of everything, and the boys are taught to believe 
that religion should enter into all the duties and pleasures 
of life, and should not be confined to a few odd hours of 
a Sabbath day. ; 

The whole movement, is quite a new departure in con. 
nection with Sunday-schodl work ; and appealing, as it 
does, to. the imagination of the boys, it is likely to grow 
in. popularity and usefulness. 

It has certainly already proved itself to be a useful 
means of indacing senior boys to remain connected with 
Sunday-school until they reach early manhood; and the 
training it gives them cannot fail to develop in them an 
interest in church life and work, which, without its 
influence, might have been entirely wanting. 

While founded on a distinctively Christian basis, reli- 
gion is not dragged in as an excuse. It animates all, 
and is presented to the boys as a life of brightness and 
bravery. It lays hold of boys at a critical period in their 
lives, and by emphasizing the necessity of unswerving 
obedience as a secret of strength, it teaches a lesson much 
needed in these days. 


Philadelphia. 





THE HEART. 


BY THE REY. H, B, SWARTZ. 
(From the German of Herman Neumann.) 
Two rooms hath every human heart, 
Where dwell 

The joy and pain apart, 

When joy awakes in one, 
Then pain 

In quiet slumbers on. 

O joy! more careful thou must be. 
Speak low, 

Lest pain be waked by thee. 


Wollaston, Mass. 





A TENNIS RACKET IN A CATHEDRAL. 
»» BY DELIA W, LYMAN. 


“ A tennis racket on a cathedral wall?” Yes, anda 
pack of cards, some dice, and a violin; and I discovered 
them for myself, and it happened in this wise: 

One morning, during a recent summer in England, my 
host agreed to drive me to Wells to see its beautiful 
cathedral. It was an enchanting morning; the blue sky 
was only broken by a few great white clouds which 
lazily sailed along; the meadows over the hawthorn 
hedge were thick with daffodils and primroses; under 
the trees the children were making cowslip balls; the 
birds sang as if they were intoxicated by the beauty of 
the day; and every now and then came the plaintive 
notes of the cuckoo, which I had never heard outside of 
the kinder-symphonies we used to give in America. 
Foochou, the yellow dog who came from China, was 
bounding over the lawn, impatiently waiting for us to 
set forth; and Wilding, the pony, had pawed quite 4 
hole in the smooth gravel carriage-drive before my host 
appeared ; and, stepping into the low phaeton, we were oft. 

A twenty minutes’ drive over a perfect road, the blue 
-hills of Mendip at our left, fine country homes on either 
side, brought us in the heart of the quaint little town of 
Wells. Passing beneath the fine old gateway which 
leads to the cathedral buildings, we might have imagined 
ourselves back in the fifteenth century. Completely 
shut off from the bustling little market-place by a high 
wall, a restful atmosphere of peace and quiet, which 
hardly seemed to belong to our busy times, surrounde 
this the most beautiful group of cathedral buildings 
England. 

A broad expanse of velvet lawn, “ y-powdered with 
daisy,” lay between us and the imposing west front of 
the cathedral, with itsytwo towers and curious facade 
almost entirely covered with statued niches. At the 
left lay the deanery, and that ideal retreat for the schol 
arly recluse, the bishop’s close. At the right, an '7 
covered and turreted wall, surrounded by one of the 'ev 
perfect moats in England, enclosed the bishop’s palace 
and garden, of which an enchanting glimpse, across ‘! 
drawbridge and under a fine portcullised gateway, ™ 
afforded. In one of the little corner turrets of this si 
wall, good Bishop Ken wrote his famous “ Morning and 
Evening Hymns.” 

Leaving Wilding to enjoy the shade of a great eth 





interesting developments have taken place, Athletic 
clubs have been formed,.ambulance classes have been 


we entered the cathedral. I shall not try to describe | 
beauty; it is one of the smallest and by no means} 
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most imposing of the English cathedrals, but it has 
many exquisite portions which are elsewhere unsurpassed. 

That morning chanced to be a holy day, and we were 
just in time to hear part of the morning service beauti- 
fully.chanted by the white-robed choir. We softly 
dropped into some chairs, and waited for the service to 
conclude. A moment later, when I was kneeling during 
one of the prayers, I suddenly heard a “‘klick, klick,” 
and, glancing in the direction of the sound, discovered, 
to my surprise, a comical-looking little man comfortably 
ensconced over an arch in the north transept, kicking 
out his little wooden legs. With each kick a bell 
sounded, and in a moment a troop of small mounted 
horsemen solemnly emerged from an opening in the 
wall beneath, and as solemnly marched around to another 
opening, through which they disappeared. By that time 
I had discovered that this amusing machinery belonged 
to a great clock, one of the most curious in England. 
Soon I learned to let the little mannikin kick out his 
quarter-hour chimes without so much as taking my eyes 
from my prayer-book. This, however, is a digression ; 
and I presume you think I have forgotten all about that 
tennis racket. 

After service, my host was called off bv the Dean, so 
I was left to explore at my own sweet will. Nothing 
could better have pleased me; for I knew these wonder- 
ful old buildings were full of curious and interesting 
corners which the ordinary rushing tourist has no time 
io discover. 

I wandered into the beautiful octagonal chapter-house, 
and admired its exquisitely fretted ceiling, which sprang 
like a wonderful opening flower from the central pillar. 
I rambled through the cloister, and tried to people it in 
my imagination with the old monks who walked to and 
fro beneath its arches three hundred years ago; but it 
was hard to do, for that time seemed so very far away. 

Entering the church again, and walking along by the 
semicircle of little chapels in the rear of the choir, my 
eye was suddenly caught by a tennis racket engraved on 
a brass tablet on the wall. 

“A tennis racket,” I exclaimed out loud, “ here in 
this place!” On looking nearer, I saw not only a tennis 
racket and ball, but a pack of cards, some dice, a pair of 
dancing-pumps, a broken sword, a cavalier’s hat, and a 
violin. Above was the kneeling figure of a young man, 
and the words “ Vana valete,”—* Vain things, farewell.” 
And these “vain things” which, except for the hat, 
fitted just as appropriately any youth of to-day, belonged 
toa young man who died in 1618,—over two hundred and 
fifty years ago. All at once those long years seetfied to 
be blotted out, and this Humphrey Willis, who liked 
tennis and cards and dancing, was a very real person to 
me. “ We like the same kind of things in whatever age 
we live,” thought I, and then fell to translating the 
epitaph underneath. I made it out to be: 

“Here lies Humphrey Willis, Knight, son of Hum- 
phrey Willis, Knight, who died October 21, in the twenty- 
eighth year of his age, in the year of our Lord 1618. To 
his pious memory his mourning wife erects this tablet. 
My worse part is living, and my better part is buried. 
I live that I may perish; he perishes that he may live. 
O earth! to thee I commend these ashes and my griefs, 
until to these ashes I myself as ashes be joined.” 

Taking my seat on a marble sarcophagus near by, no 
soul being near to chide me for my irreverence, I took 
out my pencil and note-book, and in the dim religious 
light of the old cathedral, with Sir Humphrey Willis’s 
dust reposing beneath me, I copied the epitaph as it stood, 
and here it is: 

“Hic situs est Humfredus Willis armiger filivs Hvm: Willis 
‘ ar: qvi obiit 

Octob: 21 anno aetatis suze 28: An° Dfii 1618. 

Hoe pie memorize sacrum lugens vxor posvit. 

Deterior pars viva mea meliorg sepulta est 

Vt peream vivo vivat vt ille perit : 
Terra tibi hos cineres commendo meosq dolores 
Hvic cineri donec tradar et ipsa cinis.” 


New Haven, Conn. 





WEEK-DAY BIBLE WORK. 
BY V. F. P. 

Be our work what it may, chiefly religious work or 
chiefly business, as Christian men and women we wish 
chiefly to make all helpful to others in leading them 
to Christ, 

We have found for ourselves that only in Bible study 
can we gain that close personal knowledge of our Saviour 
that’ enables working with and for him to “endue us 
plenteously ” with the Holy Spirit. And only when we 
are “ filled with the spirit ” will our work for Christ have 

© power and inspiration that God’s work demands. 


the light in which it is to be interpreted;” we have 
found that the old truths are capable, through its study, 
of such marvelous unfolding, that life here could never 
be sufficient for even the comprehension our finiteness 
is capable of. 

Having found out this for ourselves, we want those we 
meet to make the attempt to read the Book that alone 
can so rouse us. Some may try systematic reading if we 
tell of what we have discovered,—for each ardent reader 
does discover; no second-hand knowledge can impart it. 
But in our Sunday-school classes, what can we do to 
secure the beginning of system? One teacher told me 
she marked in her class-book the number of days each 
scholar remembered to read. This plan I adopted, and 
it has worked well. Even one who never had read 
before, except on rare occasions, reports seven days’ 
readings sometimes. 

Step number one being taken, next came the question, 
What do they read? So I asked each one, “Where do 





you read in your Bible?” 

Usually the answer was, “Oh! just where I happen to 
open it.” 

There must be moresystem. TooneI once said, “ We 
have been studying the life of Christ in Matthew. Now, 
would you like to read what John tells of Christ in his 
Gospel? At another time the Psalms were recommended 
for all of us to read at the same time. Some could read 
Several at a time; some only a few verses. 

In class I have references to be found always, These 
are much liked; and when we have insufficient time, as 
frequently happens, I would copy two or three references 
on slips of paper, and give them for home readings. But 
these slips were so easily forgotten; they could be lost 
in spite of care. Permanency was suggested by their 
fragility. Atastationer’s, after some trouble in hunting 
for good quality at reasonable prices,—for every little 
must count,—I found some tiny blank-books, not three 
inches long, bound in réd, in blue, and in black leather. 
They could be carried in a small pocket. They were 
quite dainty, even beside some of the Russia-leather 
“address books” that help make up the outfit of a 
dainty, aristocratic desk. Of course, each must have 
name and date carefully written on the first page, with 
“Bible Readings” some distance below. Then the les- 
son for the next Sunday, just the chapter and verses, 
while the parallel passage was writien below it, and two 
verses from the lesson following, to act as a reminder 
that Sunday was not time enough for its study. Any 
other verses bearing on the chief thought might be 
added; but my class cannot retain much at a time. 

After we had gone over our lesson in such a way that 
each had received and answered some leading question, 
I produced these little books, and told of the hunt I had 
had to get just what I wanted; for I had found out that 
even a trifle may be properly invested with value. And 
are there, after all, any such things as trifles? is it not 
that our vision is defective? And they were well re- 
ceived. After every lesson some new verses are to be 
written in them, either by me or the scholars, as they 
prefer,—for we cannot consult our pupils too much in 
certain lines, and we know too well how little their 
lives lead to, individuality. I said these books were to 
enable them to see what they had been doing during the 
year. Now they could know how much and what they 
had read. Of course, I would continue to mark the 
number of days each had read the Bible during the 
week; that I preferred one verse a day to a dozen 
chapters read at once. 

From the “ Pansy” I had obtained the following ques- 
tions, which I asked each te use for the daily readings: 

“1, What is there in this reading that I ought espe- 
cially to remember?” 

‘2. Is there a direction for me to follow? if so, what?” 

«3, Is there something for me to avoid? if so, what?” 

“4. How can I make these verses help me through 
the day?” 

These were printed on slips of paper, and given to all 
present; but I am having them printed on cards, to 
be used as markers, with the heading: “Search the 
Scriptures.” 

Germantown, Pa. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


Pas 
ROY’S SECRET. 
BY FANNIE BELL. 


It was a crisp October Sunday, and a hint of winter 
was in the air. It was growing dusk, and night’s sable 
curtain was fast hiding the golden glory in the west. 





We have found for ourselves that “the Bible generates 


I was hastening home from the bedside of-a sick friend, 


Already the library windows flashed out their beacon of 
welcome, and I was almost at the gate when I sawa ~ 
child standing quietly in the pathway. 

We had a new neighbor in the house across the street, 
and in an instant I was sure the little one belonged there, 
I stopped, for the child was shivering. 

“T wonder if this is Mrs. Seaton’s little boy,” I said. 

“ Ess’m,” a sweet voice answered, and off tame his 
velvet cap. “My name is Roy. Is you Mrs, Smiff?” 

“Yes; but youare cold, my child. Does yourmamma 
know you are out here?” 

“*She’s gone to tide, and Bridget is out wif the key, so 
I tan’t get in; but—I do wiss mamma would come,” he 
added, wistfully. 

“Come in with me, and we will have a pleasant little 
visit till mamma comes,” I said, taking his hand, which 
he accepted with a confiding smile. 

Wraps laid aside, we sat down by the fire; and after 
a few preliminaries, which made us excellent friends, I 
inquired what he would like done for his pleasure. 

“T tan’t fink of anyfing so nice as stories, if you doesn’t 
mind,” was his reply. 

Accordingly I told him of David the shepherd lad, 
who went to war to see his brothers; of the mighty 
Goliath, who flung his taunts at the terrified Israelites; 
and finally of the brave youth, who, rejecting armor and 
weapons, slew the giant with five small pebbles and his 
shepherd’s sling. 

Roy listened breathlessly, and, as I finished, quickly 
exclaimed : 
“I wiss my mamma knew that pretty story. It isn’t 

true,—is it?” 

Think of it! In Christian New England,—and further 
conversation revealed the fact that this well-bred, hand- 
somely dressed, affectionate little boy knew nothing of 
prayer. He had heard other children talk of Sunday- 
school; and had asked his mother that morning if he 
could not go, and she had answered in the negative, 

Before there was any light in the house over the way, 
Roy had learned, ‘“‘ Now I lay me,”’—that first round in 
the prayer ladder which connects earth and heaven. 
We had also planned to have a secret together. As 
eight o’clock was his bedtime, I promised, when the 
library clock struck that hour, to repeat the little prayer, 
and think of him as doing the same thing. 

“An’ it'll be just our secret,—won’t it?” said the 
delighted child. 

At length I took him home to Bridget, who said his 
mamma had not yet returned home. 

We soon learned that Mrs. Seaton was finely connected 
and educated, but thoughtless and neglectful of the 
slightest religious obligation. When she was seventeen, 
she had married Sam Seaton, a wealthy, good-natured, 
but withal unprincipled, young man. After a few years 
he died of consumption, brought on by his habits. His 





able but worthless men. 

She loved her little Roy, but forgot him at times, 
when bent on her own selfish and giddy pleasures; 30 
the child was fondled one day, to be neglected the next, 

After that evening Roy and i met often; and he grew 
to love the dear Saviour, who “said such nice words to 
little boys,” as he expressed it. 

Frequently, as I passed him in the street, he would 
pause to whisper, “I ’member the secret every night, 
—lo you?” 

One day we heard he was ill, “A slight sore-throat— 
nothing more,” said his mamma; but in the evening the 
bell rang sharply, and I heard Bridget asking, “ An’ 
would the missis come over,—the poor darlint is afther 
dyin’, jist now.” 

Without a word, I snatched a shawl, and, hurrying 
over, found it to be even so. “ 

The agonized mother was bending over the little suf- 
ferer, who opened his eyes, and smiled, when I entered 
the room. 

“ Jesus wants me to come and have the secret with 
him,” he whispered softly. “ Can’t you have it—with 
mamma—now? ” as 

“Yes, darling,” I answered, keeping back my tears. 
“We will say it together now.” 

We commenced, the poor mother joining in, with a 
voice fullof emotion: _ 

* Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If I should die—” 

Little Roy’s hand relaxed its hold on mine, and in an 
instant the sweet spirit had fled, to be forever with that 
loving Friend who has said “Of such is the kingdom . 
of heaven.” 





Amherst, N. Hi. 
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widow was too light and gay by nature to mourn very 
long, and soon received attention from various fashion- 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—_——— ’ 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1888.] 




















~ ae 
- Md . 
1. Octobe 7.~The Commission of Josh Josh, 121-9 
2, October 14.—Crossing the Jordan Josh. 3 : 5-17 
8, October 21.~—The St of M rial = Josh, 4: 10-24 
4. October 28.~The Fall of Jericho Josh. 6 : 1-16 
5. November 4.—Defeat at Ai. Josh, 7: 1-12 
6. November 11.—Caleb’s Inheritance. Josh. 14 : 5-15 





4. November 18.—Helping One Another.... .. Josh. 21 : 48-45 ; 22: 1-9 
8, November 25.—The Covenant Renewed..............0++s00+++++ J OBh. 24 : 19-28 















9. December 2,—Israel Under Judges. Judg. 2 : 11-23 
10, December 9.—Gideon’s Army Judg. 7:18 
i, December 16.—Death of S Judg, 16 : 21-31 
12, December 23.—Ruth’s Choice. Ruth 1 : 16-22 





13. December 30.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, Num. 6 : 1-4; or, 
Missionary Lesson, Psa. 67 : 1-7. 





LESSON V., SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1888. 


Titte: DEFEAT AT AL 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Josh. 7: 1-12, Memory verses, 10-12.) 


_. COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


1 But the children of Is’ra-el| 1 But the children of Israel 
committed a trespass in the ac- committed a trespass in the 
cursed thing: for A’chan, theson devoted thing: for Achan, the 
of Car’mi, the son of Zab/di, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, 
sonof Zé’/rah, of the tribe of J0’- the son of Zerah, of the tribe 
dah, took of the accursed thing: of Judah, took of the devoted 
and the anger of the Lorp was thing: and the anger of the 
KRindled against the children of Lorp was kindled against the 
Ts’ra-el, children of Israel. 

«2 And Jésh‘u-a sent men from| 2 And Joshua sent men from 
ér’i-ch6é to Ai, which és beside Jericho to Ai, which is beside 

th-A’ven, on the east side of Beth-aven, on the east side of 
Beth’el, and spake unto them, Beth-el, and spake unto them, 
saying, Go up and view the saying, Go up andspy out the 
country. And the men went up land, And the men went up 
and viewed A’. and spied out Ai, And they 

8 And they returned to Jésh’u-a, returned t6 Joshua, and said 
and said unto him, Let notall the unto him, Let not all the peo- 
People go up; but let about two ple go up; but let about two 
ot three thousand men.go upand or three thousand men go up 
smite A; and make not all the and smite Ai; make not all 
people to labour thither; forthey the people to toil thither; for 
are but few. 4 they are but few. So there 

4 So there went up thither of went up thither of the people 
the people about three thousand about three thousand men: 
men; and they -fled before the and they fled before the men 
men of A‘. 5 of Ai. And the men of Ai 

~§ And the men of A smote of| Smote of them about thirty 
them about thirty and six men: and six men: and they chased 
for they chased them from before them from before the gate even 
the gate even unto Shéb/a-rim, unto !Shebarim, and smote 
and smote them in the going| them atthe going down: and 
down: wherefore the heatts of} the heartsofthe people melted, 
the people melted, and became | 6 and became as water. And 
as water. Joshua rent his clothes, and 

6 ¢ And Jésh’u-a rent his fell to the earth upon his face 
clothes, and fell to the earth| before the ark of the Lorp 
upon his face before the ark of| until the evening, he and the 
the Lorp until the eventide,he| elders of Israel; and they put 
and the elders of Is’ra-el, and put | “7 dust upon their heads, And 
dust upon their heads, Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

7 And Jiésh’/u-a said, Alas, O Gop, wherefore hast thou at 
Lord Gop, wherefore hast thou| 41 brought this people over 
at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us into the 
Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, tocause 
hand of the Am/o-rites, to destroy us to perish? would that we 
us? would to God we had been| had been content and dwelt 
content, and dwelt on the other} 8 beyond Jordan! Oh Lord, 
side Jordan ! what shall I say, after that 

8 O Lord, what shall I say, Israel hath turned their backs 
when Is‘ra-el turneth their backs | 9 before their enemies! For the 
before their enemies |! Canaanites and all the inhabi- 

@ For the Ca’naan-ites and all tants of the land shall hear of 
thé inhabitants of the land shall| _it, and shall compass us found, 
hear of it, and shall environ us aud cut off our name from the 
round, and cut off ourname from earth: and what wilt thou do 
the earth: and what wilt thou | 10 for thy great name? And the 
do unto thy great name? Lorp said unto Joshua, Get 

10 And the Lorp said unto} thee up; wherefore art thou 
Jésh’u-a, Get thee up; wherefore} thus fallen upon thy face? 
liest tliou thus upon thy face? 11 Israel hath sinned; yea, they 

11 Is‘ra-el hath sinned, end have even transgressed my 
theyshave also transgressed my covenant which I commanded 
covenant which I commanded them: yea, they have even 
them: for they have even taken taken of the devoted thing; 
of the accursed thing,'and have and have also stolen, and dis- 
also stolen, and dissembled also, sembled also, and they have 
and they have put i even among even put it among their own 
‘their own stuff. 12 stuff. Therefore the children 

12 Therefore the children of of Israel cannot stand before 
te’ra-el could not stand before their enemies, they turn their 
their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, 
batks before their enemies, be- because they are become ? ac- 
cause they were accursed: neither cursed : I will not be with you 
will I be with you any more, ex- any more, except ye destroy 
cept ye destroy the accursed from the devoted thing from among 
_ among you. you. 








LOr, the quarries 2Seech vi. 18. 
The American Committee would substitute ‘‘Jehovah” for “ the 
Lorp” in verses 1, 6, and 10, and for ‘‘ Gop” in verse 7. 





LESSON PLAN, 
Topic OF THE QUARTER: God’s Promises Fulfilled. 
Goxpen Text FOR THE QUARTER: There Sailed not aught 


Lxsson Tortc: Failing Through enigrecsiont 
1. Disaster, vs. 1-5. 
Lesson OUTLINE: {2 Distress, vs. 6-9. 
3. Reproof, vs. 10-12. 


Go.pen Text: Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and 
not to covetousness.—Psa. 119 : 36. 


Darty Home READINGs: 


M.—Josh. 7 :1-12. Failing through transgression. 
T.—Josh, 7 : 13-26. Evil put away from Israel. 
W.—Josh, 8 : 1-28. Success at Al. 

T.—Judg. 16 :4-21. Failure*through transgression. 
F,--Rev. 2; 1-29. Imperiled by iniquity. 

$.—Rev. 3: 1-22, Imperiled by iniquity. 

$.—Psa. 46;1-11. Our sure defense, 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. DISASTER, 
1. Trespass: 


Israel committed a trespass in the devoted thing (1). 


The city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein (Josh. 6:17). 

Keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest... ye make... Israel 
accursed (Josh, 6 : 18), 

Achan ... took of the devoted thing (Josh. 7 : 1). 

I saw,... I coveted, ... and took (Josh. 7 : 21). 


il. Anger: 
The anger of the Lord was kindled against ... Israel (1). 


The anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses (Exod, 4 ; 14). 
So will the anger of the Lord be kindled (Deut. 7 : 4), 

God distributeth sorrows in his anger (Job 21 : 17). 

A God that hath indignation every day (Psa. 7 : 11). 


Ul. De‘eat: ; 
They chased them from before the gate, .. .and smote them (5). 


The Canaanite . .. smote them, and beat them down (Num. 14: 45). 

The Amorites, . . chased you, as bees do (Deut. 1; 44). 

Therefore the children of Israel cannot stand (Josh, 7 : 12). 

The wicked flee when no man pursueth (Prov. 28 : 1). 

1. ‘The children of Israel committed a trespass,”’ (1) Prohibition ; 
(2) Opportunity ; (3) Transgression; (4) Penalty.—A trespass : (1) 
By whom? (2) In what? (8) Against whom? 

2. ‘* The anger of the Lord was kindled,”’ ,, Jehovah's anger : (1) Its 
nature ; 2) Its causes; (3) Its consequences. 

3. * They fie mane the men of Ai.”’ (1) Jehoyah’s indignation ; 
(2) Israel’s humiliation ; (3) Ai’s triumph. 


II. DISTRESS, 
|. Prostrate Suppliants: 


Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth,... he and the 
elders (6). 


Jacob rent his garments, ... and mourned (Gen. 37 : 34). , 

Moses and Aaron fell on their faces (Num. 14 : 5), 

David fasted, . . . and lay all night upon the earth (2 Sam, 12 : 16). 
Job... fell down upon the ground, and worshipped (Job 1 : 20), 


ll. Piteous Lamentations : 


Alas, O Lord God, ... would that we had... dwelt beyond 
Jordan ! (7.) 


All these things are 36). 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! (2 Sam. 1 : 25.) 
Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son (2 Sam. 18 ; 33). 
Let the day perish wherein I was born (Job 3 : 3). 


Wl. Earnest Inquiries : 
What wilt thou do for thy great name? (9.) 


Wherefore should the tians speak, saying—? (Exod. 82: 12.) 

O Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? (Judg 6 : 15.) 

Shew me wherefore thou contendest with me (Job 10 : 2). 

Return, O Lord; how long? (Psa. 90 : 13.) . 

1. ‘He and the elders of Israel.’’ (1) One in calamity ; (2) One in 
humiliation ; (3) One in supplication ; (4) One in deliverance. 

2, ‘* Alas, O Lord wherefore?’’. (1) Lamentation ; (2) Appeal ; 
(3) Inquiry.—(1) Our refuge in trouble ; (2) Our teacher in trouble ; 
(3) Our deliverer in trouble. 

8. ‘‘ What wilt thou do for thy great name ?’’ 
dishonored ; (2) God’s great name exalted. 


ainst me (Gen. 42: 


(1) God’s great name 


III. REPROOF. 
1. Action Demanded : : 
Get thee up ; wherefore art thou thus fallen? (10.) 


Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem (Isa. 51.: 17). 

Shake thyself from the dust ; arise, sit thee down (Isa. 52 : 2). 
Why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized (Acts 22 : 16). 

Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead (Eph, 5 : 14), 


il, Transgression Charged : 
Israel hath sinned (11). 


The children of Israel committed a trespass (Josh. 7 31). 
His angels he chargeth with folly (Job 4 : 18). 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one (Psa. 14 : 3). 
They are all under sin (Rom, 8 : 9). 


ill, Repentance Enforced : 


I will not be with you any more, except ye destroy the devoted 
thing (12). 


If thy presence go not with me, carry us not My ¢ hence (Exod. 33 : 15), 

Cast me not away from td Eon (Psa. 51: 11), 

Except ye.repent, ye shall all in like manner perish (Luke 13 : 8). 

I ea will move thy candlestick out of its place, except thou repent 
(Rev. 2 : 5). 
1. ‘‘Get thee up.” (1) Inactive repining condemned ; (2) Holy 

activity commanded. 

2. ‘*They have even transgressed my covenant.”’ (1) God’s cove- 
nant. established ; 2) God’s covenant transgressed ; (3) God's 
covenant vindicated. 

8. ‘‘I will not be with vou any more, except.”” (1) The benefits of 
God's presence ; (2) The conditions of God’s presence. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
PENALTIES OF TRANSGRESSION, 


Curse ou the ground (Gen. 8 : 17, 18). 

Sorrow to mankind (Gen. 3 : 16, 17, 19; Job 14 : 1). 
Shame (Rom. 6 : 21). 

Disquiet(Psa. 38:3 ; Isa. 48 : 22), 

Temporal reverses (Josh. 7 : 1-5). ba 

Death (Gen. 2:17; Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 6 : 28; Jas. 1 : 15). 
Exclusion from heaven (Gal, 5 : 19-21 ; Rev. 21 : 27). 
Borne by the Lord (Isa, 53 : 4-6 ; 1 Pet, 2 : 24). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The capture and destruction of Jericho, in accordance with 
the command set forth in the last lesson, are detailed in 
Joshua 6: 17-25. Specific directions were given (vs, 18, 19) 
in regard to the property found in the doomed city, The 
precious metals were to “come into the treasury of the Lord ;” 
all else was “devoted” in another sense, namely, to be 
destroyed. The infraction of this positive command and the 





of any good thing which the Lord had spoken wnte the house of 


Tarael; aii came to pass.—Josh, 21: 45. ~° 


. — a, 
6 : 26, a curse is pronounced upon the man who would rebuila 
Jericho (comp. 1 Kings 16 : 34). 
The place of the lesson is between Jericho and Ai. The 
latter, evidently a large (royal) city, was situated “beside 
Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el” (Josh. 7:2). This 
description indicates that when the Book of Joshua was 
written, the place was utterly desolate. The exact site is in 
dispute, being variously identified with at least three locali- 
ties in the. neighborhood of the modern village of Dayr 
Deewin,—Et Tell (“the hgap”’) to the north-west ; Khurbet 
(ruin) Haiyan, just south; and Khurbet Haiy, about three 
miles south. .Dayr Deewan is about twelve miles west-north- 
west of the site of Jericho} a hilly country intervening. 
The time is not stated; but the unsuccessful attack was 
probably but a short time after the destruction of Jericho, 
in the summer of the forty-first year after the exodus, 





~ CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Thus far Israel had been accompanied with manifest tokens 
of the Lord’s presence and favor. They had passed through 
the Jordan dry shod. The walls of Jericho had been miracu- 
lously thrown down before them. And the preceding chapter 
closes with the statement, “So Jehovah was with Joshua; 
and his fame was in all the land.’ The opening verse of 
this chapter reveals a fact to the reader which, though 
unknown to Joshua and to the mass of the people, prepares 
us to expect a serious reverse. 

Verse 1.—But the children of Israel committed a trespass : 
This is here attributed to thie whole people, which was really 
the act of but one man or one family. This is not because of 
any guilty participation in this trespass by others; there is 
no intimation that any others of the people were involved in 
a like crime. It is not even charged that others would have 
offended in the same way if they had been exposed to a 
similar temptation and a like opportunity. Nor is there any 
implication that others were privy to the crime of Achan, 
and by concealment of the fact became its abettors, and sharers 
in its guilt. In all probability his act was not known or sus- 
pected beyond the limits of his own family. Nevertheless, 
Israel was one people, and it is here dealt with as one cor- 
pvrate body. There was criminality in the midst of them. 
And it was necessary that it should be disavowed and pun- 
ished, in order that the people might be freed from all com- 
plicity and connection with it.—Jn the devoted thing: The 
term here used denotes that which was by an irrevocable vow 
devoted to the Lord, which therefore was inalienably his 
(Lev. 27: 28). Such a vow was by divine command laid 
upon Jericho and all that it contained, with the added direc- 
tion that the silver and gold and other metals should go into 
the treasury of the Lord, and with an emphatic warning that 
they should refrain from taking anything that had been thus 
solemnly set apart (Josh.6: 17,18). A like vow was not 
laid upon the property found in cities subsequently captured, 
the spoil of which the people were at liberty to appropriate 
to their own use (Josh. 8 : 2, 27).—Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah: He is 
called Achar in 1 Chronicles 2: 7, by a slight change of the 
name, so as to make it signify “troubler” (Josh. 7 : 25). 
Zerah was a son of Judah, who gave name to one of the 
families or principal divisions of that tribe. It is not neces- 
sary to suppose that Achan was of the fourth generation in 
the line of descent from Judah. The duration of the abode 
in Egypt (Exod. 12 : 40) shows that this could not have been 
the case; and this is confirmed by the parallel case of Joshua, 
who was ninth in descent from Ephraim (1 Chron. 7 : 22-27). 
Some of the links in the genealogy are omitted, as is fre- 
quently the case, the term “son” being used in the wide 
sense of descendant.—And the anger of Jehovah was kindled 
against the children of Israel: Anger is here, as often else 
where, represented under the figure of a consuming fire. Sin 
is the great object of God’s displeasure, and this gross act of 
criminality and disobedience must receive deserved punish- 
ment. It isa familiar fact in the providence of God; that 
transgressors involve others, with whom they are connected, 
‘in shame, distress, and suffering by their misdeeds. Israel 
was designed to be a holy people. It was only as a holy peo 
ple that the favor and blessing of God could rest upon them. 
The existence of unpunished crime among them forfeited this 
favor until it was detected and removed. This same ides 
was expressed in the rituél enjoined to make atonement in 
case of a murder whose perpetrator could not be discovered 
(Deut. 21 : 1-9). 

Verse 2.—Ai: First spoken of in the life of Abraham 
(Gen. 12: 8) as lying east from Bethel; it is probably the 
same as Aiath (Isa. 10 : 28) and Aija (Neh. 11 : 31).—Whiel 
is beside Beth-aven: A place, which has not been precislf 
identified in modern times, in the neighborhood of Bethel 
(Josh. 18: 12; 1 Sam. 13:5). On account of the significan® 


(Hos. 4: 15; 10: 5) applies it to Bethel, which, as a seat 
idolatrous worship from the time of Jeroboam (1 Kings !?! 
29, 32), no longer deserved to be called, as it had been f 








result Of it form the subject of the bresent lesson. In Joshua 


Jacob, “the house of God” (Gen. 28: 17, 19, 22).—@0% 





of this name, “house of wickedness,” the prophet Hox 













and spy out the land: Since it lay in the hill region, it ¥#" 
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higher ground than Jericho in the valley of the Jordan. 
They were to make a preliminary investigation of the place, 
in order to determine upon the proper method of attack. 

Verse 3.—Let about two or three thousand men go up: This 
estimate was probably based upon what they had learned of 
the population of the place (Josh. 8: 25). Out of a popula- 
tion of twelve thousand, there could not have been more than 
three thousand able-bodied men. Flushed with their past 
success, they could not conceive it possible that it was neces- 
sary to send more than man for man. 

Verse 4.—Joshua acted upon their report, and sent the 
number which had heen suggested. But they were put to 
flight by the men of Ai. 

Verse 5.—The number that fell in the engagement was 
inconsiderable, and most of these, no doubt, were slain during 
the pursuit which was kept up from before the gate of the city 
out of which the warriors of Ai issued, even unto Shebarim. 
The word means “ breaking” or “ fragments,” and may have 
been a name given to certain stone-quarries in that neigh- 
borhood, as it is interpreted in the Revised Version margin, 
or to a place marked by abrupt precipitous rocks.— And smote 
them at the going down: That is, the descent, or declivity.— 
And the hearts of the people melted: As a stout heart is indica- 
tive of courage and bravery, a melted heart denctes weakness 
and alarm (Josh. 2: 11), which is intensified by adding and 
became as water. They were reduced to a state of utter dejec- 
tion and incapacity. 

Verse 6.—And Joshua rent his clothes: In token of the 
deepest grief and agitation (Gen. 37 : 29, 34; 2 Sam. 1: 2, 11; 
Job 1:20; Joel 2: 13.)—And fell to the earth upon his face : 
In profound humiliation and in supplication.— Before the ark 
of Jehovah: They thus presented themselves at the place 
where God ordinarily manifested his presence.— Until the 
evening: They maintained this prostrate position before the 
ark with its mercy seat, the visible symbol of the throne of 
God, throughout the entire day. And Joshua was not alone 
in thus humbling himself in this suppliant attitude.—The 
elders of Israel did the same. These were the chief men, 
possessed of the principal authority in the several tribes, who 
here, as on other occasions, act as the representatives of the 
entire nation.— And they put dust upon their heads: As mourn- 
ers, overwhelmed with distress so as to be entirely regardless 
of their appearance (1 Sam. 4: 12; 2Sam.13: 19; 15: 32). 

Verse 7.—Joshua pleads with God in the strong confidence 
of faith. He is entirely unable to reconcile what has taken 
place with the attributes of God and with the pledge that he 
had implicitly given by bringing them into Canaan, that he 
would give them victory over their enemies, and put them 
in complete possession of the land. Instead of this, it appeared 
as though the very opposite was about to occur. The late 
disaster and defeat.seemed to presage that they would fall 
under the power of the Amorites, who are here named as one 
of the most powerful of the tribes that occupied Canaan, and 
as representative of the rest, and as the one that dwelt in the 
hill region about Ai (Num. 13: 29; Josh.5:1). If they 
had only crossed the Jordan to be destroyed by these power- 
ful tribes, it would have been better for them to have remained 
east of the river.— Would that we had been content : The Revised 
Version properly omits the reference to God which is found 
in the Authorized Version, but to which there is nothing 
answering in the Hebrew. 

Verse 8.— What shall I say? That is, there is nothing that 
can be said which would at all meet the case. It is unac- 
countable.—After that Israel hath turned their backs before their 
enemies: This shameful and most unexpected defeat, and the 
consequences that must result, are so contrary to all that the 
Lord had led them to expect, that he does not know what to 
make of it, or what to say. 

Verse 9.—For the OCanaanites and all the inhabitants of the 
land: Canaanites is sometimes used in a wide sense of all 
the inhabitants of Canaan; at other times, as here, it denotes 
one of the several tribes that occupied the country (Deut. 
7:1).—And eut off our name from the earth: Destroy us so 
completely that we shall never be heard of again, and our 
very name shall no longer exist.—And what wilt thou do unto 
thy great name: His argument is not based ‘on the merits of 
Israel, but upon the honor and the perfections of the Lord 
himself, So Moses pleads on the ground of the dishonor that 
it would bring upon the Lord to cast off his people (Exod. 
82: 12,18; Num. 14: 15,16). The promises which the Lord 
had given to Israel and their fathers, and his past dealings 
with them, made it inconsistent with the perfection of his 
nature that he should abandon them now. 

Verse 10.—Get thee up: It was a time for action, not for 
lying prostrate on his face. He ought to have assumed that 
the fault was elsewhere than in the Lord, and have set him- 
telf to discover where and what it was. 

Verse 11.—The real source of the trouble is here revealed. 

at is here again laid to the account of the entire people, 
which Was perpetrated by one of their number. The offense 
is described in a series’ of brief sentences setting forth its 
atrocity under different aspects.—JIsrael hath sinned: Com- 
mitted an offense against God; and this sin is of so gross a 
— as to be a breach of God’s covenant with them, and a 
Violation of a covenant by one of the parties releases the 
“ther from his engagements, And it was of that peculiar 





criminality which consisted in taking that which had been 
solemnly and irrevocably devoted to the Lord. It further 
involved theft and deception, inasrauch as Achan had concealed 
his criminal act or fraudu'ently pretended that was his own 
which was inalienably the Lord’s, And he had shown his 
determination to regard and treat it as his own by putting it 
among his own stuff, or household goods. 

Verse 12.—This was the reason of the defeat by which they 
had been so humiliated and disheartened. God had with- 
drawn his presence and aid from Israel in order to awaken 
in them the consciousness that something was wrong, and 
put them upon diligent and resolute efforts to discover it. 
It was only by divine help that they could overcome their 
enemies, or successfully resist them. Their immediate and 
imperative duty, therefore, as they valued their safety and 
their success, was to purge out this evil from among them. 
Then God’s saving presence would once more return to them, 
and make them again invincible. But he would not again 
assist them until this was done. And in our contest with our 
spiritual foes we shall be certainly given over to their power, 
unless the Lord is on our side. Whatever alienates him from 
us is ruinous. The only safety lies in keeping ourselves free 
from the accursed thing. An evil conscience makes men 
cowards and as weak as water. The consciousness that the 
Lord is with us can give us courage and win success even in 
the most desperate circumstances, and however great the 
odds that may be against us. 
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SUGGESTIVE JOTTINGS. 
BY THE REV. ALFRED EDERSHEIM, PH.D., D.D. 


1. The history of the defeat of Israel at Ai is in some sense 
the continuation of that of their success at Jericho, or, rather, 
it presents the reverse side of the same lesson. For our 
reverses teach the same lesson as our successes,—that of the 
need of the obedience of faith. And the more clear and 
direct God’s interpositions, or the more marked his blessings, 
the more speedy also, and decisive, will be the consequences 
of departure from him. The success vouchsafed to Israel at 
Jericho had not filled Joshua with overweening confidence. 
On the contrary, as became a good general, it made him only 
more cautious. The road which to this day passes from 
Jericho over the mountains into the interior of Palestine, 
was commanded by the comparatively small fortress of Ai, a 
city peopled by only about twelve thousand inhabitants 
(Josh. 8 : 25). Its importance to an advancing army will be 
evident by a glance at the map. Whether, with some writers, 
we locate the site of Ai to the south of the present village Dér 
Divan, or, with the majority of explorers, aoout twenty min- 
utes to the northwest of it, matters in this respect compara- 
tively little. Our own preference is for the latter location, 
where to this day a heap of ruins on the top of a hill bears 
the name of Et Tel, “a heap,’—the very word which is used 
in Josh. 8 : 28 (Rev. Ver. margin) in regard to Ai. In any 
case, a fortress in that district would command the road to 
Jerusalem, which is only a few hours distant, while north- 
wards a victorious army might march into the heart of the 
country, as afterwards Israel advanced unopposed into the 
fertile district of Samaria. Besides, it appears from Joshua 
8:17 that there was a league between the kings of Ai and 
Bethel. The latter was only at a distance of about three- 
quarters of an hour, being separated from Ai by a high inter- 
vening hill. It was on this hill that Abram had pitched his 
tent and built an altar (Gen. 12:8); and it was there that 
the patriarch and Lot had afterwards surveyed the land, 
when Lot chose the fertile Jordan valley for his place of 
abode (Gen. 13 : 4, 10). 

2. In the absence of any special directions by God, Joshua 
had, as previously noticed, sent a party to report on Ai. 
They advised that only two or three thousand men would be 
required for its conquest. Joshua sent the larger number, so 
as to make sure oi success, It is quite evident that alike 
Israel and their leader regarded the fall of Jericho as an 
exceptional divine interposition, and prepared themselves to 
gain the rest of the land by force of arms. Whether or not 
they were right in this view, there was one element which 
always required to be taken into account. It was this: that 
in the ordinary course of events, and the ordinary use of 
means, God has to be reckoned with quite as much as in 
what are called extraordinary interpositions. Indeed, the 
boundary line between the two is by no means so sharply 
marked as is sometimes supposed. We might almost say 
that he who can pass a day without recognizing the hand of 
God, would scarcely recognize it on.any day, however clearly 
it were manifested. In the present instance, the result accorded 
neither with the expectation of the spies nor with the pre- 
cautionary measures taken by Joshua. The inhabitants of 
Ai, taught by what had happened in Jericho, no longer 
trusted in the security of their walls, but, probably joined by 
a contingent from Bethel, boldly advanced to give battle to 
Israel. The latter were defeated, with the loss of a number 
of men, and, hotly pursued, fled back into their camp. It 
had been I-rael’s first battle on the soil of Palestine, and 
Israel’s first defeat. The result was immediate and utter 
demoralization (v.5). And indeed the situation was such as 
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might well alarm the boldest: It meant not only defeat, but, 


if unretrieved, it would lead to a combination of Canaanitish — 
tribes, to which, if the contest was to be waged in man’s — 


strength, Israel would assuredly succumb, to their utter 
destruction (vs. 7-9); for, above all things, it meant that God 
had forsaken his people, and left them to themselves. 

3. If the heart of Israel “ melted,” it cannot be said that 
Joshua and the elders rose to any loftiness of faith. Indeed, 
its presence appears only in their humiliation (as mourners, 
“with rent clothes,”) before God, in their acknowledgment 
of him in fasting and prayer, and in their identification of 


the cause of Israel with the glory of God (v. 9, last clause), 


Yet this is ever the safest plea, as well as the highest; but it 
also implies the necessity of purification from sin. If the 
cause of his people be the cause of God, then must his people 
be cleansed from all sin. 

In the present instance, the sin of Israel consisted in the 
appropriation of part of what had been banned by Achan, or, 
as he is called in 1 Chronicles 2: 7 (also in the Septuagint, 
Vatican Codex, and by Josephus), Achar,—“ he that afflict- 
eth.” It should be remembered that according to the divine 
command, which Joshua had emphatically repeated (Josh, 
6: 18), Israel was to derive no personal advantage from the 
capture of Jericho. In token that it was wholly due to the Lord, 
all within the city was to belong to him. The first Canaanit- 
ish stronghold and all its defenders were to receive that pun- 
ishment which should mark the divine judgment on the full 
measure of their sins. But all within Jericho that was of 


intrinsic and permanent value was to be consecrated to the — 


treasury of the Lord (Josh. 6: 19). Thesin of Achan, there- 
fore, consisted not only in taking what was not his, but in a 
breach of the covenant which God had made, in theft of what 
had belonged to God, and in an act of dissimulation,—the 
profession being that all had been surrendered. From the 
solidarity of Israel, the whole people were involved in this 
crime and guilt, so long as it remained unconfessed and 
unpunished (v. 11). 

3. These considerations explain the severity of the judg- 
ment which befell Achan, and show how impossible it was 
that God should have given success to Israel in their advance 
against Ai (v.12). Such success would have implied either 
that the contest was to be decided by the prowess of Israel, 
or else that God coudoned a breach of hiscovenant. It need 
scarcely be remarked that each of these suppositions involves 
an absolute contradiction of the whole meaning of this his- 
tory. His aid is given to us although we have sinned, but 
not while we are sinning. But here also he often mercifully 
brings us—it may be by trials or reverses—to the knowledge 
of our sin, What, however, is most impressive, is what we 
regard as the rebuke to Joshua. His prayer (vs. 7-9) seems 
to have implied only mourning and complaint that God had 
forsaken Israel. The rebuke of the Lord (v. 10) meant that 
this was not a time for prayer, but for self-examination, on 
the part of Israel; not for complaint, but for repentance. It 
was not that God had forsaken Israel, as Joshua seemed to 


imagine, but that Israel had forsaken God. It was this that . 


needed inquiry. And is the lesson thus conveyed not also 
that which comes home alike to the church and to individual 
Christians in days of sorrow and defeat? ‘“ Get thee up.... 
Israel hath sinned.” It is not success we want, irrespective 
of our personal condition before God. That success alone is 
success, and worth the seeking or the having, which cometh 
from his presence and blessing. And that is not real or, at 
least, lasting defeat, which brings us to our knees, and leads 
to self-examination and the cleansing from all sin. 


University of Oxford, England. 





THE SIN OF ONE THE DEFEAT OF MANY. 
BY ALEXANDER MCLAREN, D.D. 


This lesson naturally parts itself into: 1, The hidden 
sinner (v. 1); 2, The repulse by which it is punished (vs. 


2-5); 3, The prayer of remonstrance (vs. 6-10); and 4, The — 


answer revealing the cause (vs. 10-12). We may briefly note 
the salient points in these four divisions, and then consider 
the general lessons of the whole. 

Observe, then, that the sin is Jaid at the doors of the whole 
nation, while yet it was the secret act of one man. That isa 
strange “for” in verse 1—the people did it; “for” Achan 
did it. Observe, too, with what bitter particularity his 
descent is counted back through three generations, as if to 
diffuse the shame and guilt over a wide area, and to blacken 
the ancestors of the culprit. Note also the description of the 
sin. Its details are not given, but its inmost nature is, The 
specification of the Babylonish garment, the shekels of silver, 
and the wedge of gold, is reserved for the sinner’s own con- 
fession ; but the blackness of the deed is set forth in its prin- 
ciple in verse 1. It was a “breach of trust,” for so the 
phrase “committed a trespass” might be rendered. The 
expression is frequent in the Pentateuch to describe Israel’s 
treacherous departure from God, and has this full meaning 
here. The sphere in which Achan’s treason was evidenced 
was “in the devoted thing.” The spoil of Jericho was set 
aside for Jehovah, and to appropriate any part of it was 
sacrilege. His sin, then, was double, being at once covetous- 
ness and robbing God, Achan, at the beginning of Israel’s 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 


~~ a 
Be, 


[Fourth Quarter, 1888.] 


1. October 7.~The Commission of J: 


hb 


Josh, 121-9 





2, October 14.—Crossing the Jordan 


Josh. 3 : 5-17 





8, October 21.—The St of M 


tal Josh, 4 : 10-24 





4. October 28.~The Fall of Jericho. 


Josh. 6 : 1-16 





5. November 4.—Defeat at Ai. 
6. November 11.—Caleb’s Inheritance. 


Josh. 7: 1-12 
Josh. 14 : 5-15 








7. November 18.—Helping One Another 
8. November 2%.—The Covenant Renewed 
9. December 2.—Israel Under Judges. 


10. December 9.—Gideon’s Army 





Hi, December 16.—Death of & 


Judg. 16 : 21-31 





12, December 23.~—Ruth’s Choice 


Ruth 1 : 16-22 





13. December 30.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, Num. 6 : 14; or, 


Missionary Lesson, Psa. 67 : 1-7. 





LESSON V., SUNDAY, 


NOVEMBER 4, 1888. 


TitLe: DEFEAT AT AI. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Josh. 7: 1-12. Memory verses, 10-12.) 


COMMON VERSION. 


1 But the children of Is’ra-cl 
committed a trespass in the ac- 
cursed thing: for A’chan, the son 
of Car’mi, the son of Zab/di, the 
son of Zé’rah, of the tribe of J0’- 
dah, took of the accursed thing: 
and the anger of the Lorp was 
Kindled against the children of 
Is’ra-el. 

«2 And Jésh’u-a sent men from 
ar’i-ché to Ai, which is beside 

th-i’yen, on the east side of 
Béeth’el, and spake unto them, 
saying, Go up and view the 
country. And the men went up 
and viewed A‘. 

8 And they returned to Jésh’u-a, 
and said unto him, Let notallthe 
People go up; but let about two 
of three thousand men.go upand 
smite A; and make not all the 
people to labour thither; forthey 
, are but few. 

4 So there went up thither of 
the people about three thousand 
men; and they fled before the 
men of A’. 

“§ And the men of A‘I smote of 
them about thirty and six men: 
for they chased them from before 
the gate even unto Shéb/a-rim, 
and smote them in the going 
down: wherefore the heartts of 
the people melted, and became 
as water. 

6 ¢ And Jodsh’u-a rent his 
clothes, and fell to the earth 
upon his face before the ark of 
the Lorp until the eventide, he 
and the elders of Is’ra-el, and put 
dust upon their heads, 

7 And Jésh’u-a said, Alas, O 
Lord Gop, wherefore hast thou 
at all bronght this people over 
Jordan, to deliver us into the 
hand of the Am/o-rites, to destroy 
us? would to God we had been 
content, and dwelt on the other 
side Jor’dan ! 

8 O Lord, what shall I say, 
when Is‘ra-el turneth their backs 
before their enemies |! 

@ For the Ca’naan-ites and all 
the inhabitants of the land shall 
hear of it, and shall environ us 
round, and cut off our name from 
the earth: and what wilt thou 
do unto thy great name? 

10 § And the Lorp said unto 
Jdsh’u-a, Get thee up; wherefore 
liest tliou thus upon thy face? 

11 Is‘ra-el hath sinned, and 
theyehave also transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded 
them: for they have even taken 
of the accursed thing,‘and have 
also stolen, and dissembled also, 
and they have put i even among 
their own stuff. 

12 Therefore the children of 
Ie’ra-el could not stand before 
their enemies, but turned their 
hatks before their enemies, be- 
Cause they were accursed: neither 
will be with you any more, ex- 
cept ye destroy the accursed from 


REVISED VERSION. 


1 But the children of Israel 
committed a trespass in the 
devoted thing: for Achan, the 
son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, 
the son of Zerah, of the tribe 
of Judah, took of the devoted 
thing: and the anger of the 
Lorp was kindled against the 
children of Israel. 

2 And Joshua sent men from 
Jericho to Ai, which is beside 
Beth-aven, on the east side of 
Beth-el, and spake unto them, 
saying, Go up andspy out the 
land, And the men went up 
and spied out Ai, And they 
returned t6 Joshua, and said 
unto him, Let not all the peo- 
ple go up; but let about two 
or three thousand men go up 
and smite Ai; make not all 
the people to toil thither; for 

4 they are but few. So there 
went up thither of the people 
about three thousand men: 
and they fled before the men 

5 of Ai. And the men of Ai 
smote of them about thirty 
and six men; and they chased 
them from before the gate even 
unto 1Shebarim, and smote 
them at the going down: and 
the hearts of the people melted, 

6 and became as water. And 
Joshua rent his clothes, and 
fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the Lorp 
until the evening, he and the 
elders of Israel; and they put 

“7 dust upon their heads, And 
Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 
Gop, wherefore hast thou at 
all brought this people over 
Jordan, to deliver us into the 
hand of the Amorites, tocause 
us to perish? would that we 
had been content and dwelt 

8 beyond Jordan! Oh Lord, 
what shall I say, after that 
Israel hath turned their backs 

9 before their enemies! For the 
Canaanites and all the inhabi- 
tants of the land shall hear of 
it, and shal] compass us found, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth; and what wilt thou do 

10 for thy great name? And the 
Lorp said unto Joshua, Get 
thee up; wherefore art thou 
thus fallen upon thy face? 

11 Israel hath sinned; yea, they 
have even transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded 
them: yea, they have even 
taken of the devoted thing; 
and have also stolen, and dis- 
sembled also, and they have 
even put it among their own 

12 stuff. Therefore the children 
of Israel cannot stand before 
their enemies, they turn their 
backs before their enemies, 
because they are become 2 ac- 
oursed ; I will not be with you 
any more, except ye destroy 
the devoted thing from among 





_ among you. 


1Or, the quarries 2Seech vi. 18. 


you. 


The American Committee would substitute i eal for “the 
Lorp” in verses 1, 6, and 10, and for “‘ Gop” in verse 7. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER : God’s Promises Fulfilled. 


Gorpen Text For THE QUARTER: There failed not aught 


of any good thing which the Lord had spoken wnie the house of 
Terael; ali came to pase.—Josh, 21: 45. 





Lesson Toptc: Failing Through Transgression. 
1. Disaster, vs. 1-6. 

2. Distress, vs. 6-9. 

3. Reproof, vs. 10-12. 


Go.prEn Text: Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and 


Lesson OUTLINE: { 


not to covetousness.—Psa. 119 : 36. 


DartyY Home READINGS: 


M,—Josh. 7 :1-12. Failing through transgression. 
T.—Josh. 7 : 13-26. Evil put away from Israel. 
W.—Josh. 8 : 1-28. Success at Al. 

T.—Judg. 16 :4-21. Failurethrough transgression. 
F.—Rey. 2: 1-29. Imperiled by iniquity. 

$.—Rev. 3; 1-22. Imperiled by iniquity. 

$.—Psa. 46;1-11. Our sure defense, 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. DISASTER, 
1. Trespass: 


Israel committed a trespass in the devoted thing (1). 


The city shall be devoted, even it and all that is bee om. 6:17). 

Keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest... ye make. . Israel 
accursed (Josh, 6 : 18). 

Achan ,.. took of the mee thing (Josh. 7:1). 

I saw,... I coveted,... and took ( Osh. y 21). 


Il. Anger: 
The anger of the Lord was kindled against ... Israel (1). 


The anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses (Exod, 4 : 14). 
So will the anger of the Lord be kindled (Deut. 7 : 4). 

God distributeth sorrows in his anger (Job 21 : 17). 

A God that hath indignation every day (Psa. 7: 11). 


il. De’eat: 
They chased them from before the gate, . . .and smote them (5). 


The Canaanite . .. smote them, and beat them down (Num. 14 : 45), 
The Amorites. . . chased you, as bees do (Deut. 1: 44). 
Therefore the children of Israel cannot stand (Josh, 731%). 
The wicked flee when no man pursueth (Prov. 28 : 1). 
1. ‘The children of Israel committed a one we) Prohibition ; ; 
¢) Opportunity ; @) Transgression ; (4) Fenalty. —A trespass : (1) 
Soap ? (2) In what? (3) Against Ww hom? 
2. ‘‘ The anger of the Lord was kindled,”’ Jehovah's anger : (1) Its 
nature ; ab ie Its causes; (3) Its consequence: 
3. ** They fi the men of Ai.” (1) Jehovah's indignation ; 
(2) Israel's emitlations ; (3) Ai’s triumph, 


II, DISTRESS, 
1. Prostrate Suppliants: 


Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth,...he and the 
elders (6). 


Jacob rent his garments, ... and mourned (Gen. 37 : 34). 

Moses and Aaron fell on their faces (Num. 14 : 5). 

—— fasted, . .. and lay all night upon the earth (2 Sam, 12 : 16). 
Job... fell down upon the ground, and worshipped (Job 1 : 20). 


i. Piteous Lamentations : 
Alas, O Lord God, . 
Jordan ! (7.) 
aptinst me (Gen. 42: 


All these things are 36). 
How are the mighty fe ‘allen in the midst of the battle ! (2 Sam. 1 : 25.) 
Would God Ih ed for thee, O Absalom, my son (2 Sam. 18 ; 33). 
Let the day perish wherein I was born (Job 8: 3). 
itt. Earnest Inquiries : 
What wilt thou do for thy great name? (9.) 
Wherefore should the 9 yore speak, aoee-t (Exod. 82: 12.) 
O Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? (Judg 6 : 15.) 
Shew me wherefore thou contendest with me Gov 10: : 2), 
Return, O Lord ; how long? (Psa. 90 : 13.) 
1. ‘“‘He and the elders of Israel.”” (1) One in calamity ; (2) One in 
humiliation ; (3) One in supplication ; (4) One in deliverance. 
2. ** Alas, O Lord God, wherefore?”’. (1) Lamentation ; (2) Appeal ; 
(3) Inquiry. —(1) Our res in trouble ; (2) Our teacher in trouble ; 
(3) Our deliverer in troubl 
8. ‘What wilt thou do for ay, great name ?”’ 
dishonored ; (2) God’s great name exalted. 


. would that we had... dwelt beyond 


(1) God’s great name 


III. REPROOF. 
1. Action Demanded : ‘ 
Get thee up ; wherefore art thou thus — ? (10.) 
Awake, ermahn, send. up, O Jerusalem (Isa. 51: 17). 
Shake thyself from the dust ; arise, sit thee aon (Isa, 52 : 2). 
Why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized (Acts 22 : 16). 
Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead (Eph. 5 : 14), 


Il. Transgression Charged : 

Israel hath sinned (11). 
The children of Israel committed a tespeee, ‘eg 7 31). 
His angels he chargeth with folly (Job 4 : 
There is none that doeth good, no, not tT. psa 14 : 3). 
They are all under sin (Rom. 8 : 9). 


lll, Repentance Enforced : 


I will not be with you any more, except ye destroy the devoted 
thing (12). 
If thy presence go not with me, carry us not = doy Dy hence (Exod. 33 : 15), 
Cast me not away from ig byge (Psa. 5 
em > iy repent, ye shall all in like manner perish (Luke 18 ; 8). 

‘as move thy candlestick out of its place, except thou repent 
(Rev. 2 : 5). 
sx Tse thee up.” (1) Inactive repining condemned ; (2) Holy 

activity commanded. 

2. “They have even transgressed my covenant.’’ (1) God’s oe. 

2) God’s covenant transgressed ; (3) God 


nant, established ; 
(1) The benefits of 


covenant v indicate 
8. “I will not be with vou any more, except.” 
God's presence ; (2) The conditions of God’s presence. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
PENALTIES OF TRANSGRESSION, 


Curse on the ground (Gen. 8 : 17, 18). 

Sorrow to mankind (Gen. 3 ; 16, 17, 19; Job 14 : 1). 
Shame (Rom. 6: od 

Disquiet (Psa. 38:3; Isa. 48 : 22), 

Temporal reverses ‘a osh, 7 : 1-5). 

Death (Gen. 2:17; Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 6 : 28; Nek 1 : 15). 
Exclusion from heaven (Gal. 5 : 19-21 ; Rev. 21: 27). 
Borne by the Lord (Isa. 53 : 4-6; 1 Pet. 2: 24). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The capture and destruction of Jericho; in accordance with 
the command set forth in the last lesson, are detailed in 
Joshua 6: 17-25. Specific directions were given (vs. 18, 19) 
in regard to the property found in the doomed city, The 
precious metals were to “come into the treasury of the Lord ;” 
all else was “devoted” in another sense, namely, to be 
destroyed. The infraction of this positive command and the 
result of it form the subject of the’bresent lesson, In Joshua 


‘in shame, distress, and suffering by their misdeeds. 


6 : 26, a curse sb padbbaaieit wall eo hk Whiebldlt cotane 
Jericho (comp. 1 Kings 16 : 34). 

The place of the lesson is between Jericho and Ai. The 
latter, evidently a large (royal) city, was situated “beside 
Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el” (Josh. 7:2). This 
description indicates that when the Book of Joshua was 
written, the place was utterly desolate. The exact site is in 
dispute, being variously identified with at least three locali- 
ties in the. neighborhood of the modern village of Dayr 
DeewAn,—Et Tell (“the heap”) to the north-west ; Khurbet 
(ruin) Haiyan, just south; and Khurbet Haiy, about three 
miles south. _Dayr Deewan is about twelve miles west-north- 
west of the site of Jericho; a hilly country intervening. 

The time is not stated; but the unsuccessful attack was 
probably but a short time after the destruction of Jericho, 
in the summer of the forty-first year after the exodus, 





~ CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Thus far Israel had been accompanied with manifest tokens 
of the Lord’s presence and favor. They had passed through 
the Jordan dry shod. The walls of Jericho had been miracu- 
lously thrown down before them. And the preceding chapter 
closes with the statement, “So Jehovah was with Joshua; 
and his fame was in all the land.” The opening verse of 
this chapter reveals a fact to the reader which, though 
unknown to Joshua and to the mass of the people, prepares 
us to expect a serious reverse. 

Verse 1.—But the children of Israel committed a trespass : 
This is here attributed to the whole people, which was really 
the act of but one man or one family. This is not because of 
any guilty participation in this trespass by others; there is 
no intimation that any others of the people were involved in 
alike crime. It is not even charged that others would have 
offended in the same way if they had been exposed to a 
similar temptation and a like opportunity. Nor is there any 
implication that others were privy to the crime of Achan, 
and by concealment of the fact became its abettors, and sharers 
in its guilt. In all probability his act was not known or sus- 
pected beyond the limits of his own family. Nevertheless, 
Israel was one people, and it is here dealt with as one cor- 
p-rate body. There was criminality in the midst of them. 
And it was necessary that it should be disavowed and pun- 
ished, in order that the people might be freed from all com- 
plicity and connection with it.—In the devoted thing: The 
term here used denotes that which was by an irrevocable vow 
devoted to the Lord, which therefore was inalienably his 
(Lev. 27: 28). Such a vow was by divine command laid 
upon Jericho and all that it contained, with the added direc- 
tion that the silver and gold and other metals should go into 
the treasury of the Lord, and with an emphatic warning that 
they should refrain from taking anything that had been thus 
solemnly set apart (Josh. 6: 17,18). A like vow was not 
laid upon the property found in cities subsequently captured, 
the spoil of which the people were at liberty to appropriate 
to their own use (Josh. 8 : 2, 27).—Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah: He is 
called Achar in 1 Chronicles 2: 7, by a slight change of the 
name, so as to make it signify “troubler” (Josh. 7 : 25). 
Zerah was a son of Judah, who gave name to one of the 
families or principal divisions of that tribe. It is not neces- 
sary to suppose that Achan was of the fourth generation in 
the line of descent from Judah. The duration of the abode 
in Egypt (Exod. 12 : 40) shows that this could not have been 
the case; and this is confirmed by the parallel case of Joshua, 
who was ninth in descent from Ephraim (1 Chron. 7 : 22-27). 
Some of the links in the genealogy are omitted, as is fre- 
quently the case, the term “son” being used in the wide 
sense of descendant.—And the anger of Jehovah was kindled 
against the children of Israel: Anger is here, us often else 
where, represented under the figure of a consuming fire. Sin 
is the great object of God’s displeasure, and this gross act of 
criminwity and disobedience must receive deserved punish- 
ment. It isa familiar fact in the providence of God; that 
transgressors involve others, with whom they are connected, 
Israel 
was designed to be a holy people. It was only as a holy peo- 
ple that the favor and blessing of God could rest upon them. 
The existence of unpunished crime among them forfeited this 
favor until it was detected and removed. This same idea 
was expressed in the rituél enjoined to make atonement in 
case of a murder whose perpetrator could not be discovered 
(Deut. 21 : 1-9). 

Verse 2.—Ai: First spoken of in the life of Abraham 
(Gen. 12: 8) as lying east from Bethel; it is probably the 
same as Aiath (Isa. 10 : 28) and Aija (Neh. 11: 31). — Which 
is beside Beth-aven: A place, which has not been precisely 
identified in modern times, in the neighborhood of Bethel 
(Josh. 18: 12; 1 Sam. 13:5). On account of the significan® 
of this name, “house of wickedness,” the prophet Hose 
(Hos. 4: 15; 10: 5) applies it to Bethel, which, as a seat 
idolatrous worship from the time of Jeroboam (1 Kings !?: 
29, 32), no longer deserved to be called, as it had been 
Jacob, “the house of God” (Gen. 28: 17, 19, 22). — Oo ae 





and spy out the land: Since it lay in the hill region, it wase 
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higher ground than Jericho in the valley of the Jordan. 
They were to make a preliminary investigation of the place, 
in order to determine upon the proper method of attack. 

Verse 3.—Let about two or three thousand men go up: This 
estimate was probably based upon what they had learned of 
the population of the place (Josh. 8: 25). Out of a popula- 
tion of twelve thousand, there could not have been more than 
three thousand able-bodied men. Flushed with their past 
suecess, they could not conceive it possible that it was neces- 

sary to send more than man for man. 

Verse 4.—Joshua acted upon their report, and sent the 
number which had been suggested. But they were put to 
flight by the men of Ai. 

Verse 5.—The number that fell in the engagement was 
inconsiderable, and most of these, no doubt, were slain during 
the pursuit which was kept up from before the gate of the city 
out of which the warriors of Ai issued, even unto Shebarim. 
The word means “ breaking” or “ fragments,” and may have 
been a name given to certain stone-quarries in that neigh- 
borhood, as it is interpreted in the Revised Version margin, 
or to a place marked by abrupt precipitous rocks,— And smote 
them at the going down: That is, the descent, or declivity.— 
And the hearts of the people melted: As a stout heart is indica- 
tive of courage and bravery, a melted heart denotes weakness 
and alarm (Josh. 2: 11), which is intensified by adding and 
became as water. They were reduced to a state of utter dejec- 
tion and incapacity. 

Verse 6.—And Joshua rent his clothes: In token of the 
deepest grief and agitation (Gen. 37 : 29, 34; 2 Sam. 1: 2,11; 
Job 1: 20; Joel 2: 13.)—And fell to the earth upon his face: 
In profound humiliation and in supplication.— Before the ark 
of Jehovah: They thus presented themselves at the place 
where God ordinarily manifested his presence.— Until the 
evening: They maintained this prostrate position before the 
ark with its mercy seat, the visible symbol of the throne of 
God, throughout the entire day. And Joshua was not alone 
in thus humbling himself in this suppliant attitude.—The 
elders of Israel did the same. These were the chief men, 
possessed of the principal authority in the several tribes, who 
here, as on other occasions, act as the representatives of the 
entire nation.—And they put dust upon their heads: As mourn- 
ers, overwhelmed with distress so as to be entirely regardless 
of their appearance (1 Sam. 4: 12; 2Sam.13: 19; 15: 32). 

Verse 7.—Joshua pleads with God in the strong confidence 
of faith, He is entirely unable to reconcile what has taken 
place with the attributes of God and with the pledge that he 
had implicitly given by bringing them into Canaan, that he 
would give them victory over their enemies, and put them 
in complete possession of the land. Instead of this, it appeared 
as though the very opposite was about to occur. The late 
disaster and defeat.seemed to presage that they would fall 
under the power of the Amorites, who are here named as one 
of the most powerful of the tribes that occupied Canaan, and 
as representative of the rest, and as the one that dwelt in the 
hill region about Ai (Num. 13: 29; Josh.5:1). If they 
had only crossed the Jordan to be destroyed by these power- 
ful tribes, it would have been better for them to have remained 
east of the river.— Would that we had been content : The Revised 
Version properly omits the reference to God which is found 
in the Authorized Version, but to which there is nothing 
answering in the Hebrew. 

Verse 8.— What shall I say? That is, there is nothing that 
can be said which would at all meet the case. It is unac- 
countable.—After that Israel hath turned their backs before their 
enemies: This shameful and most unexpected defeat, and the 
consequences that must result, are so contrary to all that the 
Lord had led them to expect, that he does not know what to 
make of it, or what to say. 

Verse 9.—For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the 
land: Canaanites is sometimes used in a wide sense of all 
the inhabitants of Canaan; at other times, as here, it denotes 
one of the several tribes that occupied the country (Deut. 
7:1)—And cut off our name from the earth: Destroy us so 

completely that we shall never be heard of again, and our 
very name shall no longer exist.—And what wilt thou do unto 
thy great name : His argument is not based ‘on the merits of 

Israel, but upon the honor and the perfections of the Lord 
himself. So Moses pleads on the ground of the dishonor that 
it would bring upon the Lord to cast off his people (Exod. 
82:12,13; Num. 14: 15,16). The promises which the Lord 
had given to Israel and their fathers, and his past dealings 
With them, made it inconsistent with the perfection of his 
nature that he should abandon them now. 

Verse 10.—Get thee up: It was a time for action, not for 
lying prostrate on his face. He ought to have assumed that 
the fault was elsewhere than in the Lord, and have set him- 
telf to discover where and what it was. 

Verse 11.—The real source of the trouble is here revealed. 

hat is here again laid to the account of the entire people, 
Which was perpetrated by one of their number. The offense 
is described in a series’ of brief sentences setting forth its 
Mrocity under different aspects.—Israel hath sinned: Com- 
mitted an offense against God; and this sin is of so gross a 
ye yond as to be a breach of God’s covenant with them, and a 
Violation of a covenant by one of the parties releases the 


criminality which consisted in taking that which had been 
solemnly and irrevocably devoted to the Lord. It further 
involved theft and deception, inasrauch as Achan had concealed 
his criminal act or fraudu'ently pretended that was his own 
which was inalienably the Lord’s. And he had shown his 
determination to regard and treat it as his own by putting it 
among his own stuff, or household goods. 

Verse 12—This was the reason of the defeat by which they 
had been so humiliated and disheartened. God had with- 
drawn his presence and aid from Israel in order to awaken 
in them the consciousness that something was wrong, and 
put them upon diligent and resolute efforts to discover it. 
It was only by divine help that they could overcome their 
enemies, or successfully resist them. Their immediate and 
imperative duty, therefore, as they valued their safety and 
their success, was to purge out this evil from among them. 
Then God’s saving presence would once more return to them, 
and make them again invincible. But he would not again 
assist them until this was done. And in our contest with our 





spiritual foes we shall be certainly given over to their power, 
unless the Lord is on our side. Whatever alienates him from 
us is ruinous, The only safety lies in keeping ourselves free 
from the accursed thing. An evil conscience makes men 
cowards and as. weak as water. The consciousness that the 
Lord is with us can give us courage and win success even in 
the most desperate circumstances, and however great the 
odds that may be against us. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 





SUGGESTIVE JOTTINGS. 
BY THE REV. ALFRED EDERSHEIM, PH.D., D.D. 


1. The history of the defeat of Israel at Ai is in some sense 
the continuation of that of their success at Jericho, or, rather, 
it presents the reverse side of the same lesson. For our 
reverses teach the same lesson as our successes,—that of the 
need of the obedience of faith. And the more clear and 
direct God’s interpositions, or the more marked his blessings, 
the more speedy also, and decisive, will be the consequences 
of departure from him. The success vouchsafed to Israel at 
Jericho had not filled Joshua with overweening confidence. 
On the contrary, as became a good general, it made him only 
more cautious. The road which to this day passes from 
Jericho over the mountains into the interior of Palestine, 
was commanded by the comparatively small fortress of Ai, a 
city peopled by only about twelve thousand inhabitants 
(Josh. 8: 25), Its importance to an advancing army will be 
evident by a glance at the map. Whether, with some writers, 
we locate the site of Ai to the south of the present village Dér 
Divan, or, with the majority of explorers, avout twenty min- 
utes to the northwest of it, matters in this respect compara- 
tively little. Our own preference is for the latter location, 
where to this day a heap of ruins on the top of a hill bears 
the name of Et Tel, “a heap,”—the very word which is used 
in Josh. 8 : 28 (Rev. Ver. margin) in regard to Ai. In any 
case, a fortress in that district would command the road to 
Jerusalem, which is only a few hours distant, while north- 
wards a victorious army might march into the heart of the 
country, as afterwards Israel advanced unopposed into the 
fertile district of Samaria. Besides, it appears from Joshua 
8: 17 that there was a league between the kings of Ai and 
Bethel. The latter was only at a distance of about three- 
quarters of an hour, being separated from Ai by a high inter- 
vening hill. It was on this hill that Abram had pitched his 
tent and built an altar (Gen. 12:8); and it was there that 
the patriarch and Lot had afterwards surveyed the land, 
when Lot chose the fertile Jordan valley for his place of 
abode (Gen. 13 : 4, 10). 

2. In the absence of any special directions by God, Joshua 
had, as previously noticed, sent a party to report on Ai. 
They advised that only two or three thousand men would be 
required for its conquest. Joshua sent the larger number, so 
as to make sure ol success. It is quite evident that alike 
Israel and their leader regarded the fall of Jericho as an 
exceptional divine interposition, and prepared themselves to 
gain the rest of the land by force of arms. Whether or not 
they were right in this view, there was one element which 
always required to be taken into account. It was this: that 
in the ordinary course of events, and the ordinary use of 
means, God has to be reckoned with quite as much as in 
what are called extraordinary interpositions. Indeed, the 
boundary line between the two is by no means so sharply 
marked as is sometimes supposed. We might almost say 
that he who can pass a day without recognizing the hand of 
God, would scarcely recognize it on any day, however clearly 
it were manifested. In the present instance, the result accorded 
neither with the expectation of the spies nor with the pre- 
cautionary measures taken by Joshua. The inhabitants of 
Ai, taught by what had happened in Jericho, no longer 
trusted in the security of their walls, but, probably joined. by 
a contingent from Bethel, boldly advanced to give battle to 
Israel. The latter were defeated, with the loss of a number 
of men, and, hotly pursued, fled back into their camp. It 
had been I-rael’s first battle on the soil of Palestine, and 
Israel’s first defeat. The result was immediate and utter 





“her from his engagements, And it was of that peculiar 


demoralization (v.5). And indeed the situation was such as 


might well alarm the boldest. It meant not only defeat, but, 


if unretrieved, it would lead to a combination of Canaanitish — 


tribes, to which, if the contest was to be waged in man’s 
strength, Israel would assuredly succumb, to their utter 
destruction (vs. 7-9); for, above all things, it meant that God - 
had forsaken his people, and left them to themselves. 

3. If the heart of Israel “ melted,” it cannot be said that 
Joshua and the elders rose to any loftiness of faith, Indeed, 
its presence appears only in their humiliation (as mourners, 
“with rent clothes,”) before God, in their acknowledgment 
of him in fasting and prayer, and in their identification of 


the cause of Israel with the glory of God (v. 9, last clause), 


Yet this is ever the safest plea, as well as the highest; but it 
also implies the necessity of purification from sin. If the 
cause of his people be the cause of God, then must his people 
be cleansed from all sin. 

In the present instance, the sin of Israel consisted in the 
appropriation of part of what had been banned by Achan, or, 
as he is called in 1 Chronicles 2: 7 (also in the Septuagint, 
Vatican Codex, and by Josephus), Achar,—“ he that afilict- 
eth.” It should be remembered that according to the divine 
command, which Joshua had emphatically repeated (Josh. 
6: 18), Israel was to derive no personal advantage from the 
capture of Jericho. In token that it was wholly due to the Lord, 
all within the city was to belong to him. The first Canaanit- 
ish stronghold and all its defenders were to receive that pun- 
ishment which should mark the divine judgment on the full 
measure of their sins. But all within Jericho that was of 
intrinsic and permanent value was to be consecrated to the 
treasury of the Lord (Josh. 6: 19), Thesin of Achan, there- 
fore, consisted not only in taking what was not his, but in a 
breach of the covenant which God had made, in theft of what 
had belonged to God, and in an act of dissimulation,—the 
profession being that all had been surrendered. From the 
solidarity of Israel, the whole people were involved in this 
crime and guilt, so long as it remained unconfessed and 
unpunished (v. 11). 

8. These considerations explain the severity of the judg- 
ment which befell Achan, and show how impossible it was 
that God should have given success to Israel in their advance 
against Ai (v.12). Such success would have implied either 
that the contest was to be decided by the prowess of Israel, 
or else that God coudoned a breach of hiscovenant. It need 
scarcely be remarked that each of these suppositions involves 
an absolute contradiction of the whole meaning of this his- 
tory. His aid is given to us although we have sinned, but 
not while we are sinning. But here also he often mercifully 
brings us—it may be by trials or reverses—to the knowledge 
of our sin. What, however, is most impressive, is what we 
regard as the rebuke to Joshua. His prayer (vs. 7-9) seems 
to have implied only mourning and complaint that God had 
forsaken Israel. The rebuke of the Lord (v. 10) meant that 
this was not a time for prayer, but for self-examination, on 
the part of Israel; not for complaint, but for repentance. It 
was not that God had forsaken Israel, as Joshua seemed to 


needed inquiry. And is the lesson thus conveyed not also 
that which comes home alike to the church and to individual 
Christians in days of sorrow and defeat? “ Get thee up.... 
Israel hath sinned.” It is not success we want, irrespective 
of our personal condition before God. That success alone is 
success, and worth the seeking or the having, which cometh 
from his presence and blessing. And that is not real or, at 
least, lasting defeat, which brings us to our knees, and leads 
to self-examination and the cleansing from all sin. 


University of Oxford, England. 





THE SIN OF ONE THE DEFEAT OF MANY, 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


This lesson naturally parts itself into: 1, The hidden 
sinner (v. 1); 2, The repulse by which it is punished (vs, 


answer revealing the cause (vs. 10-12). We may briefly note 
the salient points in these four divisions, and then consider 
the general lessons of the whole. 

Observe, then, that the sin is laid at the doors of the whole 
nation, while yet it was the secret act of one man. That isa 
strange “for” in verse 1—the people did it; “for” Achan 
did it. Observe, too, with what bitter particularity his 
descent is counted back through three generations, as if to 
diffuse the shame and guilt over a wide area, and to blacken 
the ancestors of the culprit. Note also the description of the 
sin. Its details are not given, but its inmost nature is, The 
specification of the Babylonish garment, the shekels of silver, 
and the wedge of gold, is reserved for the sinner’s owr con- 
fession ; but the blackness of the deed is set forth in its prin- 
ciple in verse 1. It was a “breach of trust,” for so the 
phrase “committed a trespass” might be rendered, The 
expression is frequent in the Pentateuch to describe Israel’s 
treacherous departure from God, and has this full meaning 
here. The sphere in which Achan’s treason was evidenced 
was “in the devoted thing.” The spoil of Jericho was set 


sacrilege. His sin, then, was double, being at once co 





ness and robbing God, Achan, at the beginning of 


imagine, but thai Israel had forsaken God. It was this that . 


2-5); 8, The prayer of remonstrance (vs. 6-10); and 4, The — 


aside for Jehovah, and to appropriate any part of it was 
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Warfare for Canaan, and Ananias, at the beginning of the 
Churech’s conquest of the world, are brothers alike in guilt 
and in doom. “Note the wide sweep of “the anger of the 
Lord,” involving in its range not only the one transgressor, 
but the whole people. 
All uneonscious of the sin, and flushed with victory, 
Joshua lets no grass grew under his feet, but is prepared to 
push his advantage to the utmost with soldierly promptitude. 
The commander’s faith and courage were contagious, and the 
spies came back from their perilous reconnoissance of Ai with 
the advice that a smali detachment was enough for its reduc- 
tion. They had not spied the mound in the middle of Achan’s 
tent, or their note would have been changed. The three 
thousand, or three hundred, would have been enough, if God 
had been with them, The whole army would not have been 
enough since he was not. The site of Ai seems to have been 
satisfactorily identified by Dr. Robinson and Captain Conder, 
on a small plateau among the intricate network of wild 
wadies and bare hills that rise behind Jericho. The valley to 
the north, the place where the ambush lay at the successful 
assault, and a great mound, still bearing the name “ Et Tel” 
(the heap), are all there. The attacking force does not seem 
to have been commanded by Joshua. The ark stayed at 
Gilgal. The contempt for the resistance likely to be met 
makes the panic which ensued the more remarkable, What 
turned the hearts of the confident assailants to water? 
There was no serious fighting, or the slaughter would have 
been more than thirty-six. “There went up, ...and”—what 
then? Fought? No. ‘They fled before the men of Ai,” 
rushing in wild terror down the steep pass which they had so 
confidently breasted in the morning, till the pursuers caught 
them up at some “quarries,” where, perhaps, the ground was 
difficult, and there slew the few who fell, while the remainder 
got away by swiftness of foot, and brought back their terror 
‘and their shame to the camp. As the disordered soldiers 
poured in, they infected the whole with their panic. Such 
unwieldy undisciplined hosts are peculiarly liable to such 
contagious terror, and we find many instances in Scripture 
and elsewhere of the utter disorganization which ensues. The 
whole conquest hung in the balance. A little more and the 
army would be a mob; and the mob would break into twos 
and threes, which would get short shrift from the Canamorites, 
Mark, then, Joshua’s action in the crisis, He does not try 
to encourage the people, but turns from them to God. The 
spectacle of the leader and the elders prone before the ark, 
with rent garments and dust-bestrewn hair, in sign of mourn- 
ing, would not be likely to hearten the alarmed people; but 
the defeat has clearly shown that something has disturbed 
the relation to God, and the first necessity is to know what it 
is, Joshua’s prayer is perplexed, not free from a wistiul, 
backward look, nor from regard to his own reputation; but 
the soul of it is an earnest desire to know the “where- 
fore” of this disaster. It traces the defeat to God, and is 
really, “Show me wherefore thou contendest with me.” No 
doubt it runs perilously near repeating the old complaints at 
Kadesh and elsewhere, which are almost verbally reproduced 
“in its first words. But the same things said by different 
people are not the same; and this question is the voice of a 
faith struggling to find footing, and the backward look is not 
because Joshua doubts God’s power to help, or hankers after 
Egypt, but because he sees that, for some unknown reason, 
they have lost the divine protection. His reference to him- 
self betrays the crushing weight of responsibility which he 
felt, and comes not from carefulness for his own good fame so 
much as from his dread of being unable to vindicate himself 
if the people should turn on him as the author of their mis- 
fortunes. His fear of the news of the check at Ai embolden- 
ing not only the neighboring Amorites (highlanders), of the 
western Palestine, but the far-off Canaanites (lowlanders), of 
the east, to make a combined attack, and sweep Israel out of 
existence, was a perfectly reasonable forecast of what would 
follow. The naive simplicity of the appeal to God, “ What 
wilt thou do for thy great name?” becomes the soldier, 
whose words went the shortest way to their aim, as his spear 
did, We cannot fancy this prayer coming from Moses; b 
for ajl that, it has the ring of faith in it, and beneath its 
blunt, simple words throbs a true heart. 
The answer sounds strange at first. God almost rebukes 
him for praying. He gives Joshua back his own “ where- 
fore” in the question that sounds so harsh, “ Wherefore art thou 
tiyas fallen upon thy face?” but the harshness is only apparent, 
and serves to point the lesson that follows, that the cause of 
the disaster is with Israel, not with God, and that there- 
fore the remedy is not in prayer, but in active steps to cast out 
,the unclean thing. The prayer had asked two things,—the 
disclosure of the cause of God’s having left them, and his 
return. The answer lays bare the cause, and therein shows 
the conditions of pis return. Note the indignant accumula- 
tion of verbs in verse 11, describing the sin in all its aspects. 
The first three of the six point out its heinousness in reference 
to God, as sin, as a breach of covenant, and es an appropria- 
tion of what was especially his. The second three describe it 
in terms of ordinary morality, as theft, lying, and conceal- 
ment; so many black sides has one sin when God’s eye 
scrutinizes it. Note, too, the attribution of the sin to the 





picture of their defeat, the singular transference to them of 
the properties of the devoted thing which Achan has taken, 
and the plain, stringent conditions of God’s return, Joshua's 
prayer is answered. He knows now why little Ai has beaten 
them back. He asked, “ What shall I say?” He has got 
something of grave import to say. So far our lesson carries 
us, leaving the pitiful last hour of the wretched troubler of 
Israel untouched. What lessons are taught here? 

First, God’s soldiers must be pure. The conditions of 
God’s help are the same to-day as when that panic-stricken 
crowd ignominiously fled down the rocky pass, foiled before 
an insignificant fortress, because sin clave to them, and God 
was gone from them. The age of miracles may have ceased, 
but the law of the divine intervention which governed the 
miracles has not ceased. It is true to-day, and will always 
be true, that the victories of the church are won by its holi- 
ness far more than by any gifts or powers of mind, culture, 
wealth, eloquence, or the like. Its conquests are the con- 
quests of an indwelling God, and he cannot share his temples 
with idols. When God is with us, Jericho is not too strong 
to be captured; when he is driven from us by our own sin, 
Ai is not too weak to defeat us. A shattered wall keeps us 
out, if we fight in our own strength. Fortifications that reach 
to heaven fall flat before us when God is at our side. If 
Christian effort seems ever fruitless, the first thing to do is to 
look for the Babylonish garment and the glittering shekels 
hidden in our tents. Nine times out of ten we shall find the 
cause in our own spiritual deficiencies. Our success depends 
on God’s presence, and God’s presence depends on our keep- 
ing his dwelling-place holy. When the church is “fair as 
the moon,” reflecting in silvery whiteness the ardors of the 
sun which gives her all her light, and without such gpots as 
dim the moon’s brightness, she will be “terrible as an army 
with banners.” This page of Old Testament history has a 
living application to the many efforts and few victories of 
the churches of to-day, which seem scarce able to hold their 
own amid the natural increase of population in so-called 
Christian lands, and are so often apparently repulsed when 
they go up to attack the outlying heathenism. “ His strength 
was as the strength of ten, because his heart was pure,” is 
true of the Christian soldier. ’ 

Again, we learn the power of one man to infect a whole 
community, and to inflict disaster on it. One sick sheep 
taints a flock., The effects of the individual’s sin are not 
confined to the doer. We have got a fine new modern word 
to express this solemn law, and we talk now of “solidarity,” 
which sounds very learned and “advanced.” But it means 
just what we see in this story: Achan was the sinner, all 
Israel suffered. We are knit together by a mystical but real 
bend, so that no man, be he good or bad, liveth to himself, 
and no man’s sin terminates in himself. We see the working 
of that unity in families, communities, churches, nations. 
Men are not merely aggregated together like a pile of cannon- 
balls, but are knit together like the myriad lives in a coral 


| rock. Put a drop of poison anywhere, and it runs by a thou- 


sand branching veins through the mass, and tints and taints 
it all. No man can tell how far the blight of his secret sins 
may reach, nor how wide the blessing of his modest goodness 
may extend. We should seek to cultivate the sense of being 
members of a great whole, and to ponder our individual 
responsibility for the moral and religious health of the 
church, the city, the nation. We are not without danger 
from an exaggerated individualism, and we need to realize 
more constantly and strongly that we are but threads in a 
great network, endowed with mysterious vitality and power 
of transmitting electric impulses, both of good and evil. 

Again, we have one more illustration in this story of the 
well-worn lesson,—never too threadbare to be repeated, until 
it is habitually realized,—that God’s eye sees the hidden sins. 
Nobody saw Achan carry the spoil to his tent, or dig the hole 
to hide it. His friends walked across the floor without sus- 
picion of what was beneath. No doubt, he held his place in 
his tribe as an honorable man, and his conscience traced no 
connection between that recently disturbed patch on the floor 
and the helter-skelter flight from Ai; but when the lot began 
to be cast, he would have his own thought, and when the 
tribe of Judah was taken, some creeping fear would begin to 
coil round his heart, which tightened its folds, and hissed 
more loudly, as each step in the lot brought discovery nearer 
home; and when, at last, his own name fell from the vase, 
how terribly the thought would glare in on him,—“‘And God 
knew it all the while, and I fancied I had covered it all up 
so safely.” It is an awful thing to hear the bloodhounds 
following up the scent which leads them straight to our 
lurking-place. God’s judgments may be long of being put 
on our tracks, but, once loose, they are sure of scent, and can- 
not be baffled. It is an old, old thought, “Thou God seest 
me;” but kept well in mind, it would save from many a sin, 
and make a sunshine in many a shady place. 

Again, we have in Achan a lesson which the professing 
Christians of great commercial nations, like America and 
England, need sorely. I have already pointed out the singu- 
lar parallel between him and Ananias and Sapphira. Cove- 
tousness was the sin of all three. It is the sin of the church 
to-day. The whole atmosphere in which some of us live is 





whole people, the emphatic reduplication of the shameful 
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their wealth. The great aim of life is to get money, or to 
keep it, or to gain influence and observation by spending it, 
Did anybody ever hear of church discipline being exercised 
on men who committed Aclran’s sin? He was stoned to death, 
but we set our Achans in high places inthe church. Perhaps 
if we went and fell on our faces before the ark, when we are 
beaten, we should be directed to some tent where a very 
“influential member” of Israel lived, and should find that 
to put an end to his ecclesiastical life had a wonderful effect 
in bringing back courage to the army, and leading to more 
unmingled dependence on God. Covetousness was stoned to 
death in Israel, and struck with sudden destruction in the 
apostolic church. It has been reserved for the modern 
church to tolerate and almost to canonize it; and we wonder 
how it comes that we are so often foiled before some little Ai, 
and so seldom see any walls falling by our assault. Let us 
listen to that stern sentence, “I will not be with you any 
more, except ye destroy the devoted thing from among you.” 


Manchester, England. 








TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D. 
ONE SINNER DESTROYETH MUCH GOOD. 


Even Joshua is not yet fully trained. At the defeat before 
Ai, he falls on his face, assumes that God had brought them 
over Jordan to deliver them into the hands of the Amorites, 
and asks why he did it (v. 7). What is the ground for such 
woful charges? Why, Israel had sinned. As many as 
thirty-six men had fallen. The leader seems to give up all 
for lost. The remaining millions are as nothing. No won- 
der God said, “Get up; wherefore liest thou upon thy face? 
Israel has sinned, broken their covenant, taken the accursed 
thing, sacrilegiously stolen what I ordered brought into my 
treasury, covered it up, therefore they cannot stand before 
their enemies; neither will I be with. you any more, except 
ye destroy this accursed thing from among you.” 

Joshua’s duty is not now to lead hosts and destroy idolaters, 
but to root sin out of hisown camp. God will conquer the 
country, if he will keep the people holy. 

How tenderly he speaks to the convicted Achan: “My 
son, give God glory by confession”! 

How emphatic is the criminal’s word: Indeed, I, I only, 
have sinned. Would that the confession had been more 
seasonable. It would have saved those thirty-six men. But 
sin always spreads. 

But those who think the punishment severe should remem- 
ber that the sinner had been distinctly warned that all the 
spoil of Jericho, except gold and silver, should be destroyed. 
He took those things before the echo of the falling wall had 
fairly died away, putting sacrilege as his response to God’s 
astounding mercies. Could Canaan be conquered with that 
sort of people? Beware of covetousness which is idolatry. 
Achan confessed the justice of his sentence. He perished 
temporally to be saved eternally. 

Sin is always foolish. How would an Israelite look walk- 
ing around the camp in a Babylonish garment? It would be 
a publication of his sin. In order to take it at all, he had 
to bury it. 

Near to the memorial of divided Jordan stands the memo- 
rial named Achor (trouble),—God’s power and mercy so close 
to man’s greed and disobedience. 

Denver, Colo. 





[ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The children of Israel committed a trespass in the devoted thing: 
for Achan ... took of the devoted thing (v. 1). A man has no 
more right to preserve that which ought to be destroyed than 
he has to take for his own use that which has been set apart 
for God’s service, During our Civil War many a soldier 
stood by and saw valuable property destroyed by order of the 
military authorities. In such a case, he had no right to take 
any portion of that property for himself, however much he 
desired it. The question was not whether the original owner 
of the property, or the government itself, would be harmed 
by the soldier’s taking a portion of that which was devoted 
to destruction ; but it was whether the soldier had any right 
to count as his own that which he had been set to destroy. 
The harm in the case would be to himself, in his failure 
accomplish the mission to which he had been set by the 
government. Many a thing which is attractive in itself 
ought to be destroyed; and if it ought to be destroyed, it 
ought not to be preserved. The contents of a saloon, or of 8 
gambling-house, books and pictures which are harmful 2 
themselves, which are, by their owners or by the public 
authorities, devoted to destruction, ought to be destroyed. 
To preserve any portion of them, under such circumstanc® 
would be a wrong on the part of him whose duty it was 
destroy them. To preserve a private letter which is entrus 
to one to destroy, is not in itself an act of theft, but it is ** 
inexcusable breach of trust ; and if no one else in the world 
is ever harmed by it, the one who preserves the letter is 











charged with the subtle poison of it. Men are estimated by 
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worse for so doing, The destroying of that which ought # — 
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be destroyed is as clearly. one’s duty in its place, as the pre- 
serving of that which ought to be preserved. 

Let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; 
make not all the people to toil thither; for they are but few. So 
there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and 
they fled before the men of Ai (vs. 3,4). In every estimate of 
work to be done by men, or by money, the moral element 
ought to be taken into account as an important factor. 
Napoleon’s thought was that “God is on the side of the 
heaviest battalions”? But Napoleon did not consider the 
relative weight of battalions by God’s mode of weighing 
them. One man’s strength may be as “the strength of ten, 
because his heart is pure;” and where two thousand righteous 
men would be more than sufficient for a work of God, twenty 
shousand wrong-hearted men may fail. The true measure of 
the strength of any local church is in the number and power 
of its godly men and women, not in the show of its men and 
women of wealth and intellect and social standing. One good 
eacher in a Sunday-school has more real power there than 
a score of unworthy ones. And it is with money as with 
men. The need of the church in both the home and the 


foreign field to-day is not so much mere money, but better’ 


gifts, Ten dollars with a blessing will count for more in 
God’s work than ten thousand dollars without a blessing. It 
is not true that one man’s money is as good as another’s, nor 
that money gained by one means is as good as money gained 
by another. Faith is better than funds to pay bills with, in 
God’s service; and the child of God who has faith with- 
out money can buy more that he needs to buy than he who 
has money without faith. A failure to perceive this truth is 
one of the hindrances to Christian work of every sort to-day. 

The hearts of the people melted, and became as water. And 
Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth wpon his face before 
the ark of the Lord, ... he and the elders of Israel (vs. 5,6). If 
a man does wrong, he is not likely to be the only sufferer by 
it. ‘“ None of us liveth to himself, and none dieth to himself.” 
Our well-doing is a gain to others, and our wrong-doing is a 
harm to others. In fact, the innocent are likely to suffer 
more than the guilty in any case of transgression. It is the 
purent’s heart which breaks when the loved child goes astray. 
It is the wife who is crazed by the husband’s guilt, or the 
husband by the wife’s. It is the children who feel most 
keenly and longest their parents’ fall. Even if a man were 
willing to risk the consequences to himself of a course of evil- 
doing, he ought to be held back from its indulgence by the 
thought of the sure consequences of his course which must 
come upon his loved and loving ones. 

The Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore art thou 
thus fallen upon thy face? (v.10.) Falling on one’s face before 
the Lord is all right as showing a confession of sin or a sense 
of need; but remaining on one’s face before the Lord is a 
poor way of repairing evil or of meeting it. It has been said 
that there are two things which we ought not to be crushed 
by,—things which can be helped, and things which can’t be 
helped. If things can be helped, it will not be by our lying 
flat on our faces and doing nothing; if things can’t be helped, 
lying flat on our faces, crying about them, is a poor way of 
showing a brave spirit or a resigned one. But, above all, a 
man who is God’s representative has no right to despair 
because things are going differently from his hopes and 
desires. What if human helpers have failed us? So long 
as God ia not dead, why should we give up hope? “If thou 
faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.” 

Israel hath sinned ; .. . yea, they have even taken of the devoted 
thing ;...and they have even put it among their own stuff. There- 
Sore the children of Israel cannot stand before their enemies (vs. 
11, 12). He who would be God’s representative, and be doing 
God’s work, must keep himself pure; and he must not have 
among his stuff any stuff which ought to be destroyed. Try- 
ing to build a church by a lottery, or a grog-shop, or a theatre, 
or a mortgage, is mixing up the two kinds of stuff that belong 
apart. He who would have God’s help in church-building, 
or in character-building, must be willing to cut himself off 
from all supplies which illicit gains proffer. And if, indeed, 
he finds that he is foiled in his earlier attempts against any 
stronghold of evil, he will do well to stand up and face the 
facts squarely, in order to see whether any of the doomed 
treasures of earth are to be found among his possessions, 
One thing is sure: a man has no right to expect God’s help 
while he is seeking the Devil’s aid. 

Philadelphia, 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


The defeat at Ai was a bitter blow to the Israelite hosts 
and to their leader. It lost to them the prestige that the 
fuccessful crossing of Jordan and the victory at Jericho had 
gained them, Joshua was terrified lest their enemies should 
Pluck up heart, and his people lose their courage at the same 
time. In the midst of an enemy’s land, and shut in by the 
niver, with their courage gone, their condition would have 

indeed a sad one. The cause of this defeat is given in 
the lesson, and the way in which the divine commandment 
Was honored in the death of the guilty man, is told in the 
“me chapter, As to the necessity of such severe measures, 





the teacher must look elsewhere in this paper. We shall 
confine our attention to the lessons that may. be learned from 
the conduct of Achan himself. In the great sin of which he 
was guilty, there were, as usual, steps of progress. Look at 
these. 

First step: “I saw.”—He knew perfectly well the divine 
prohibition, with regard to the spoil of that devoted and 
wicked city. In the midst of the overthrow of Jericho, his 
attention was especially attracted by the rich things which 
after a little he appropriated. There was nothing that was 
wrong in his seeing the spoil. Many another man saw the 
same thing, and yet fell into no sin. Had Achan gone no 
farther than seeing, he need have had no such fearful fate; 
but he went a step farther than this. 

Second step: “I coveted.”—The sight of his eyes awakened 
the desire of his heart. Here was where the sin came in. 
This desire he harbored, and held communion with it. It 
grew stronger and stronger, until it fairly overmastered his 
conscience. There probably was a struggle in his soul before 
the next step was taken, for he knew the right full well; but 
at last the decision was reached, and he was ready for the 
next step, A 

Third step: “I took.”—From desire he passed to outward 
action. First he was a thief at heart, and then the way was 
not long that led him to be a thief in deed as well, Whether 
it took hours or moments, is a matter of indifference to us. 
The process was a real one, and he was himself perfectly able 
to trace it out when the discovery was made. But now the 
next step was absolutely sure to follow. 

Fourth step: “I hid.”—Of course he did. Sin always 
wants to hide itself. Of all cowardly things in the world, 
sin is the most so. It dares not come to the light if there be 
any righteousness around for it to meet. It would never do 
for him to be found with that silver or that Babylonish gar- 
ment; so, though he had probably promised himself much 
pleasure in the possession of the plunder, he actually had 
none at all. They became to him a burden most horrible, 
and I presume that he had no sooner gotten possession of 
them than he wished he had never laid a finger on them. 
Then came the disclosure of the guilty one, and Achan’s feel- 
ings must have been fearful, as the lot traced the deed down 
more and more closely, from tribe to family, and then down 
to the individual. There was no escaping that remorseless 
method, directed, as it was, by the divine hand. Within a 
very short time after he had done what he thought would be 
a most advantageous thing for him, he was a convicted and 
an executed criminal, 

Such is the most solemn and graphic story of the theft of 
that most miserable man. It must have made a deep impres- 
sion on the people, even as the experiences of Ananias and 
Sapphira made on the early Christian Church. It taught 
them that the God with whom they had to deal was of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. Many a man was probably 
restrained from evil by the awful example and fate of Achan. 

Now let the teacher make a strong application of this 
lesson to his class. We are not tempted to exactly the same 
kind of sin as Achan was, but the way in which temptation 
comes to us is exactly the same as the way in which it came 
tohim. There is nearly always first the seeing, either actual 
or mental, We see the sinful act or deed. In this there is 
so far no sin. To be tempted is not sinful. Our Lord him- 
self was tempted, but was no sinner on that account. If 
things go no farther, all will be well; but the second step 
follows only too often. We pass from seeing to coveting. 
Now thesin appears. “Thou shalt not covet” was thundered 
from Mount Sinai. In many cases, the sin may not go any 
farther. We may be afraid to go on to @pen action; yet the 
sin remains. In many cases, the sin consists in the mere 
mental process that this coveting involves. We dally with 
the thought, and welcome it to our minds; or it may be a 
desire that has entered our hearts, and we welcome its com- 
pany. We entertain it, so to speak. Instead of grasping it 
by the nape of the neck and ejecting it at once, we allow it to 
remain, Thisissin. But in many cases the evil progresses 
still farther. We take; that is, the desire becomes external- 
ized. From the secret recesses of our hearts, it springs into 
action. Then the step to the final action will not be far 
behind. We shall inevitably try to hide. The story of all 
bank-tellers who make off with the cash of the bank, is always 
this of Achan. “They saw the cash; they coveted the cash; 
they took the cash; they hid the cash.” 

What then? Then guard the first approach of sin. Job 
said, thousands of years ago, that he made a covenant with 
his eyes, lest he should fall into sin. It would be well for us 
to follow his example, and make a covenant with our eyes, 
so that they would be guarded from the very first approach 
of the tempter. And while we are about the business of 
covenant-making, we may as well go farther, and make a 
covenant with our ears, and with our tongues, our hands, our 
feet, and all our powers, that they sin not against God's law. 
“Tt is the first step that costs,” here as well as elsewhere. If 
the gate be well guarded, how shall the adversary ever get 
inside the citadel? but if he be allowed to enter, then we are 
at his mercy. In all this, however, we do not wish to be 
understood as teaching that the sinner can do this in his own 
strength; for we are well aware that he cannot, Therefore, 


= 
he may well turn his desires. into prayers, and ask God to 


direct his steps, so that he need run into no manner of evil, 


“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 
New York City. 





A LAYMAN’S HINTS. 
BY GEORGE W. CABLE. 


Once more are spies sent out and bring back their counsel, 
But their advice is neither like that given at Kadesh, nor 
like that given at Shittim beyond Jordan. The three events 
may make for us one Complete moral lesson, showing God’s 
people in three attitudes, closely similar in visible aspect, but 
widely different in spiritual character. 

Here we get strong iight upon the question why these 
things were written. We see here a moral intent unknown 
to other ancient histories, The great thought is the presence 
of God in the world’s affairs. Make this plain to the boys— 
to the girls—of your class. That the matter for considerae 


nor the character of the country round about, nor the accue 


great thought and belief: that beyond, behind, above, beneath, 
all the visible and inexorable operations of natural cause and 


the fool will say in his heart is not. Oh that American his- 
tory might be written, preserved, studied, and from day to 
day and year to year made in supreme reference to the spire 
itual value of events to the individual citizen, and to the 
collective people ! 

The key to all these historic studies is that inspiring word 
in the first chapter of Joshua, the first lesson of the quarter ¢ 
“Only be strong and very courageous, to observe to do accord. 
ing to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee.” 
“Only ;” that is, let this principle be the touchstone—the 
test—of all you do or seek to do, and leave the results to God, 
Christian citizen of America, spiritual son of Abraham, Israel, 
follower of Joshua Christ, gauge your politics by this formula, 

That is what Israel did at Jericho, and failed to do at 
Kadesh and at Ai. At Kadesh, unbelief and mutiny; at 
Jericho, faith and obedience; at Ai, presumption and shames 
ful flight. With faith and obedience, strength, courage, and 
victory ; but whether with unbelief and mutiny, or with pre» 
sumption and flight, weakness, cowardice, and defeat. In 
some points, Kadesh and Ai strongly offset each other. At 
Kadesh, Israel was afraid to go-up with the ark; at Jericho, 
they had the faith to make it the principal weapon of offense 
and defense; at Ai, they had the hardihood to go up without 
it, 
spiritual covenant for which it stood, see the mighty teaching 
of these three episodes. We may not dwell upon them here; 
the special teaching of the present lesson is another truth, 

The necessity of complete dedication. We might say duty 
instead of necessity ; but it is a sweet and strengthening truth 
that God has not laid any duty upon his human children that 
is not first of all a necessity of their spiritual welfare,—the 
necessity of complete consecration. In the present lesson the 
word (with the same meaning) is “devotion,”—“ the des 
voted thing.” 

We see the duty inculcated here in two forms: First, the 
devotion of substance—of the spoils of Jericho; and, second, 
the devotion of self—the participation of the whole people in 
the work of the Lord. The sin against this duty shows itself 
in two degrees: violent and with intense consciousness and 
purpose in the case of Achan; passive and with a probably 
scarée half-realized presumption in the case of the great mass 
of the people who rested in camp and sent a few to do that 
to which all were, by God, and should have been by them- 
selves, devoted. 

Devotion! how hard it is to live up to—nay, even toward 
—the word’s best meaning! No wonder, when devotion is 
one of our spiritual necessities, God’s servants should so often 
exhort us to diligence and vigilance. How comparatively 
easy are “devotions”! We go to our “devotions,”—so did 
Achan, we may safely guess, Let us take the lesson to heart 
that no “devotions” have accomplished their true end unless 
they have helped us so to devote our substance and our powers 
that neither by wicked intention nor by presumptuous over= 
sight shall we put any part of one or the other to selfish uses, 
O Lord, thy commandments are exceeding bruad! Yet nar 
row them not to our poor measure, but widen us to theirs! 


Santa Rosa, Cal. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


For little children this and some other Old Testament 
narratives should be given more fully than in the few 
selected verses. Impress the truth taught when it is an 
obvious one, but try to make the story so plain that it will 
remain in the child’s mind as an illustration of the sin of 
covetousness, . 





A Litile City.—W hat was last week’s golden text? Do you 


keep the door of his lips, and to be a cover to his eyes, and — 


The blessed Master has put this so well that we cannot do 
better than to close the lesson by giving his own words, + 


tion in this lesson is not the distance between Ai and Jericho, » 


racy with which the site of Ai has been identified ; it is this . 


effect, is a presence, a personality, and a providence that only — 


Now, looking upon this ark, not as a fetish, but as the . 
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‘i suppose that any other cities were to be destroyed in the 
same way? The Israelites were to conquer the people of 
Canaan, but God promised to help them and give kings into 
- their hands if they obeyed. Long before they ever heard of 
Jericho, Moses told them of the gold and silver in heathen 
Cities, and said, “Thou shalt not desire the silver or gold, . 

nor take it wito thee, lest thou be snared therein.” We can 
see to-day how gold and silver became a snare, and how 
much sorrow came from disobedience, Up in the highlands, 
about fifteen miles from Jericho, was a little city. It had a 
little name—only two letters—A-i. It was on the way to the 
centre of the country, and on a main road; so, if they could 
possess that little city, it would help them in many ways. 
What was Joshua doing near Jericho when the Captain of 
host spoke to him? 

: Go Up and View the Coun'ry.—Joshua did not go himself 
this time to view and plan; but he said to some men, “Go 
up and view the city, and report.” The men came back. 
'#It is only a little city,” they said; “do not send too many 
soldiers. Let two or three thousand go up and smite Ai.” 
Joshua took the advice of the men; but we are not told that 
he asked the Lord to show him how to get the city. He and 
, his men seemed to think that Ai was so little, and her fight- 

ing men so few, they had only to strike and win. So the 
three thousand men went up the hills to smite Ai. 

Joshua Before the Ark.—The same day, until evening, 
Joshua lay with his face upon the earth before the ark of the 
Lord. The elders were there with him, and they had dust 
on their heads; for they were in sorrow and ashamed. What 
was the matter? The people were in trouble; in thirty-six 
tents was grief and sorrow for a father, or brother, or son 
dead. Three thousand marched out bravely in the morning, 
to smite Ai; but they found fighting men there, who killed 
thirty-six of their soldiers, and chased the rest all the way 
from the city gate, down steep rocks and hills, until they 
were glad to hide in the crevices of rocks and among the 
rough stones. There was fear among the people when the 
frightened soldiers came flying back to camp and told the story. 

- That was why Joshua and the elders were before the ark, the 
best and only place for Joshua to go when in trouble. Even 
Joshua in his shame said some things which remind us of 
the complaints of the fathers in the desert. He said, 
“ Would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other 
side Jordan.” He was ashamed that the inhabitants of 
the land should hear of their defeat, and mock at the God 
who had brought them into the land, and then seemed to 

desert them and let enemies put them to flight. ; 
+ Sin in Israel.—God said to Joshua, “Get thee up!” It 
was right to mourn and tell’ the Lord all his trouble; but 
would it make it any better to lie and weep until night? 
God had something for Joshua to do, and he told him why 

. they could not conquer Ai. “Israel hath sinned,” he said. 
Could Joshua see the hearts of the people? Did God? 
Could Joshua watch the steps and the hands of every man 
who went into Jericho? Did God? To whom were they to 
give all the treasures they found in Jericho? - Some one had 
disobeyed,—had stolen what was to be devoted to God. A 
curse rested on the one who had sinned, and his act had 
brought trouble on all Israel. God said to Joshua, “ Neither 
will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed 
from among you.” 

To-morrow.—Joshua made known to all the people what 
God had told him. “To-morrow,” he said, “we shall find in 
which tribe was the sin; then in which family and in which 
household. The guilty one shall be burned with fire,—he 
and all that he hath,—because he has disobeyed God.” That 
seemed a terrible punishment; but some one had brought 
disgrace, distress, death. Did he not deserve to suffer the 
same trouble that he had brought upon all Israel? How the 
innocent people wondered who could have so sinned! How 
did the guilty one feel? Did he expect to escape? Was he 
sorry for his wickedness? In the middle of the dark night, 
did any one come softly to Joshua's tent and confess his sin, 
or ask him to pray God to have mercy on him? 

The Guilty Man.—Joshua rose up early in the morning. 
There was sad work to do that day. God showed him in 
which tribe was the guilty man; and soon he knew the very 
one who had sinned,—a man named 
' Achon.—How kindly Joshua spoke to him: “ My son, give, 
T pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and*make con- 
fession unto him, and tell me now what thou hast done; hide 
it not from me.” “Indeed I have sinned,” he said. And 
then he told how he was tempted and what he did. When 
they went into Jericho he saw a rich embroidered garment, 
such as he never saw before,—gay and beautiful work, per- 
haps a robe that a king had worn. 
wedge or bar of gold. How rich they would make him, a 
poor traveler from the desert, who might never again have 
such a chance for wealth! 


and find the four steps in sin which he owned to Joshua: 
I saw—I coveted—I took—I hid. Did he truly confess his 
sin? Was there a word. of sorrow? Was there any repent- 
ance in his confession? He had deceived; secretly he man- 
aged to get the robe and the treasure out of Jericho before 
the city was burned. . He hid them somewhere; and then, 





perhaps at night, he brought them to his tent and hid them 
again.’ Did his sons or his daughters know? Who lived 
with him or close by him? Joshua sent to his tent; the 
hidden treasures were there, and the silver in the earth 
beneath the tent. 

Punished.—The stolen goods were spread out. Achan was 
» | teak his sons and daughters, his oxen, sheep, asses, his 
tent,—everything that had belonged to him. Joshua said, 
“Why hast thou troubled us? The Lord shall trouble thee 
this day!” Then the people stoned Achan, and burned 
with fire everything that had been his. On the ashes 
they piled stones in a great heap; and the spot was 
always called the valley of Achor, which means trouble. 
Tell of sin and where it leads. Achan was disobedient, and 
broke the commands of God; and each sinful step led to the 
next. The sii of one brings sorrow on many more. Do you 
see how we all need to pray the prayer of the golden text? 
God will surely punish sin; but he loves to forgive. If time 
permits, tell of their going again to Ai, and that they were 
to have all the cattle and what they found in the city for 
themselves; but the city they were to burn with fire. They 
took Ai; the king they hung upon a tree, and they utterly 
destroyed the men of Ai. God will punish his enemies, 
whether a city full or one sinner among his own people. 
For the blackboard, to be put on as you teach the lesson : 
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ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY SELAH MERRILL, D.D., LL.D. 


“For, THEY ARE Frew.’—The case of the spies whom 
Joshua sent irom the south country into Palestine, and those 
that, in the present lesson, he sent to Ai, illustrates how 
universal it is for Orientals to overestimate or to underesti- 
mate difficulties and dangers. To sit down and count the 
cost before any important action is not one of their charac- 
teristics, They do almost nothing in a calm and deliberate 
manner. Although men and women in years, they are still 
in many respects simply children,—impulsive, passionate, 
and reckless of health, property, and life. Time and again I 
have conversed with men who were ready to undertake some 
difficult task, which, I was certain, was not in their power to 
accomplish. They were guided, not by reason, but by imagi- 
nation. To illustrate how common it is for Orientals to act 
before deliberating, I may mention, what indeed is a thing of 
not infrequent occurrence in that country, that thirty or 
forty of the principal men of Beit Jala, an important village 
near Bethlehem, called upon me, stating that they were in 
trouble with their authorities, and that they wanted to 
“renounce their religion and adopt the American religion,” 
This, in their estimation, was equivalent to changing their 
nationality. “To adopt the American religion” would make 
them Ame ican subjects. Their story was a long one, but 
after a while I persuaded them to wait and consider the 
matter, and call again the next week. By that time the 
affair was over, and they had settled back into their old 
ways. In some cases, what I have in mind should be 
described as thoughtlessness, in others as recklessness. Un- 
fortunately it enters also into moral actions, such as truth- 
fulness and honesty. That an Oriental will lje as soon as 
speak the truth is a common remark, and one which ex- 
perience confirms. So far as disobedience, theft, and decep- 
tion are concerned (see vs. 1, 11), our lesson might have 
been written in Palestine to-day. Charity leads us to feel 
that the Oriental mind does not comprehend clearly the dis- 
tinction between right and wrong. When, however, Orientals 
sin, nothing is easier for them (if they are found out), than 
to repent; that is, by words, manner, and solemn promises, 
Both in their sinning and in their repenting, the weakness of 
their moral character appears. 

“To Lasor THITHER.’—Familiarity with the ground 
over which the spies passed is the best commentary on these 
words, The road from Jericho to Ai is a difficult one, and 
at some points steep and rocky. To climb this rugged ascent 
requires a long and tedious effort, most fittingly expressed by 
the Hebrew word t-yag-ga‘, which means to become weary 
with foil. Had Bethel and Ai been easy of access, or the 
way thither been smooth, no such word as this would have 





He saw silver, and a | 


All this he thought and owned 
to Joshua. Look in the twenty-first verse of this chapter, | 


| been used. Familiarity with the ground enables us to appre- 
| ciate the strategy of Joshua in penetrating the enemy’s 
| country. The main road from Jericho led over the mountain 
past Bethel and Ai, thence across the plateau to Gibeon, and 
down the Beth-Horon pass to the Mediterranean. By securing 
this highway, Joshua cut the country in halves; after that 
he conquered first the southern and later the northern portion. 
Vespaxian landed his troops at Ptolemais, now called Acre, 
and from that point conducted his conquest in precisely the 
same manner that Joshua had done fifteen centuries before 


imitated Joshua in entering Judea; for Pompey, in the year 
63 B. C., led his army from Jericho to Jerusalem, and under 
Titus the tenth legion, seventy years after Christ, approached 
the Holy City over the same ground. 


Andover, Mass. 


BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


ACCURSED AND DEVOTED TO DestrucTION.—The Hebrew 
(Semitic) “cherem” signifies that which is forbidden to 
man to use or enjoy on account of its entirely belonging to 
God, as a thing, to add to the magnificence of his service, 
and as a person, to be sacrificed for having despised his ser. 
vice. This “cherem,” in its various applications, we must 
become familiar with, in order properly to understand its 
meaning, wherever in the English version of the Old Testa- 
ment it occurs as “accursed” or “devoted.” The Talmud 
(Tr. Nedarim, chap. 2, and ‘Arakhin, chap. 8) defines the 
nature of the “cherem” as that of a thing devoted to the 
priests, and redeemable by silver for sacred use in the temple, 
and that of a thing (person) devoted to heaven, and irre- 
deemable. Also Maimonides, in the third part of his “Strong 
Hand,” chap. 6, treats on the things “ devoted to God and his 
holy service; ” and Nachmanides, enlarging on Leviticus 27, 
gives a most comprehensive explanation of the matter under 
discussion, The sum and substance of all interpretations and 
applications is as follows: The verb “charam” signifies to 
cut off, to separate, then to destroy totally, to kill; hence the 
vow actually to separate, to set apart, or to destroy a place, 
in honoris Dei gloricm, is called “cherem,” which includes 
separation and destruction at thesametime. Compare Num- 
bers 21: 2, 3, and Judges 1:17, in which two places the 
Israelites “utterly destroyed” two cities, and called each city 
Chormah (or Hormah, as the English Bibles have it).. There- 
fore also a person excommunicated and cut off from the com- 
munity of Israel (and from God) is declared to be “in 
cherem ;” and “ utterly destroyed” (shall he be who sacri- 
fices unto any god except the Lord, Exod. 22: 20) is the 
proper English for the Hebrew yochoram in that place, Thus 
we see that that which is in or under “ cherem ” ceases to be 
of any use whatsoever to the commonwealth or the individual ; 
it exists no more for man; man is bound to consider it as 
beyond the limits of his rights and claims and possession. 
He himself may have severed his connection with it, or not 
suffered it to come within his reach, since he had no claims 
on it heretofore, or by a vow he has given them up; inshort, 
he has to look upon it as “utterly destroyed” for him, 
“cherem,.” It is altogether sanctified, “most holy unto the 
Lord” (Lev. 27: 28); and if a human being is cherem, “he 
shall surely be put todeath” (Lev. 27: 29), This explains the 
enormity of Achan’s crime (Josh. 7 : 20, 21), and the subse- 
quent defeat of Israel at Ai, after Joshua’s distinct order that 
“the (captured) city (of Jericho) shall be accursed (cherem),” 
and “ye in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing 
(cherem), lest ye make yourselves accursed” (tachareemoo), 
etc. (Josh. 6 : 17-19). 


Philadelphia. 





QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


What exception was made in the general destruction of 
Jericho? (Josh. 6: 21-25.) Why was such an exception 
made? (Gen. 12: 3, f.c; Heb. 11:31.) What sentence was 
pronounced against the rebuilding of the city? (Josh. 6: 26.) 
Will, or will not, the Lord as certainly execute every sentence 
of evil asof good? (1 Kings 16:34.) Of what future advan- 
tage was the peculiar downfall of Jericho to the Israelites? 
(Josh. 6 : 27.) 

How did Israel break their covenant relation with God, 
at the time of the destruction of Jericho? (v. 1.) Why was 
the Lord angry with the whole nation for the sin of one man? 
Does, or does not, God withhold blessings from his church 
because of sins of individuals? By whose command was the 
conquest of Ai undertaken? (v.2.) If Joshua had inquired 
of the Lord, what answer would probably have been given? 
How are we to discern between God’s calls to Christian work 
and our own ambitious desires to engage therein? Upon 
whose wisdom was the number of warriors sent against Ai 
decided? (vs. 3,4.) Upon whose wisdom should we rely ia 
all Christian plans of work? (James 1:5.) How does God 
deal with those who undertake his work in their own self- 
reliance? (v. 5.) Was this Aefeat, under the circumstances, 
a gain or a loss to Israel?, (Heb. 12: 11.) Where only can 
we obtain help in time of trouble? (vy. 6.) What frame of 
mind did Joshua manifest in the beginning of his prayer? 
(v.7.) What change was wrought in the subject of his 
thoughts while he prostrated himself before the Lord? (¥® 
8,9.) Is the Lord pleased, or displeased, when we allow 
ourselves to be overcome by discouragements? (v. 10.) What 
cause of defeat did the Lord make known unto Joshua? (¥% 
11,12.) Why had he not made this known before Joshua 
went up against Ai? (Matt. 7:8.) What must be done with 
our secret sins that hinder the kingdom of Christ? 
13-15.) How was Achan’s sin discovered? (vs. 16-21.) Of 








him. Other Roman generals have, unconsciously perhaps, 


what sins was he guilty? Hey yen tageetentt How de 





’ intheeleventh verse? 21. What else isshown in the eleventh 
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you account for the severity of the penalty?- Is, or is not, 
God more lenient than in former days? (Heb. 13 : 8.) 
Philadelphia. 


BY EUGENE TAPPAN, 


Teachers’ Questions.—1. Why the word “but”? 2, Israel 
sinned, for Achan sinned: how is this proved? 3. To what 
had all the silver and gold been dedicated? 4, How was 
Achan’s sin a special sin against God? 5. Describe the things 
that Achan took. 6. Why was God angry? 7. How does 
the defeat at Ai show God’s anger? 8. How does Achan’s 
punishment show God’s anger? 9. What was Achan’s tribe? 
10. What was Achan’s family? 11. What was Achan’s 
household? 12. Who was Achan’s father? 13. Tell all 
about the first battleat Ai. 14, Why were the people troubled 
at so small a loss? 15. State all the signs of grief shown by 
Joshua. 16. Tell, without reference to the text, the sub- 
stance of Joshua’s complaint. 17. In what words does God 
rebuke Joshua? 18, How is the sin told six times in the 
eleventh verse? 19. How are the words “also” and “even” 
used in the eleventh verse? 20. How is God’s anger shown 


verse besides God’sanger? 22. Tell how Achan was found out 
the next morning. 23. How did Achan show penitence? 24. 
What lesson did the Israelites learn from this incident? 
25. Tell about the second battle at Ai, 26. Why was it 
important to take Ai? 27. How did Ananias and Sapphira 
ain in concealing money? 

Superintendents Questions.—1. What man sinned? 2. 
Where did he hide the stolen goods? 38. Why could not the 
Israelites take Ai? 4. How long did Joshua lie upon the 
earth? 5. What was the first word of Joshua’s prayer? 6. 
Who did God say had sinned? 7. What does the golden 
text say of covetousness? 

Boston, Mass. 
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A TROUBLER IN ISRAEL. 





RESPASS RATH. 
[ianscitzssion BRINGS \istatess. 
REASON 0. 
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ONE SINNER DESTROYETH MUCH GOOD, 








WHY DID ISRAEL FLEE? 





,- COMMAND VIOLATED. . 
GOD S ADVICE NEGLECTED. 
PRESENCE WITHDRAWN. 





IF THY PRESENCE GO NOT WITH ME, CARRY 
US NOT UP HENCE. 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“God’s holy law, transgressed.” 
“Repent! the voice celestial cries.” 
“Delay not, delay not.” 

“ Haste, O sinner; now be wise.” 
“Sinner, rouse thee from thy sleep.” 
“Oh, do not let the word depart.” 
“Show pity, Lord; O Lord, forgive.” 
“Come, every soul by sin oppressed.” 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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{In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels, Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
Personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.] 





YALE LECTURES OF DR. BURTON.* 


The fame of Dr. Horace Bushnell has extended well- 
nigh everywhere among English-speaking Christians. 
Yet comparatively few know how remarkable a man suc- 
ceeded him in his Hartford pulpit. In Connecticut, 
Dr. Burton was known and loved as he deserved ; but 
outside of New England and the circle of Yale graduates 
his name was rarely heard. Few men were better fitted 

* Yale Lectures on Preaching, and Other Writings. By Nathaniel J. 


Burton, D.D., pastor of the Park Church, Hartford, Connecticut. 
Edited chard E Burton. 94 x6 inches, portrait, pp. 640. New 


to'win national reputation. How large and lovable he 
was, can be inferred from the funeral addresses of Presi- 
dent Dwight, and of two of the ministers longest resident 
in Hartford, and most intimate with the late pastor of 
Park Church. All who knew Dr. Burton well can appre- 
ciate these tokens of affection and esteem, which are 
rightly placed first in the volume entitled Yale Lectures 
on Preacliing. The book itself so reveals the man that 
all who read it may find in it confirmation in abundance 
of the testimony so tenderly given in its opening pages. 
The work is posthumous, edited by the author’s only 
son, Richard E. Burton, whose name is now familiar to read- 
ers of The Sunday School Times. The material was not 
prepared for publication by the author, and has been left 
much as he wrote it, so as not “to destroy his strong 
individuality by any considerable alteration ” (Preface). 
This was undoubtedly wise; for it enables the reader to 
know the man, Indeed, those who have listened to Dr. 
Burton would miss a certain aroma pervading his lan- 
guage on most occasions, had the editor done otherwise. 
One-third of the volume is made up of lectures deliv- 
ered at Yale Theological Seminary in 1884, on the 
Lyman Beecher Foundation, which has led to the 
preparation and publication of so many valuable con- 
tributions to practical theology. To these are added 
eight other lectures, delivered in the same place, in 
1885 and 1886. Addresses and sermons, together with 
some foreign letters, are added; the volume closing with 
a fragment, touching in its rhapsody, setting forth the 
rest and joy of heaven. 

The many-sided character of the author is well illus- 
trated in this selection. The Yale Lectures have one 
remarkable peculiarity ; they are absolutely frank, almost 
boyish in their naiveté of manner, yet revealing the sturdy 
man full of profound experiences of life. The topics 
selected were such as to admit of this unreserved utter- 
ance. Instead of a formal treatment of homiletics, the 
lecturer talks of “ The Call to the Ministry,” “ Making 
Sermons,” “ Parish Inconveniences,” ‘‘ Ceremonial Occa- 
sions;” thus dealing with incidental matters, one might 
say, but withal injecting into the discussions a consistent 
yet very catholic conception of practical theology. 

It is easy to see What a loving man this was, but not 
weak in his amiability. All through these lectures, 
which are unveilings of the man’s. own heart and life, it 
is made apparent that Dr. Burton had very decided 
opinions. It would be difficult to classify him by any 
of the prevalent categories. He was a Congregationalist, 
but an earnest advocate of an enrichment of worship 
with ritual of various kinds. He was evangelical, yet 
ever insisting on liberty of thought. Brought up a 
Methodist, and ever showing certain mystical tendencies, 
he denounces mysticism as too subjective. Soa long 
catalogue of apparent discordances might be made. But 
they are only apparent: the man is to be measured, and 
his utterances estimated, by the standard suitable to this 
type, especially when such a man matured as the suc- 
cessor of Dr. Bushnell, and with Dr. Bushnell as his 
parishioner and friend. The volume is not a system of 
theology, nor a treatise on preaching and worship; it is 
the honest out-put of a master of language, loving God 
and man, and using his masterful speech as an expression 
of his worshipful and benevolent feeling. Racy in humor, 
yet rising into eloquent outbursts, the lectures tell young 
men very many things worth knowing, and that minis- 
ters are too apt to forget. 

The addresses are partly memorial; three of them 
are tributes to personal friends,—Henry Wilson, the 
organist of Park Church, Horace Bushnell, and Leonard 
Bacon. It was well to include these, for they represent 
Dr. Burton at his best. The two papers on “Love of 
Truth” and “‘ Agnosticism” present the author in a some- 
what different character. Read first before a club of 
mixed religious views, these addresses take on an apolo- 
getic tone,—apologetic in the technical theological 
sense. The one last named shows more discriminating 
philosophical insight than anything else in the volume. 

The sermons are happily chosen. Dr. Burton was a 
rare preacher. One of the virtues of his style is that it 
voices, even on the printed page, the very man. The 
sermon on “ Modern Inspiration” is mystical in its con- 
ception of inspiration, virtually identifying the unique 
gift and the ordinary grace of the Spirit; but this was 
Dr. Burton’s view—and he sets it forth with great 
unction, The discourse on “ The Fellowship of Christ’s 
Sufferings” is a remarkable one, elaborating a thought 
which crops out again and again in the lectures at Yale, 
But each sermon has its own distinctive excellence, 
while all may be spoken of as characteristic. 

It is indeed difficult to describe to one unfamiliar with 
Dr. Burton’s use of language, what constitutes the peculi- 
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stroke of genius. Then again, when he heaps up epithets, 
as he often does, giving at the same time curious involu- 
tions to his sentences, it would seem as if this would 
end in verbose concatenations. But lo! the sentence is 


makes one solid impression, setting forth precisely what 
was meant. This masterful use of language, this large- 
heartedness of the man behind them, and the unreserve 
with which the man speaks through and in the words,— 
these constitute the charm of the discourses in this 
volume. Differ from him we may,—he himself expected 
that, and allowed it. But it is not likely that many can 
read what he so frankly, so fearlessly, and withal 80 
lovingly, says, and not yield to him an admiration such 
as was almost universai in Hartford, where affection for 
Dr. Burton exceeded admiration of him. 

Younger ministers will find this volume continually 
suggesting a different way of looking at certain matters 
from that with which they are familiar; but best of all, 
the perusal of it will bring them into quite direct fellow- 
ship with a large, generous, sympathetic soul, familiar 
with their peculiar trials and burdens. 

The editor has left his father to speak for himself, but 
his filial affection has made him eminently judicious 
in selecting the material for this volume, and its appear- 
ance speaks well for the affectionate care with which he 
has done his part of the work. 





“That is a dreadful eye,” says John Sterling, “ which 
can be divided from a living, human, heavenly heart, 
and still retain its power of all-penetrating vision, 
Such was the eye of the Gorgons.” This comparison, 
borrowed, or reproduced, by Mrs. Humphrey Ward, in 
her Robert Elsmere, is probably the kernel of the book, 
Mrs. Ward is impressed with the Gorgon character of 
modern skepticism ; and, herself a skeptic as to all posi« 
tive or miraculous revelation, she yet retains enough of 
Christian culture to wish to hold fast to the fruits of the 
gospel without retaining the root from whence they 
grow. So in Robert Elsmere she depicts her ideal 


of souls which characterizes the true pastor, and of the 
reverence of the devout thinker, but stripped bare of 
everything definite and positive in religious belief which 
will not fit into a theism of the Theodore Parker sort. 
He carries over from his Surrey parish into the wretched 
East End of London a zeal for men’s social and spiritual 
welfare, which is a fruit that never grew on any but 
Christian ground; and in this ideal character, never 
realized in any human being, Mrs. Ward thinks she is 
foreshadowing the coming reorganization of English 
religion. If the book contained no more than this, i 

would be comparatively innocuous; but it is surch: 

with insidious controversial attacks upon Christianity, 
put into the mouth or mind of people whose characters 
are supposed to evidence that all these negations are 
without blighting effect upcn the inuer life of those who 
accept them. In this respect the novel is a disseminator 
of false and harmful teachings in a shape which secures 
them an entrance with many who would otherwise avoid 
them. It cannot be called an honest book, especially in 
the cool assumption that Christianity is now simply a 
religion which no intelligent person can be supposed 
to believe; for one who bas the ability to write this 
work knows better than that, And whatever its literary 
merit, its negativism is so pronounced as to make it 
a book whose general circulation would certainly be 
mischievous. (New York: Smith, Elder & Co.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Habitual readers of this journal do not need to be told 
that in a book by the Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D., of the 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, they are likely to find 
wise and wholesome counsels expressed in pure and ele- 
gant literary style with much felicity of illustration and 
argument, His discourses entitled The Marriage Altar 
are an example of his best qualities. If, instead of a 
handsome octavo pamphlet, he would print them in a 
neat “ Elzevir’” volume in a white vellum binding, he 
would furnish just the pretty and inexpensive wedding 


the bookstores. 


Every year adds new illustrations of the great value, 
in American historical literature, of the element of 
special and local monographs. They have a certain 
advantage over works of broader scope, in that they give 
us history in the concrete, individualized, impersonated, 
all alive. Ofall the primitive colonies none has yielded 
choicer contributions of this sort of literature, nor taught 
nobler lessons, than the little colony of New Haven, which 





arities of his style. His choice of wordsseems at times a 


was early. merged, to the grief and heartbreak of its 


finished, and each word is rightly placed. The whole 


skeptic,—a man full of the Christian tenderness and love | 


gift that a good many people are always looking for at 
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founders, in the colony of Connecticut. 
The two-hundredth anniversary of its 
beginning was made memorable to stu- 
dents of history by the Discourse of 
Professor Kingsley and the Thirteen His- 
torical Discourses of Dr. Leonard Bacon. 
This year, the two hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary has yielded, among other 
good fruits, a learned, beautiful, and 
eloquent discourse by William L. Kings- 
ley on The Historic Forces which Gave 
Rise to Puritanism, It establishes the 
author's right to inherit from his father 
the office of historian of New Haven. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


_—— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR 
FOR 1888. 
Maine, state, at Bangor..............October 23-25 
Connecticut, biennial state, at Willimantic. 
ovember 20-22 
New Hampshire, state, at Dover...... November 











INTERNATIONAL LESSON 
COMMITTEE. 

Arrangements are in progress for a 
World’s Convention of Sunday-school 
workers in London, in July, 1889, Con- 
cerning one point in connection with the 
plans of those interested in these arrange- 
ments, the Secretary of the International 
Lesson Committee writes as follows: 

“A desire having been expressed by the 
corresponding members of the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee living in Lon- 
don, England, that the next meeting of 
the committee should be held in that city, 
in connection with the World’s Sunday- 
school Convention, in July, 1889, the mat- 
ter has been carefully considered, and 
finally decided to be impracticable. 

“Such a meeting of those who have 
worked for many years wholly by cor- 
respondence would not only be very pleas- 
ant, but, it is believed, would be promotive 
_ of our Sunday-school work. There are, 
however, so many difficulties in the way 
of such a meeting, that we do not think it 
wise to attempt it, but will meet in Sara- 
toga, in April next. 

WARREN RANDOLPH.” 

Newport, Rhode Island. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week is 128,000 copies, 
exclusive 0, 4 copies used either as samples or 
oo the sg ling of short trial subscriptions. 

‘tisers are free to one the eub- 
Stiles list at any time, The advertising 
vate is $1.00 per line, with discownis of from 
5 per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
coeaeee, (ee less than three inches) in each is- 

st Ee balled or a uniform amount of space, 
ly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
iia ee eae owpane dollare, nay hase 


@ position in paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, v0 far ax ‘will ‘not conflict sth 
ier contracts wit. nor with 


the Publisher idea or 
- te *¢ general make-up of 


conditioned on an leer upon the last , 
will be charged an advance po peste ant page, 
upon the regular rates. 
Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, for indigestion, 
dyspepsia, and diseases incident thereto. 


A sudden change of weather will often 
bring on a cough. The irritation which in- 
duces coughing is quickly subdued by Brown’s 
Bronchial Troches, a simple and effective 
remedy for all throat troubles. Price, 25 
cents per box. ’ 





The success of some of the agents employed | 2 
by B. F. Johnson & Co., Pubs., Richmond, Va., 
is truly marvelous. It is not an unusual 
thing-for their agents to make as high as $20 
and $30 a day, and sometimes their profits run 
up as high as $40 and $50—even more. It is 

‘hardly wise to tell you the whole truth, for 


EVERY VOTER NEEDS IT. 


Dictionary of American Politics. 


Comprising Accounts of Holitigal | Workings « and Men Ranations | of the 
Pot onatitution: “Division and Prac or! vty yA of (th the gt R ig = 
oliti amiliar Names o Pte Notewort y etCs 


Bet vaste Drown a1 AND ALBERT Feotves . 5 This book 


556 Pages and Over 1000 Subjects. 


IT 1S, NON-PARTISAN s4ss‘e.ers rusemere dulce teen Pela ots Tat 


y places, that has the poli 
tal Tatet ory of the’ federa ft government from its foundation nt kB, are given under ap- 
propriate hi 4 in alphabetical order. The formation vod -y! Constitution, its es and inter- 
pre’ ae Bere See See ed. The rise and of parties recounted. ous measures, 
national movements and foreign relations as comes full attention. Especial care has been exer- 
c di bing the practi workings 0 vernment in its various branches, and numerous 
lists of the more Pdlitionl sing officials are e furnishe There will also be found accounts of the origin 
aid meaning of po litical slang expressions, familiar names of persons and localities, famous phrases and 
book is a treasury ready ref: 
ence iy Ape ¥ cians, for ft en, for 
every = ‘or every pe who w be a 
voter, f voters, for 


man, women w and child by live in 
ni tates, who ought to know all 
that is possitie about our Sierieus, insti- 


peda Sone, CSaneed atl Sas of per. 


Senator Sherman says: 


Ihave looked over it, and find it a very excellent 
book of reference, which every American family 
ought to have. The introduction of the important 
documents of our history, like the Constitution and 
the Declaration of Independence, will give it great 
value. It contains in convenient form the elements 
of American history arranged in alphabetical order. 

JOHN SHERMAN, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C., June 22, 
1888. 


Mayor Hewitt of New York says: 


eve 
the 


and to be the result of very great labor on 
the of i rs. I can eh dge 
the its of the publication Wt ba 
the most important subjects wi wed the student 
be familia WR. ill ce 


of polities Me to 
exoooding’y useful in the coming ¢ poll tical cam. 
ee a = it ean honestly commend i (1 vio 
rmation upon ose history of 
> 


‘wget Omice.? New York, Yoke vu June 21, 1888. 








SENATOR JOHN SHERMAN. 





We Send a Copy Free 


4 ony one f subscription | oes seipeiption to the American Agricu’ 
One eading on on price te foros is is roy a 4, -—' Journal, now in its 47th year, ed bas 
as the tural Journal 0 of the world. Tiearecie cas tak dea e f rural and sub- 
000 illustra’ ra an a ye mp io ‘ural’ Magaat nae, that every 
subur ome. Asa means of introducing where it is not now taken, publishers make the above 
offer. 


An extra four months’ erpecription and copy of the book given fora ota of 4 at 50 cents each. Remit 
by registered letter. Address, mentio: 


bi itamps, bank bills, checks, monev orders, or ning- 
this paper, 


The American Agriculturist, 751 Broadway, New York. 


. wens Oat over 
ould in 








ny, § For singing oS “Fail sete 7 
melodious exercisesand easy son with explanations 
and excellent collection of and secular music,’ 





Song Manual, Book 1. (30 ot For Primary Classes, 
Manual, Book fl. (40 cts.) For Medium Classes, 
Song Manual, Book lil, (50cts.) For Higher Classes 
A new set of Graded School Song Books, by L. 0, 
Emerson, Teachers will find them useful and at- 


tractive. 

(35 cts.) Tenney and Hoffma 
Bells of Victory, An unusually good ‘Temper. 
ance Song Book. 104 first-ratesongsand choruses, 
Send for specimen copy. 








cloth 50 cts. 80 fe b 
Praise in Song, (oth. fs Sh'ace) oe 
Emerson. For Praise and ov 1S. and Baw 
day-schools. May be safely commended as one of the 
very best books of the kind. 





Classic Baritone and Bass Songs, ‘.%. 


of rare beauty. 33 songs by 27 different composers, ail 
well known and eminent. This belongs among the 
Classical books, of which the others are: Song 

» Song Classics fer Low Voices, 
Classic Tenor Senge, aamne Claasics, Clas- 
sical Pianist, each $1.00. 


MAILED FOR RETAIL PRICE, 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., 


Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO., 867 Broadway, N. ¥ 


SPARKLING AND BRIGHT! 


THE GLAD REFRAIN,—®7>sZere* «= 


~~ ling hymns set to attractive cunale for Sanday. 
“20. soe 100 copies + 806 30 cents each by mail. 


HYMNS, OF PRAISE.—"” ox AyBezent 


ime compilation of sshaiiig” pak ‘school 
S20 per 100; 35 cents each by mail. 


SELECT SONGS. > x ompieay 


F. N. PELOUBET, D.D. 
344 hymns and tunes, chosen for use where only one 
book is desired for devotional meetings and the 
Sunday-school. 


Firmly bound in cloth, $40 per 100 copies, 
aa A full catalogue sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 B. Ninth Street, New York. 


81 Randolph Street, Chicago. 
ESSIAH’S STA 
By the Rev. 1. BALTZELL, 


The popular author. 


NEW AND ORIGINAL SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS, 


New music, recitations, and an excellent 
adaptation from BEN Hur. Per 100, by ex- 
press, $3.00, by mail, $3.50 ; per dozen, 50 cents; 
each, 5 cents, 


CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS, 


Nos. 1 and 2. The brightest books of recita- 
tions, new and old, for the parce Es g! 
for younger scholars in all schools. 
cents; the two combined, 25 o; 

Address the publisher, Ww. SHUEY, 
DayYToN, OHIO; or WARD & DRUMMOND, 
New York Cry. 














THE GOSPEL AWAKENING. 


Young People’s Meetings. By F. A. BLACKMER. 
The Springfield Union says of it: 


ar pe a new book entitled ‘‘ The Gospel Awakening.”’ 


excellent, while the music, a ng many of Mr. Bluckmer’s compositions, is generally ve 
and “‘singable.” The is intended for Gospel meetin, nas will admirably supplant the ol 
and Sankey book of which everybody has become weari 


dred, Ask your bookseller for it, A sample copy will be sent by mail, 
tion, on receipt of 30 cents. Specimen pages sent free. 


Address, J. S. OGILVIE, Publisher, 
P. O. Box 2767. 


This is a new song and hymn book especially adapted to Prayer, Gospel, Church, and 


F. A. Blackmer, well known as the composer of much excellent.music for religious uses, has just 
It —_ 175 hymns and tunes, some of 
which are old favorites, but the posjectty of which are new. Asa rule, the hymns are well very bright 
4 
Moody 


It contains 175 pieces, and is bound in board covers. Price, 35 cents each ; $30.00 per hun- 
tpaid, for examina- 


57 Rose Street, New York. 





Our New CANTATA, entitied 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


is Now Ready! 
This is for a week-day entertainment. 
Price, l5e.; $1.25 per doz. ; $10 per hundred. 
An abridged edition for ber 5 congregation is issued: 
peice 5 cents; $4.00 per hu 
If for Sunday service only, a abridged edition. 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES. 
THE DAWN OF PEACE. 
HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. 
THE MORNING STAR. 
ASA HULL, Publisher, 
150 Nassau St., New York City. 


Price, 5c.; $4 hundred. 
The three mailed o2 
receipt of 10 cents. 











Wilson's paper, ‘‘ From Sinai to Shechem,”’ follo 
The November CENTURY will contain as 

of the Bible: ‘‘Where was ‘the Place called 

inson, D.D., and also a paper by Lyman Abbott, D.D., on ‘‘The New Reformation.” 

subscriptions with November, the first number of the volume. 

Price, $4 a year. All booksellers and newsdealers take sub- 

— tiéns, or remittance may be made by money-order, bank-check, or 

directly to the publishers, THE C. BY CO., 33 E. 17th St., N. Y. 


the journeyings of the Children of Israel. 
stive article of greatinterest to all students 
“i 4 ?”’ illustrated, by the Rev. Chas. 8. eee 


THE CENTURY 
MAGAZINE. 


peor 





AR. 
DURING the coming volume, Seger be mo BL ps f Music, Readings, 
THE INTERNATIONA with November, T THE CENTUR will erat ot Pea : etd Ber < dozen, oa, by _— 
ecasional papers of special sceceees to ahead to eds who are fol- HN E 

SUNDAY- SCH OL : lowing the Tetecuadinaal Sunday-school Lessons. “ JO J. mee. ), wailiedsipnic, Fa. 
" will be richly illustrated and will be of the hi host ractical valu MUSIC Seateus, Alcan learn rousic without 

a , teachers, as were the recent papers on ‘The P s,” “The Sea of SELF the aid of a teacher. Rapid, corredt, 
Galilee,” “ Sinai and the Wilderness,” eto. The December number will contain Mr, Edward L. TAUOHT. | eeeisiments thorough bass 1AWS, 


etc. Ten specimen lessons, 10c. culars 
&. S. Rice Music Co., 243 St State St., Chicago. 





is still the 
gin | Cod first choice 
y a, 
es COM: eek rw, A. Op den. 2 CO} 
Hymn stanesc free. Waiter, Pub., eamrtoledo. 0. 





HERE, 0 MY LORD! Solo with Quartette 4 
Me anthem, suitable for Communion ser- 
vice. | Arran by A. W. Borst. Price, 15 cents: 





ETHICS OF MARRIAGE. 


By H.S. Pomeroy, M.D. Introduction by the Rev. J.T. 
DurRyYEaA, D.D., of Boston. It decries “THE American 
sin.” Chicago fournal says: “To the earnest man and 
woman everywhere this book is as a voice from 
heaven.” 12mo, cloth, 190 pages. Price, $1.00. 


Isa Copying Book and Press combined. 
fect a 


eneral Agent, 47 8. 4th Street, Philadelphia. Pa. 


Bushnell’s Portable Letter Copying Book 
t makes per- 
les with any copyingink. Price tor note size, 
‘or letter size, $1.30. These books are sold by 
eading booksellersand stationers. They are sent, post- 
id. by mail on receipt of price. ALVAH BUSHNELL, 


jesfor50cents. Stampsreceived. W. A. BONER, 
&00.. 1102 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, - -ypailaie 


hool Singing Book. 
GATES Tee c2bsins San Over onosopestizen! 


tpaid, 35 cts. By ex 
AJAR sold. rj le er denen oeeho.00 per bundred, 
Rees Ca SONS. Harrisburg, Pa 








dix showing laws of the states regarding certain Ca 
of crime. nd for circular 
FUNK & WAGNALLS, 18 and 20 Astor Place, N. Y. 


ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS 





T. Y. CROWELL & CO., 


Publishers, 13 Astor Place, New York. 





“SONGS OF REJOICING 5 rs, nBare, 


simple, and. a ing. P 
i Sample, 25 ce: 
Race 


t prepaid. 
Brice domen, gt brea St., Cincinnati, 0. 








aor Rig en enty ee ge A Manual ofA 

s, Figures, Proverbs, Quotations, borg adapted for 
Christian n teaching. By Rev. G. S. Bow Twoseries, 
12mo, lin. , $1.25. “For vartear, pertinency, 
and availability, it is he reg superior to jar bape | 
we have seen."’— Evangelical ory. Sent to any 
address, free, on receipt of above price. 


“OXFORD” 


eachers’ Bible 


T. NEL LSON & SONS, 33 East 17th St. N.Y. 


CHOIR LEADERS. 


bead Mronte Re for a 9 sample copy of the Musical Vit 
THE JOHN Cl CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, o 














fear you will scarcely believe it. Writethem, 
and see for yourself what they will do for you. 














school, b; 
PERKINPINE & HicoINs. 914 Arch Street, Phila., Pa, 400, 0 eee inthe ora. = any Eien OF GLOBY fcr theSundey son ew wor ay 
curls poeta REETINGS.” A charming Ladies’ Home Jour ngestree, Band 
ls and ions. 
ee TL =< Baemte OO Se Eki iaseainncee 














EDUCATIONAL, 
UTH COLLEGE] London,Can, 
Hate Lapres. | Rev. E. N NW Rnelin Brie, 


MOUNT LY ae (N, J.) ACADEMY FOR BOYS. 
ENRY M, WALRADT (YALB), Principal. 








A) 


2 if and largest in America. Spencerian Business College & 





Shorthand School,Cleveland,Q. Elegant circulars free. 





BISHOP- 


BrresaeEs Pennsylvanin. re: 
boardin yg Pre- 


THORPE, @ 
Be for college. F Tai Princ! 


HORT’==::: EARPMLET, AND MAIL 
jessons, course, TE Ts. 
S$ Lingle’s College, 1431 Chesteet 8 Pine: 


EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


will get valuable information free in the new L 
trated Calendar. Address E. "TOURS EE, Song 


CHRISTIAN eee hg monthly 
Pade ORS 5 fats, Mat Street, Germantown. 
“DO NOT STAMMER.” 


Send for 54-page pamphlet to 
E, S. JOH NSTON’S INSTITUTE, 
N. E. corner lith and Spring Garden Sts., Philadelphia. 
Can refer to George W, ag Provnletor of Phila. 


pena | Frabervenis; t Sts Sob john Dd. Wattivs’ 
publisher of The Sunday School Times 

S$ IT TOO LATE FOR YOU TO GO 
to School or te College? 


(ARE YOU TOO OLD, OR TOO POOR, 
or too busy ?) 


Would you like to be guided in a help- 
ful, instructive course of reading? 

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle is at present directing the reading 
of more than 60,000 persons. We quote 
a few words from these students : 


“T can never tell all that the Chautauqua reading 
has been to me, with the cares of a large family on 
my mind, and almost all the work done by my own 
hands, With much sickness and sorrow, it has been 
my refuge and help, and almost my only recreation. 
I place the Chautauqua reading next my Bible in its 
influence on my life,””—KaNnsas. 

















‘ Tregret that I could not have had the advantage 
of such @ course in early life; but it has brought so 
much comfort and happiness that I rejoice in the 
blessing, even though it came to me a quarter of a 
century late,”—MaINngE. 


Address, for full information, 


CHAUTAUQUA OFFICE, 
PLAINFIELD, N. J. 


Chautauqua College. 
TEACHING BY CORRESPONDENCE, 


Every Subject on the Regular College Curri- 
culum is Taught. 
TEACHERS THE VEBY BEST, 
NO EXPERIMENT. 





Students received at any time. 

Expenses small. Registration fee, 
$5.00. Tuition fee, $10,00 per year for 
one study, 

The fifth year has just begun. 

Classes large and enthusiastic. 


For full information, address, enclos- 
ing 2c. stamp, 


FREDERICK STARR, 
Registrar C. OC. L. A., 
New Haven, Conn. 


Gieat Reduetlon in Prices, 
Golden Text Designs 


FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


PRICES 
100 sets for 3mos, (un designs . 
mi * wb yeae (4300 ie 
maller lots at same rates, e 
Sample lots of 5 sets or less, except 
re 10 cents for each set per quarter. 
Terms cash in advance. ddress 


WILLIAM H. HART, JR.., 
242 Chestnut St., Philad’a, Pa. 


ante NEW OR WORN 


current editions, 
WARTED 


catalogue and blank for rt 4 
OUR SPECIALTY Quoting books in stock, and 


















at, OF send 
nit condition, a cyt ba wer w 


Sheet eet aan 
earin: o 
Nos. 66 and 63 Duane St. 





.) 
of print ana pry ng Waumeing ap books that are out 
about any such books, 

THE BOOK ANTIQUARY, Easton, Pa. 


New Pieces fo Speak in School. 


finely illustra tation book for 1 
EUGENE J, HALL 8 34 W Wabash Avenue, ee til. 


BABY Noon.—devoied is the Care of Infants, 
giene, @ year; cents 
‘py. Sold everywhere. P.O: Box 3123, New York. 














ant Sanitary Goods,” 





‘culture,—indeed, it will not be practicable, except where there is a certain degree of musical 


Chrisinas Service 


The song service for Christmas, by Leonard Woolsey Bacon, entitled “ The Coming of the 
King,” is in some important respects a novelty. It is virtually a Christmas Oratorio, embracing 
bright and joyful carols for the children, hymns and choruses for the entire congregation, and 
for the choir some of the noblest compositions in the whole range of religious music. All musi- 
cians will understand what is the musical importance of the work when we mention that 
Mr. Gilchrist, the eminent composer, has given his invaluable counsel and aid, not only in 
original anthems composed expressly for this service, but in the adaptation and arrangement of 
selections from the great masters of the art. 


Of course, this service will not commend itself to communities of a low grade of taste and 


capacity in choir, organist, and people, But, in general, it may be said that the communities 
in which may be found Sunday-schools of two hundred and upward will not ordinarily lack the 
musical resources requisite for the enjoyable performance of this programme. It presupposes a 
congregation that loves to sing, a Sunday-school that is willing to practice, a choir (with chorus 
as well as solo-voices, when possible), a good organ and good organist. If these can be rein- 
forced by a cornet to give a strong lead to the voices of school and congregation, and by a first 
and second violin to add brilliancy to the chorus accompaniments, all the better, 

So much being premised, we give an outline of the programme, from which readers may 
judge of the progressive interest with which it advances to its climax in the great Hallelujah. 

Part I., “The Birth of the Prince,’ opens with a prophecy of the nativity of the Messiah, 
chanted antiphonally,—one line by a solo voice or voices, the response by the entire school and 
congregation. Then, when the story of the fulfillment of the prophecy has been read (by the 
pastor, or some other competent reader), the carol, “ While shepherds watched,” is sung by the 
school to an old English melody, with an animated arpeggio accompaniment; and this is fol- 
lowed by a choir-anthem, Benedictus, “ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,” written expressly 
for this service by Mr. Gilchrist, Then follows an act of prayer and thanksgiving, in which 
the pastor will naturally be the leader; and Part I. concludes with that majestic and thrilling 
chorus from the Messiah, “ For unto us a child is born,” in which, in the simple but overpower- 
ing climacteric passage which occurs again and again, “ Wonderful! counsellor!” etc,, the choir 
is to be reinforced by all the voices of school and congregation. 

Part II. is entitled “The Spread of the Kingdom,” and begins with the reading of the 
narrative of the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles in the visit of the Magi, and is continued 
in the hymn of Bishop Heber, “ Brightest and best,” sung by the whole assembly, and then in 
Handel’s lovely soprano aria, “How beautiful are the feéet,”—or, if preferred, by the chorus 
from St, Paul, ‘‘ How lovely are the messengers.” Then, as marking the growing conflicts of 
thé gospel, follows the children’s marching song, “Onward, Christian soldiers,” in a new and 
“taking” adaptation to a triumphal air, from Judas Maccabmus. Then comes a quartet, 
written by Mr, Gilchrist to the inspiring missionary lyric of Montgomery: 


From day to day before our eyes 
Grows and extends the work begun;” 


after which, Part II. concludes with “ Now be the gospel banner,” sung, by all the people, to 
“The Missionary Hymn,” 

Part III., “The Triumph of the King,” begins with “The Heavenly Acclamation,” from 
the Book of Revelation, sung to an antiphonal chant, followed by the hymn, “ Wake the song of 
jubilee,” set, for the choir, to an extraordinarily melodious and brilliant chorus by Haydn; 
and the choir is followed by the whole congregation in the hymn “ The new Jerusalem comes 
down,” to the quaint but inspiring “old folks” tune of Northfield, The choir follows again, 
with Dr. Mason’s easy but striking and effective anthem, with “echo” effects,— 
of jubilee,” The voices of the children are heard, once more, in Miss Havergal’s hymn, with 
her own most spirited music, “ Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king,”—a natural 
prelude to the closing chorus, the great Hallelujah from the Messiah, in parts of which the 
choir is to be joined by all the voices of the school and congregation, This arrangement of 
the two greatest choruses of the Messiah is made possible, without the slightest alteration 
of the score (beyond transposition to a lower key), by the fact that in both choruses the noblest 
climacteric passages are the simplest and plainest. 

This program has been made studiously brief; but it contains a rich store of material that 
will engage and reward the study of the best choirs, organists, and Sunday-schools, 

Price of the school edition, five cents; $4.00 per hundred. The full Order for the Service, 
including full Organ and Voice Score of all the music for the choir, with suggestions for the 
effective organization and conduct of the festival, is published separately in a large pamphlet. 
Price, twenty-five cents. 


Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
P. O. Box 1550, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Note.—For schools not caring to undertake such a service as the one described above, a 


simpler one, suitable for city and country schools alike, is in preparation. Price, fwe cents ;. 


$2.00 per hundred. 


YALE LECTURES ON THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


The Sunday-school: Its Origin, Mission, Methods, and Auxiliaries, The Lyman 
Beecher Lectures before Yale Divinity School, for 1888, By H. Clay Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, author of Kadesh-barnea, The Blood 
Covenant, Teaching and Teachers, etc, 8} 5} inches, cloth, over 400 pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Every pastor, superintendent, and thoughtful Sunday-school 
teacher will wish to possess this book sooner or later. It deals 
with the principles underlying the Sunday-school as an institu- 
tion, and with its relations to the family, to the pulpit, and to 
other spheres of church work, The book is now ready, and will 
be mailed to any address on receipt of the price, $1.50. 
vassers are wanted for this and other books. 

Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
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PENTECOST “ BIBLE STUDIES.” ‘ 


Dx. GEORGE F, PENTECOST, whose successful WORK 
as an ovaunelist and writer broughthim imine 
before the people © throu pest te Unit 
England, has lete * Bible Ntndies® on t 
International Sun arama Lessons for 188), 
mportant feature of the’ tiudies for 1889 
tne phe n handy and attractive form of MR ges 
numbers, ‘ Bible Studies” can also be had in th 
complete form, comprising fifty-two lessons, baby 
to that issued for 1 Specimen pages will, u Lh pet 
quest, be mailed free to any address. The fol wing 
prices are announced: 
Strong paper cover......50¢, Cloth binding,.....¢1 baci 
SPECIAL RA TES TO CLUBS. 
Quarterly Numbers..-The Lessons for tar 
Months, complete in each number, beginnin 
that comprising January, February, and Mare 
POSTPAID RATES.—\be. per number}; 75c, 
dozen : $10 per 100 ; $35 per 100 sets of deach. A dre 
inquiries, requests for frees p>cimens, and all oruern te 
A.S, BARNES & €O., Publishers, ; 
til & 113 William St., New York. 3 











For Five Cents, . 


We will send—Christmas: Carols and 
Music, Responsive Service and Anthem, 
Prayer Meeting Topic Cards, ae, 
Year’s Addresses, Progease, eae 
tive List of Christmas Cards, and ape | 
samples of interest to the Church 
Sun “ee | School, 

early, giving yourself plenty of 
time w the make selections, 





CENTS. 











MacCalla ' & Company, 
Nos. 237-9 DOCK STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


SHUT ; 
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D. LOTHROP COMPANY, Boston, 
for catalogue of 2,000 choice books free, _ 


IF n¥,QU ARE POOR 


ree one of our ch 
Toraries of Bobo et for $16 ort I ro! 
GoopENOUGH 


WoeLom Nassau Street, oe 
A. D, MATTHEWS BONS, ‘OR BIBLES. 
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als, ver. & Mixcellaneous 
which they offer about half price. 


America’s Best Farm Weekly will be sent 














10 weeks for 25 cents, it, 
THE RURAL NEW-YORKER. 34 Park Row, New York. 
The Illustrator Sieh Su ery StS teucher mupet 


intendent, pri: teach “fhe man, an 
Ieee TORO neon el oe 
a TR a 


THE INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA 
the publishers 


offers poperiog ec edyant 
hag once 1. 


ODD MIA Wein New York, N, Y. 
“130 ORDERS IN 34 DAYS;” onder ot 


12 calls; phe ay orders, An 36 hours" PL pn 
5 days;" such are some of the reports of o 
‘Terms free. JAMES H. EARLE, Publisher, 
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AGENT ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY, 


AGENT Also. com fete: works of Dr br Blo 
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AGENT Circulars 
far See our BEST 7 pte 
WauatLE aoe & JEWELRY co, Philadelphia. 
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Salary not one on 

poles. From per month ean be 
melting our Holiday Book. Address JO 

Win & CO., Philadelphia or Chicago. 


$75.22 to $250.22 A, MONTH can 


working for us. ee 
ferred who can eg a horse and give their w 
ime tothe nos ness. Spa: co megunquin ag paomn $ be 
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J SORENSON & CO,, Pubs., 1009 Main St., "Richme a. 


Save Your a $6 to $10 


a da: 

ai nildven eit tien 

e8,men,& C ren se em, 
stamps. W. Hassel 


16c, in 2e. stamps, W. Hassel 
LADY AGENTS WANTED 

To sell an entirely ay new article of underwear made of 

caimel’s hair and fine Australian wool. The 

takin ——— anagent ever handled. Peg efor 


from per wee ddress, for particulars. 
WARNER BROS., 359 Broadway, N. ¥. 
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‘ ld 
Ay tie and ine Mouse.) 


“adie ine an by the brings of 
tons nengely. ; 


£7, Gunton E B. Fisk, wo. “Don'ts new me another for cant 
get the children to bed.¥—R. H, Conwell. D. D, “Income 
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‘PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is  paliienes. weekly 





at the foliowing rates, which inelu 


NE COPY, $2.00 a year. The *ame price percopy 
me... number Of 0a jes less than five. Te a new 
gubsertber, half price ($1.00). 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
——-* year. To new subscribers, balf price (50 
cents), 


CLUB RATES. 


When the teachers of a school unite in subscribing 
for a number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
foliowing low rates: 


FIVE (0 NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subscribers, and balf price (75 cents) for new. The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
Jess than five. 


jes TO NINETEEN COPIES, one 
14 subseribers, and half —_ 

he total number of both old and 
not Jess than ten. 


TWENTY OR MORE COPIES. one year, $1.00each for 
old subscribers, and half price (50 cents) for new. 
total number of both old and new together to be 
less than twenty. 
if a schoo! has had a club at one of the higher rates, 
nd wishes, upon renewing. o form a larger one at a 
ower rate, itis of course free to do so. 


FOR SMALL SCHOOLS. By an equitable plan, the 
Smaller schools, which can not well form large clubs, 
have the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is less than twenty, the club rate to such school 
shal! be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half ‘price 
(0 cents) for new, on condition that the order for the 

pers te accompanied by a statement that the num- 
ber of © pies ordered in the club is not less than the 

o sh 


ear, $1.25each for 
63 cents) for new. 
hew together to be 





8 intheschool. This does not 
mean that every teacher. must actually be asubscriber, 
butthat the number of copies ordered must not be 
less than the full number of teachers. Persons who 
it teachers may be asked to join the club, in or- 
der to secure the required number. Any number of 
co) in excess of the required number muy be sub- 
bed for atthe sametime. Teuchers bei ng tothe 
hold may ted as ONE tn making such 
a statement Y the number of teachers in a ‘or 
example: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
peat the club subscription aeed not be for more than 
r copies, in order to secure the low rate, 

WHO ARE “NEW” SUBSCRIBERS? By anew sub- 
acriber is meant one who has not taken the paper at 
any time during the past two years. 

he shifting of a subscription from one member ot 
@ household W another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is rot allowable, although 
new additional subscriptions by or for other members 
of the household will be taken at the balf rate. 

FREE COPIES TOCLUB ORGANIZERS, Any person 
forming a club of either grade (whether it is made w 
eatieey of old subscribers, or of old and new § 
or-entirely of new subscribers at the balf rate) is en- 
ti to an additional copy free, excepting in the case 

any club for less than ten copies formed on the 

. iSchool” plan (givenabove). When very large 

clubs are formed, the organizer shall be entitled ‘oone 
additional copy, free, for every twenty subscribed 


h. 





HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
club will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
members, or in a package to one address, accord- 

to the preference of subscribers. The papers fora 
should ull go to one post-office, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one P nm peen 3 and others in the 
school get theirs from another, the papers will 


sent accordingly. 

rent schools are not to unite in the forming ofa 
oe, but each school should have its own club, at 
w ever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 
ene ape seme of the school should be mentioned in 
litions may be made at any time to a club—such 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time 


with the club as or ny ordered, each subscriber 
ng pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
bscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 


should be careful to name not only the 
ce to which they wish it sent, but 
foh Ivhas been sent. Ail addveesee uh 


= 





ie one to 
wh n se should include 
me dee tion is renewed by ith 
ew 
gon than the one who sent the  aukoorty 


revi bscri A} 
ub) jaher by stating that 
r takes the place of the one 
THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopt ause 
of the beliefthat no more judicious eave oe ie 


such person will oblige the 
the chu he subscribes fo 
formed last year by 


could be made than that for securing a fair ¢ fof the 
. A new subscriber is entitled to the half rate 


one year aa 
The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 
af for ges witt — be discontinued at Rte 
rati @ subscr . Ren 
thgrefore be made early. on. f ewals should 
‘ough copies of any one issue of the to 
able f, the teachers of a se hool to examine it, will be 
sent » Upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row, 
London, E. C., will receives cart rh haify early sub- 
for Th School 





C) 
scriptions for The Sun Times (the paper to 
be sent, postpaid, d myth sub- 
acribers) at the following wa dis 
rom lto4 copies, 10s. each, 
“ Stoo * “ 


8s. 6d. 

Te 10 Ay jes and poranee, a 7s. ‘wy 
secu e above rates for five or m the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and thon ean be 
Sainer yo A see individual addresses, or in a 
case AO EN » Whichever may be preferred 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
hilade); 


1081 Walnut treet, 
P. O, Box 1550. _ * 
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Roucy, Ren. 
CHAPPED 


—— AND ~—— 


Scaly Skin 


PREVENTED BY 
C(iticura 
-+ Soap é- 


1 pet hed SKIN BLEMISHES, ROUGH, 
cracked, scaly, and reddened skin and hands, 
are speedily overcome by that most exquisite of 
— autifiers, the CUTICURA MEDICATED TOILET 
Soap. 


P. 
It stimulates the sebaceous glands to pour out the 
sebum or oily matter p terete to lubricate the skin 
and scalp and keep them healthy, and thus pre- 
vents blackheads, pimples, and many forms of ekin 
blemishes not affected by any other soap. 

For peeeerving, freshening, sud beautifying the 
complexion and skin, and imparting that velvety 
softness and whiteness of the hands so much de- 
sired, it is incomparably superior to all other Skin 


Beautifiers. 
Sold everywhere. Price, 25¢; Prepared by the 
Potter DrvuG AND CHEMICAL Co., Boston, Mass. 
aap Send for “ How to Beautify the Skin.” 
’ S Skin and Scalp and beauti- 
fied by Curicuns TRD SOP, 














foreign countries to be the FIN 


CONSUMPTION,® SCROFULA, 


The Best Remedy for Consumption. 


For Sale by all Draggists. 





ALMOST._AS PALAT: 


“FLESH PRODUCER 


PERSONS GAIN. RAPIDLY , WHILE, TAKING, [73 
SCOTT’S EMULSION 


als sacknowledged numerous .Physicians{in thegU nited, Statespand? many 
: et T and. B G i class. 


IT HAS PROVED TO BE AN INVA! | REMEDY FOR 


“OF CHILDREN AND CHRONIC: COUGHS. 
SCOTT. & BOWNE, New York.: 


AS MILK. 


the most delicate stomach 
can take it without ‘the 
slightest¥repugnance, 
[a ) 
REMARKABLETAS'A. 


- 


‘saseasig Suse PUR e[NJoOIg UI e[qenjeAu| 














I am well pleased with MaGEx’s EMuLSION. It is 
easily taken and digested, and, unlike most emulsions, 
it ae) little or no offense to the stomach.—A. P. 
Grinnell, Dean University of Vermont, Burlington. 

MAGEK’s EMULSION is unquestionably the finest 
article of its kind now in the market, said a druggist. 


Solid Gold Bepeteeies. 50. 
Send your 0.d glasses by mail. e’litake 

exact size from them and send, upon receipt of $3.50, a 
ir of our Solid Gold Spectacles or Eye Glassesset with 

* Diamanta” lenses ; usual price, $%. This method of 
Satisfaction, or money re- 
funded. M. ZINeMAN & Reo., 1308. oth St., Phila . Pa. 


ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL. 
THIS NEW 


ELASTIC TRUSS 


as a pad different from all 
' others, 1s cup shape, with self- 
adjusting ball in centre, adapts itself 
to all positions of the body, while the 
ball in the cup holds the rupture just 


as a pe 

the hernia is held securely day and night. It is easy, 

durable, and cheap. Sent by mail, Circulars free. 
EGGL N USS CO., Chicago, Il. 
















Asx G our Patent CRYSTALS, 
ane pal Food,for Breakfast Tea 
&D there, write us for free sam- 


DUR and SPECIAL DIA- 





AIR plump, and strong children are assured by 
9 the use of Ridge’s Food. does not pro- 
duce a puffy. flabby skin, but good flesh with 
plenty of bone and muscle, In cans, 35 cents and 
upward. Sold by druggists. 


HOPE Fok THE CONSUMPTIVE 


in the use of Wi ©’s Compound 
of Pure Cod Liver Oil with Phosphates, mild 
and agreeable in taste. Sold by druggists generally. 


a “TT ee 
_ |ADIES’GENUINE 


Hoo. 
FREN CANNED 
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‘ & KID BUTTON 
a BOOT - 





icular the most sati ry Boot for in and o 
oor wear, one that is fully warranted, and equa’ 
any $5.00 French Kid Boot Inthe market, write us at 
once, erp | $2.75, and 25 ets. to prepay express 
or postage, and we will send toany address one pair of 
our famous French Tanned id Button 
Boots, the stock of which is so tanned as to render 
them soft as a glove to the feet, but of great durability, 
and ofa beautiful finish, giving the exact resemblance 
to the finest French Kia, but are tougher, will not 
flake up, and will wear three times as long. This 
t,on account of its softness, is particu- 
larly adapted to tender feet, and is made in 
both Opera Toe and Common Sense Styles, 
in sizes from 23¢ to7. A, B,C, D, E, widths. In ordering, 
be sure to mention size and width wanted, and which 
kind you desire. and we will guarantee a fit. s f 
you wil! mention this publication, willsenda beautiful 
white-handle button-hook, free. As to our reliability, 
we refer to the National Express Co. (capital, $15,000. 
000), f Boston. These Roots are manufactured ex- 
ressly for our trade through the mails, and can be 
fad only by addressing 
THE DONGOLA BOOT & SHOE CoO., 


178 Devenshire St., Boston, Mass. 


Ladies, it you desire the most stylish, and in bof 
1 to 


al 


NDERWEAR 
FOR MEN WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 


Unequalled for Health, Comfort 
and Durability. 
SOLD BY LEADING MERCHANTS 


WARNER BROS., 
359 BROADWAY, NEW YOREs 


HUTCHINSON’S 
BEST GLOVES 
For driving or street wear. Made with 
care from selected calf. kid, dogskin, buck- 
skin, @ cheverétte, and warranted, Those 
wishing serviceable gloves, and to save 
money, send stamp to the manufacturer 
for his book about gloves and how to get 
them. Established 1862. 

JOHN C. HUTCHINSON, 
Johnstown, N. ¥. 











STOCKINGS. 
F. P. Robinson Co, Dye. 
Money Refunded if they 
Stain the Feet or Fade. 
THE CLEANFAST 
HOSIERY Co. 
925 Broadway, New York. 
2 West I4th St. “3 
109 State Street, Chicago. 
> 49 West Street, nm. 
aa Send for Price List. 








ARMS AND LEGS, 
WITH. RUBBER HANDS AND FEET. 

The most natural, comfortable, 
and durable. Over 8,000 in 
use. New patentsand important 
improvements. ° Gev't 
Manufacturer. Illustrated 
book of .00 pages and formula for 
measuring sent free. 

A, A. MARKS, 
701 Broadway, New York City. 


" Coop SENSE” 
CORDED CORSET WAISTS 
are sold at all Leading Retail Stores. Ask for tnem. 











W, L DOUGLAS $3 SHOE, 


Ande aities, are advertised 
‘week 10 this paper, ‘Read tse ad. 


JAMES McCREERY & CoO., 





Importers and Dealers in Pine Dry 


Broadway, cor. Bleventh St., New Xork. 








WORTH REPEATING. 


THE FUNCTION OF 
CONSCIENCE. 


[Ezekiel Gilman Robinson, D.D., LL.D., in Principles 
and Practice of Morality. | 





It is the function of conscience, as the 
soul’s judiciary, to decide for it every 
question of personal right and wrong. In 
its decisions the sense of self-approval is 
as clear in the breast of the consciously 
innocent as is that of self-condemnation 
in the breast of the consciously guilty, 
The exact function of conscience will be 
made more apparent by noticing, 

Negatively, certain offices sometimes 
ascribed to it which it manifestly does not 
fulfill, Accounts are sometimes given of 
its office which seem to make it compre- 
hensive of every mental function that is in 
any way connected with moral reflections 
and decisions; which, in fact, seem to 
identify it with the whole moral nature of 
man. Let us then observe that, 

1. It is no part of the office of conscience 
to forecast the future,—to foresee danger, 
—to forewarn against temptation. The 
mind apprehends moral risk and antici- 
pates moral peril just as it apprehends or 
anticipates whatever else is contingent 
and uncertain. And the moral feelings 
accompanying apprehension of moral 
danger, however they may affect the 
moral consciousness, are not emotions of 
conscience. 

2. It is not its office to pronounce judg- 
ment on conjectural acts, or on acts con- 
templated as dependent on untried and 
contingent circumstances. Acts in imagi- 
nary circumstances can easily be pictured 
to the mind, and moral estimates formed 
of them, and decisions made about them 
as good, bad, or indifferent, and yet one’s 
conscience have nothing whatever to do 
with either process. Itself can pronounce 
judgment on no act till the act has at 
least taken the form of a clearly defined 
purpose. 

8. It is no part of the office of con- 
science to settle questions of casuistry,— 
to determine the right or the wrong oi 
acts in unfamiliar or unknown relations, 
whether they besimply acts in contempla- 
tion, or complex and unanalyzed acts 
already performed. The moral quality or 
qualities ofan act are admitted to be 
found only in the purpose for which it is 
done. The motive may have been one, 
and in itself simple; it may have been one, 
but complex; or there may have been 
several motives, each of which was com- 

lex and composed of diverse ingredients. 

ut to ascertain the component parts of 
one’s purpose or purposes may require 
rigid self-scrutiny and careful analysis; 
but to participate in the scrutiny and 
analysis is no part of the function of con- 
science. When, however, the inner spirit 
and purpose of one’s act are disclosed, and 
the moral laws fulfilled or broken by the 
act are clearly shown, conscience performs 
at once and with authority its function o! 
judging the right or the — of pur- 
pose, act, and self that has acted. _ 

4. To furnish laws for its own judg: 
ments is not an office of conscience. It 
can neither supply nor set aside, neithel 
enact nor annul, moral laws. If there 
comes before one for judgment some act 
for which he has no criterion—no law or 
rule that is applicable—it is not the func- 
tion of his conscience to furnish one; Or, 
if there come before him an act against 
which he has often decided by a law 
whose authority has now become doubtful 
to him, it is not the prerogative of his 
conscience either to vindicate the law or 
tosetitaside. The function of conscience 
is not legislative, but judicial; and it 
cannot judge without law which the united 
powers of the whole personal being have 
accepted as authoritative. : 

5. Conscience cannot determine for any 
one the genuineness, or the authenticity, 
or the justiee, of a moral law that is for 
the first time announced to him. When 
such a law comes, the mind instinctively 
—by necessity of its own nature—sum- 
mons in council the whole circle of Its 
discriminating powers, reason, memory, 
and imagination, for an examination of 1' 
credentials. These satisfactorily deter 
mined, and the law accepted, the mora 
consciousness responds at once to “i 
authority. The law is thenceforwar 
written on the heart, and is applied as 4 
rule of conduct. So long as kept by 
memory in consciousness’ it will be 5° 
applied. But the office of consciousness? 





in furnishing the law which the whole 
soul has previously accepted, and accord 
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WANAMAKER’S. 


a 
PHILADELPHIA, October 12, 1888. 
QUALITY UP, PRICES DOWN, THAT'S THB RULE ALL 
arvund our Dress Goods counters. Of course there are 
plenty of stuffs that are strange to you, but there are 
enough that A rend oe worth of, Take the meas- 
are of the rest by th 

VE CAN’T WELL SAY TOO MUCH OF OUR $1.50 Broap- 
Just the right me) for dresses, fine wool, 
thet fashionable shades. 

brown 


garnet 











th. 
cath like = best, ang 
reens 


cesdiial 
nol grey te 


terra 
We never heard of & Brondeloth like this for less 


Cloa. ki are te ms feather. Beavers, Astrakhans, 
Plaids, 
oepiskin Cloths too. Almost the silky softness of 
the rea. eal fur. Best London dye, like Alaska Seal, and 
the cloth won't change color, 60 inches wide, $ to $17. 

PLAID DRESS GOODS LOVELIN EAM OF, 
Perhaps a thousand colors and styles, and the last 
pne is like the first only because it’s a Plaid. 

Let four stand for a ane the price range. The 
width is forty | inches in each case. 

Serge ground, plaided by 2 narrow + it ~ aga A 
soft, firm stuff in-half a dozen colorings. 7: 

Fine se! ground, colored like a Scotch Shawl, 
overpialded by a by a brace of bright, lumpy threads. $1. 
round of coarse basket weave e cut into six- 

nares by bright streaks like sunshine through 
a crack, shading to the deep dark of the ground at 
middle of block. - 25, The ombré idea crops out in 


f the Plaids. 
™Grecnd resembling fine basket weave, parti-colored 
and a-gleam with sil The colors have a delightful 
way of ducking out of a co Pp) ta 4 in unex- 
pected Piece acuble checked with tint, 41,50. 
ed block, double chec! with a one n 
“Bvery Plaid in this muster is all-wool or silk-and- 


weend a postal card request for samples or goods. 
JOHN behee ire 
AND 


Si KS PLUSHES. 


SILKS 
Greatest Bargains Ever Offered. 











yards fine Oniored Failles, at $1.00, These 
Failles are actual h $1.25. 
000 yards fine co: ered G Gros Grains, at 75 cents, 
P ny es | bargains in Linn « by yaad pan 
1,50, thay rove an agreeab) 
fend J varity of ev hing desirable in black 
and colored silks, at prices l astonish you. 


2,000 Boxes Fine Silk Plush. 


Every new and lar shade in each of the follow- 
ing Your i grades. 7 9.0.12 , $1.25, they seg such tamed 


é S908 § oes Meike Oo og ment you most 


Plushes, and 
we will send a Sfroics lot to select from,and return 
stamps with first order, 


CHAS. A. STEVENS, 
69S State Street, . CHICAGO, ILL. 


The BUYERS’ GUIDE is 
issued March and .Sept., 
each year. It is an ency- 
clopedia of useful infor- 
mation for all who pur- 
chase the luxuries or the 
necessities of life. We 











all the necessary ssary 
appliances to ride, A. dance, sleep, 
eat, fish, hunt, work, go to church, 
or stay at home, and in various sizes, 
styles and —. Just figure out 
what isr Nea to do all these 
COMFORTA , aod you can make a f: 
estimate of value of the BUYERS’ 
GUIDE, which will be Pr yy upon 
receipt ‘of 10 cents to pay postage, 


MONTGOMERY WARD’ & CO, 
111-114 Michigan Avenue. Chicago. Tl, 


Send 6c. for samples and rules for measuring. 











Buy no more Ready-Made Clothing. Send 
for camplen on & heavy weight, make 
your own se take your measure by our 


simple rules, ‘and order a pair of our Cele- 
brated Custom- ade Pants. or 
finer goods if you desire. 























‘SOULLT, *S ‘§ JO OPUS] TOs J) ‘1oseqoind 





=> A pair of Pant Stretchers will be given to each 







180 Ladies’ Tailor-Made Garments 
lar prices, Send 6c. for samples and fashion 


Bay State Pants Co., Custom Clothiers, 


34 Hawley St., Boston, Mass. 


ar fae loth thi 
FR E E« clo efamous Plymouth 


arecu 
self- J Ta es 

ee, if you mention this paper, Address, Per. 

—cuTH Rock Pants Co.,18S8ummer 8t., Boston, Mass. 


‘arments to order at popu 
n plate. 
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Three Wonderful Sewing Machines, 


THE NEW SINGER AUTOMATIC (Single Thread). 


“It runs with a breat 


THE NEW SINGER VIBRATOR 


More Modern, lighter running, and simpler than any other. 





THE NEW SINGER OSCILLATOR. 


Scientifically and mechanically perfect. 
Offices Everywhere. 


The Singer Manufacturing Co. 


Perfection Guaranteed. 


8 MILLION MACHINES.) New York. 








that come first will be benefited i 


Examine the list: 


Wilton, - - > ” 
Axminster, - - ~ - 
VeWet, best grade, - ~ ~ 
VelWwet, second grade, -« ~ 
Body Brussels, best grade, - - 
Body Brussels, second grade, - 
Tapestry Brussels, best grade, ~ 
Tapestry Brussels, second grade, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, all wool, best, ~ 
Ex-Super Ingrain, cotton ehain, 


For a Short Season. 


As the demand for marked-down Carpets has largely 
increased, we have concluded to add to the line a number of pat- 
terns from our regular stock. As the season is short, and those 


in the selection, no time should 


be lost in taking advantage of this liberal offer. 


$1.50, marked down from $2.25 
1.25, marked down from 1.75 
1.05, marked down from 1.40 
-95, marked down from 1.20 
1.10, marked down from 1.25 
90, marked down from 1.00 
-65, marked down from -80 
524, marked down from 65 
-60, marked down from 75 
50, marked down from 60 


Our regular stock embraces the choice patterns of every 


grade. 


Persons in search of fine Carpets, in the latest delicate 


colors, should not fail to call upon us before purchasing. 


John & Jam 


es Dobson, 


FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL CARPET MILLS, 


SO90 and 811 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








Noif about it, We have got it. 


Send for samples. 


The $12 All Wool Diagonal 


Beaver Overcoat is the best value we ever offered at that price. 
Let us turn the tables on you, and say too little to do it justice if we’ ve got such an overcoat, 


It’s fine, smooth, warm, and, above all, entirely reliable, 


But, aid you ever expect a dressy overcoat at $12? Expect it this time. 
You may well say,—It is hard to keep my money in my pocket, 


WANAMAKER « BROWN, 


OAK HALL, SIXTH AND MARKET, 


PHILADELPHIA. 











ARGENT MANUPF’G Co., 


SARGENT’S RECLINING AND ) ROLLING CHAIRS 


are the best in the world. Our 5 woctatiy 30 goods fo: 

the comfort of invalids. Our 100-page il nares cate. 

oque gives full details —é epee We send 
oadw 


it Free, 
yay, New York. 











S'COCOANUT 


HEALTHFUL, NUTRITIOUS, ALWAYS HANDY. 
For PUDDINGS,PIESanpo CAKES. 
Recomm by best. Housekeepers, 


In 
a aoe oe mt 
CROFT & ALLEN, ‘PHILADELPHIA, 


COOB hewe 





(GREATAMERICAN 


cre br a cans 


REAT roe aml 
SoS Teer een cay TeAO0., 








am 8 “woon's” 
® GENUINE SELECTED 
SPICES. 





é Pungent, Aromatic, Economical. 
6 THOS. WOOD & 00., BOSTON. 


xa 














GEDARINE 2a 


= net jam heey ps nang 


Est tye Srsan Co. 


RATTLEBORO VT. 


ssetreges 1 GRAV oques 








HOCK&HASTINGS 
uilders of the Grand ort Tremont 


soe aie Hah Chechiadl aah of oe Ne 


over Le 


CHURCH ORGANS ay 


very part of the coun We invite op ahaa 
new styles of Pann Onan ei at fro 


rate, Nici, p.. rates 


for all information connects wit our 


TIVE CIRCULARS 
plication. Secon: 





PIANOS From 
81508 





80 YEA sae vlan 


pb ft Khe 
CORNISH Grons installment ottey, 


ORGANS!" =i 


toany addres ye « ©co., 
ON’T BUY till seein 


Washington, N. J. 
DEPT Orne@aNn Oo., Limited, Erie, 











the catalogue of Bum 
Pa, 








BAXTER C. SWAN, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
CHURCH, HALL 


AN LODGE WORK 
at b ne 
nufacturer of the 





244 & 246 South Second St, 
PHILAD’ A, PA., U. & Ae 








Shaw Appin & Co. 


Manufacturers of 


ULPIT 
SUITS 


27 Sudbury 8S 
Bend for catalogue, Bostés.. 
















a URCH 
‘OSTERMOOR & SON. Pca 


CHURCH ‘LODGE & PARLOR 


% Manufacturers | im the voueey. 
os. Ss) ALL & © co., Boston, Maas. 


FLAGS AND BANNERS 
For Sunday-schools and all other uses. 
SISCO BROS., 


BAT. TIMOoRsE, MD. 
Send tor illustrated catalog 'e. 























HURCH SEND FOR CATALOGUE TO 
ert Wheeler Reflector Co., Boston. 


Philadelphia Agency, 25 & 27 N. 18th St. 











WORTH DOINC. 


Write “ National Wire M. 4 
for diners ak onal, re Mat Co.,” Beaver Falls, Pa. 

of the Hartman Patent Steel 
Wire Door Mat and their Patent Steel Picket Fence. 


0 ) YOU | WANT | At A GOLD | WATCH? — 


REV enoA WATCM 01 .) co 
L ” 
nut St., Phila., for full Cueva ce of pee ig 
We SEND Ec OUR 
R “a Bo illustrated catalogue of 


Rolling Chairs and Invalids’ Goods, 


se MFG. CO., 814 Broadway. New York. 


tte es 

















Sais ealthtul Temperance Drink for Men, 
Women, ana Children. 25c. packet makes 6 gallons. 


INSTANTANEGUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no poling: givers ree ready. Put Pp ip. in » 
tin cans at Tbe. TOMA N 
inventors and only manufacturers, Philadelphia: & Pe 


TEST of Seal Brand Coffee. 
Send 6 cents for {Ib sample. 
RE! & SANBORN, Boston, Mass. 


‘BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


ot eae A a Ld have been wat med 5 oe 

















D ustrat- 
HIBITI mis 





s for 3 man 132 pane 
ae Optician, ticias, 40 Nassau St., Nev. Ve 


S* EREOPTICON FOR SALE.—An quesede 
ingly fine dissolving instrument, second hand, 
but in fine and efficient order. 8 lendid for for lectures 
or -Gandey-sehou! celebrations an instruction ; makes 
pl cture from twelve to twenty-five feet in diameter ; . 
0 choice views ; can use ojlor hydro oxygen. Lenses 
achromatic, nearly a lanatic, not a blur or scratch. 
‘MA Oxford Map 1 blishegs, Rox 74, Oxford, Ohio. 


aes NTERNS «iz, 














Serwihekstae Bios coset athe, athe Meh 


Ones Soe beam 











ANNERS, FOR SUNDAY- ‘SCHOOLS, 


merino, Tron 
Sd og 











, eta Bend - yy rice- a 
€,. A. HART & CO., -. Phila., Pa. 
CHURCH tery ge CHANDELIERS» 
. WITH OUB CELEBRATED BURNERS. 

f Satisfaction pguarantend, or nosale, He 
timate given of cost and re late. 
logue caty er on eppmeat on. 

IEN ER, 
No. 25 Bouts od oe Philadelphia, bs. ih 
McShane Bell Foundry 
Finest Crade of Belis, 
Boa for axD Peale fer CRURCRES 
for Fijce ane nae alogue. 
McS 
Baltimer 
BELLS Best quality for Churches, Ch’ 
# Schools, etc, F Wartante 
“Write for Prices. BUCKEYE BELL vOUN 
WAN DUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0 


Mention Ly % 2 paper. 





we 
bo =< 
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for a sample pound of * 


OAtbaty at 17 South ‘Second Street, Phila., or drop 
"Emerson's 
* 0c. tea, ered free. 10 lb, lots 
at 0 centsa pound. 


FURNITURE | 






























































































OF food, as of other things, it is equally 


ture. 





« paid for each package, a less number of 


"Ostaber 2, , 1888, 














CONSCIOUS WORTH. 
“My John says I'm too neat a girl by all odds for 
this house, and he’s right. The idea! A house 


where they don't use Sapolio! ad 


*Everybody knows our old friend 


SAPOLIO, 


and ’tis said truly, ‘‘A well known friend 
isa treasure.” Sapolio isa solid cake of 
Scouring Soap. Try it in house-cleaning. 

No.1. (Copyright, March, 1887.) 











true that the best is the cheapest. 
A package of ‘‘Cerealine Flakes” at 
twenty cents, costs a trifle more an a a 
similar package of inferior cereal prod- 
ucts, because it costs more to manufac- 
At the end of.a year it will be 
found, that while a little more has been 


' packages have been used, and that the 
saving in amount more ‘than compen- 
sates for the greater first cost. 
The “Creatine Coox-Boox,” containing 
over two hundred carefully prepared recipes, 
_ will be sent to any one who will mention where 
this advertisement was seen, and enclose a two- 


cent stamp for postage to the Cargatings Mro 
Co., Columbus, Ind, 


ASK FOR 
PROCTER & GAMBLE’S VEGETABLE GLYCERINE. 








WINDSOR 
UMBRELLAS. 


Most RepalerUmbretios known. More than 100,000 
sold in twelve months. 





None are genuine without our PaTENTED SPRINGS 
{n the sticks and ties marked as above. 


BELKNAP, JOHNSON & POWELL, 
New York and Pailadelphia. 





= 


If so, and desire fashionable 
wane monet at reasonable 
rices, ask your stationer for 
ion. Li Leg 








or yo Mitt ‘Linen. 
Feostage is l6 cls. per lb. | varie Os = ge sell b iby 
Express often cheaper. | Sovneahiee co, ipeaat 


9| If he does not keep them, 
| send 3 two-cent sanattes “of -_ 
eo > 
the und SAM 
RD 











direct from mills to the consumer. 


de ak ey in the United States.— 
sheets of tas: and mares, with epee 


~ BIBLE 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL) = 
1334 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, 


Teacher Training, 


ry WORDEN, D.v. 


Bible Study. 


THE CHRISTIAN TEACHER NEEDS: 


1, Knowledge of the Bible, not merely of detached portions of the Bible. 
2. Knowledge of the principles and methods of teaching. 


How shall these needs be supplied ? 


The answer is, by 


The Bible Correspondence School. 











What is its Outline of Study ? 


The Bible Co mdence School leads its members to a connected study of those periods of Bible hier 
and those books of the Bible, portions of which are selected as the International lessons. It supple 
those lessons. It fits its members for the intelligent study y of the International series. It has a‘ Bible 
Teaching Section ” for training pemembess in the principles and methods of Teaching and Practical eet 


It bas the power of associated study. It Toe and helps b thering into one school the more, 
workers ofall the States and Terri rritories and f Canada. ana a - ene 


What is the Special Course for 1888 and 1889? 


The Life of Christ as contained in the Gos 
2 o1a Testament Biographies of Samuel, Saul, 


ah 
l according to St. Mark, and the Harmony of. the Gospels. 
vid, and Solomon. 3. Practical Methods of Teaching. 


What are its Text-books ? 


The Bible itself, studied daily ; big ee Sh saaphlots ie pared pr pe. Worden, issued monthly to the 
members, November 1, D ‘ebruary 1, March 1, A 


What is the Expense mf 


The total expense to each member of schools of five or more, is fifty its, which entitles the member to 
membership ani so the text-books. To isolated members, seventy-five entrench: 


When Should Members Organize and Send in their Names ? 


The next term begins November 1, 1888. Weare now ready. to enroll members, 
Church and School, and avoid the great rush in October. 
all denominations, we we 
Notes, or checks, no 





Organize at once in your 
11 Sabbath-school workers, and Bible students of 
me to membership. Please oat dues either by P. O. Money Order, or Postal 
t in postage stam ps. Address, 


JAMES A. WORDEN, D.D., 
(334 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 








SAFE Saemenen 


pty nr $750,000 


J. B.WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE Co. 
’ LAWRENCE, KANSAS; \, 
Gow York Mang’r, REWRY DICKINSON, 319 Broadway 


KEYSTONE MORTGAGE CO, 


EEN, DAKOTA. 





Capital, = = "$250,000. 
esta vable semiannual bearing.7 per cent interest, 


in New York Exchange, 
James River Valley farms worth range, se 
ae i eir amount, principa! and interest both guar. 
anteed by us, are a choice and safe investment tor 
investors. We also issue Certificates of Deposit for 
six months, or longer. — six per cent Stenten 
= ro ae offer some choice te Investments in 
the leading aap of Dakota. References, 
Woolverton President N. Y. Transfer Co,, 
New York. rst National Bank, Blairsville, Pa! 
Oxford National Be Bank, Oxford, Pa. Hon. John Scott, 
Gen’l Solicitor es vania R. R,, West Chea LN 
E. E. Thatcher, Mortgage Broker, West © 
Address us for circulars and full denen 


fe Couto 


Estab. 1876. KANSAS CITY, MO. Incorp. 1836. 





Hated Capital, - ~ $1,000,000. 00 
Surplus 175,000.00 
Offers eal Estate Mortgages 


Drawing rr Interest. 
SAMUEL M. JARVIS, Pres. ROLAND R. CONKLIN, Sea, 
Eastern Offices: 239 Broadway, New ¥ 
144 South ee St..Philadelphia. 
HE me Fat ==. MORRELL, Vice Prest, 
R DEBENT RE BONDS ARE 
5 AFE4 UR. BEAR HIGHER INTEREST 
THAN GOVE we te ge nied T BONDS, 
We have > in ee mous, fo > soa the needs of 


KANSAS INV VESTME AENT co., 





An minelaptite e ~~ > sent 
ezine Tite maa it. pene 
oes Chestnut St Tor Devonshires 
vO 
Philadelphia, Pa. Boston, Mam. 





Basses Fm all Branches, Bonds and 


tos per cont,’ Investments. 


INS@SBANK 


succsrs. PRESTONKEANEG. 





oloenr Tex 
—1889-— ts 


Something which the younger scholars, at least, will appreciate, is the roll of 
Golden Texts for 1889. There are sixteen pages (75 inches), and upon each page 
are three golden texts in large, clear type. The leaves are turned upon a brass bar, 
and the whole device is suspended by a colored cord. Printed in red and black, upon 
light blue paper. 

Single copy, ten cents; five or more, eight cents each; fifty or more, seven cents 
each. Mailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


The lessor Koll: 


The Sunday School Lesson Roll for 1889 will give the full text of the lesson, and 
also the golden text for each Sunday. ll the lessons of the year are thus given in 
the one lesson-roll (size, 60 pages, 75 inches). It is printed in two colors, and is 
arranged to hang in the scholar’s room. When a week has passed by, the leaf, for 
that week is turned upon the wire hanger, and takes its place back of the other leaves, 
The lesson roll takes the place of the lesson calendar of former years, and will be 
furnished at the following prices: 

Single copy, fifteen cents; five or more copies, twelve cents; fifty or more copies, 
ten cents each. Mailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


PocKerPkessons 


Both the Common and the Revised Version, given in full on opposite pages. A little book 
(234 inches, 160 pages) containing all the lessons of the year. It ‘is printed on thin tough 
paper, and neatly bound in cloth, with side stamp in color and gold. Only a quarter of an inch 
thick. Just the thing for those who wish to look over the lesson at odd minutes. Choice enough 
for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or 
more, twenty cents each. 


Addréss, 











JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 





of sheets toa wd, ee on receipt of 
Parc % Beacon Street, 


15 eta. 
CaRTER & KaRRBICK. Street, Boston. 


P. O. Box 1550. 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











Manhattan Life Insurance Co., Wi New York. 
You HAV heed hn oat ad ON. 
P--s- io mon ay of Nee operation address Bad Company, 
TB amar 3 Pres, GEO. M. NOBLE, Vice-Prea 


8 Loan & Trust Co., 


KA, KANSAS. 
Paid-up Capitan $00 $500,000. 7% First Mortgages, 6% 


AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE Co., 


308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


OHN D, KNOX & CO 
oJ Inv ESTMENT BANK ERSand LOAN AGENTS, 
TOPEKA, KA 


AS, 
Negotiators of KAN! FIRST MORTGAGES 
See large advertisement next week. 


M°INTOSH & MYGATT, 


--- Den er, Colorado. 
Inves = securities for non-residents. Particulat 
attention given to the investment of Trust Funds. 


G CARAT FARM BONDS of the 
ANSAS TRUST AND BANKING CO., of 
Atchison: Kan., Senator John J, Ingalls, president. 
Send for’ information to R. M. MaNLEY, manager 
Eastern Office, 187 Broadway, New York. 
.. American Investment Co., 150 Nassau 
St., New sore offer extraordinary Inducemen® 
in Investme ties, all gua i 
Assets, October #88, $2,000,000.00. Send for ful 
information and references. E.S. ORMSBY, President, 
——_—__——= 


ey Do Your Own Printing 


i 28 Sa. Seicutys 
peated aru 
ch i, youne, B 





























+ 
. Cat 


Address 
KELSEY & CO. Meriden, Conn See . 


JOSEPH GILLOTTS 
STEEL PENS 


GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION 1%. 








a4 
oat 


§ ANY -BOOK ! tor postage 
ni stam or 
The ADJUSTABLE COVER 1 for school a 


ee vas cheap, el eutocaling, oN. Y 
. 


» sot 





She Qhudeg Sebecl Times intends to admis only edverioamenss that ore Tus Sy aakieinces Gay waaay teas 


Sees party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 





